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Proceedings of the Committee 


Appointed by the Aſſembly 1727; concerning 
. Ar. Simſon's Obedience to the Act of Aſ- 
. ſembly 1717. 2 infects Ore. 


"TT He Committee appointed by the Act of the General Aſ- 
1 / ſembly May 18. 1727. for preſerving Purity of Doctrine, and 
 wyipening and preparing Profeſſor Sitaſon's Affair, among other 
Things, were inſtructed to enquire, how Profeffor Simſon had 
Obſeryed the 9 Act, General Aﬀembly 1717. upon which that 
Committee, at their firſt Meeting May 22. recommended to 
the Presbytery of Glaſgow, to enquite at Profeſſor Simſon, 
how he had obeyed the Injunctions given him by the fore- 
ſaid Act, and to take Precognition of Witneſſes with reſpe& 
, thereto, and put to the ſaid Witneſſes ſuch particular Que- 
1 ſtions as the Presbytery ſhall think fit, for clearing of the 
Matter to them, and to report to the Committee, at their 
J Meeting in Auguſt; but nothing was done in this, until 
this Affair was again recommended to that Presbytery, by 
3 
; 


the Committee, at their Meeting November 9. upon which the 
Piesbytery of Glaſgow took a Piecognition of ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes, concerning this Article of the. Committee's Inſtructi- 
ons, which they repotted to them, at their Meeting in 
ATT OY 1 
And the Committee, March 18. appointed a Subcommittee 

to conſider what of their Work remained, and to prepare 
Overtures thereupon, for fatilitating theit Procedure, and 
to report. JJV ĩð OT IINe 
Marcb 18. ante meridiem. The ſaid Subcommittee broug 


he 
in their Report, and the ſame containing an Overture for the 
Committee's proceeding in the Trial, how the Profeſſor has 
obſerved the InjanGions of Aſſembly in their Act 9. 1717. it 
was moved by ſome of the Members, That, before further. 
proceeding in what remains of the Libel, the Committee 
mould conſider the faid Overture, becauſe what is propoſed 
2218 5 py therein, 
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2 
therein, may be a preparing by a Subcommittee, while the 
Committee is going on in their other Work, which will for- 
ward their Procedure. And the Profeſſor being beard againſt 
the Committee's proceeding to the ſaid Enquiry and Precog- 
nition taken thereupon, he removed, and then the Commit- 
tee cauſed the ſaid Report to be read; as alſo the Acts of the 
laſt and preceeding Aſſemblies, appointing their Committees 
to proceed in this Trial of the Profeſſor, and likewiſe the 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Presbytery of Glasgow, 
and their Committee, in their Enquiry and Precognition of 
Witneſles, as to the Profeſſor's Obſervance of the foreſaid Act 
1715. In Proſecution of the Appointments of this Committee 
the 22 of May, 8 of Auguſt, and 9 of November laſt, were 
read, and in like Manner the foreſaid g A@ of Aſſembly 1717. 
for preſerving Purity of Doctrine. All which being heard, and 
the Committee having diſcourſed as to their Method of Pro- 
cedure, they agreed to appoint a Subcommittee to conſider 
the Queſtions that have been propoſed by the Presbytery of 
Glaſgow, to the Witneſſes in the Precognition, and to draw 
out ſuch of them as they think proper, and prepare the 
Draught of a Libel upon them, to be given to the Profeſſor, 
and they named for that Purpoſe, Maſters Alexander Anderſon, 
Robert Wodrow, and Fames Ramſay Miniſters, the Lord Grange 
and Laird of Auchinleck, ruling Elders, to meet at Six of the 
Clock this Evening, and to have their Report ready to be 
laid before the Committee, aſſoon as they can, and the Bre- 
thren from Glaſeow were deſired to attend the ſaid Subcom- 
mittee. ET WE: | 
March 19. poſt meirdiem. The Committee took under their 
Conſideration the Libel againſt Mr. Simfoa,gWhich the Sub- 
committee had reported this Forenoon, and - the Articles 
thereof being read, and compared with the Heads of the 
Profeſſor's printed Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libels againſt 
him, and of his Letters to the deceaſt Mr. Robert Rowan late 
Miniſter at Penningbam, the Committee, after ſome Amend- 
ments made thereto, did unanimouſly agree to the ſaid 
Draught. And having afterwards called for the Lift of Wit- 
neſſes from Mr. Anderſon, he gave it in, and the ſame being 
read, and ſome Amendments made thereto, was alſo appro- 
2 The Tenor of which Libel, and Liſt of Witneſſes, 
follows. 


LIBE 


mW 7 pan on 


N 


w w 4 


4 1 0 @ Q 


m 9.yv 1 pa {| ,& FRY OO 


(> 


(3.4 


LIBE againſt Profeſſor Simfon, for 


contragening the 9 Ad of Aſſembly, An- 
no 1717. We He V. | 


V THereas the General Aſſembly of this Church, which 

met at Edinburgh in the Month of May 1717 Years, 
by an Act made in their 12 Seſſion on the 14 of the ſaid 
Month, intituled, A#- for maintaining the Purity of the 
Doctrine of this Church, and determining the Proceſs Mr. James 
Webſter againſt My. John Simſon, did narrate, declare and 
enact, as under written, 0 wit, The ſaid General Aſſembly 
conſidering, That they could not overtake the Whole of the 
ſaid Proceſs, by diſcuſſing particularly every Article; and it 
being nevertheleſs expedient and requiſite, that the ſaid Af- 
fair be brought to ſome Iſſue, that might teſtify the Zeal. 
and Concern of the ſaid Aſſembly, for the Preſervation of 
Truth and Peace in this Church, and preventing what might 
tend to the Hurt and Prejudice thereof; Therefore, altho' 
you the ſaid Mr. 7obn Simſon, Profeſſor of Divinity in the 
Univerſity of Glaſgow, did declare your Adherence to our 


_ Confeſſion of Faith, and Doctrines therein contained, as your 


Judgment, and your diſowning the Errors oppoſite thereto, 
wherewith you was charged, yet conſidering, that, by your 
printed Anſwers, and the Letters written by you to the de- 
ceaſt Mr. Robert Rowan, ſome Time Miniſter at Penningham, 
you had given Offence, and that it was judged, that therein 
you had vented ſome Opinions not neceilary to be taught in 
Divinity, and that had given more, Occaſion to Strife than 
to the promotig of Edification, that you had uſed ſome 
Expreſſions that Bear, and are uſed by Adverſaries in a bad 
and unſound Senſe, tho' you did diſown that unſound Senſe, 
and for anſwering. more ſatisfyingly (as you ſuppoſed ) the 
Cavils and Objections of Adverſaries, you had adopted ſome 
Hypotheſes different from what are commonly uſed among 
orthodox Divines, thar are not evidently founded on Scrip- 
ture, and tend to attribute too much to natural Reaſon and 
the Power of corrupt Nature, which undue Advancement of 
Reaſon and Nature, is always to the Diſparagement of Reve- 
lation and efficacious free Grace: Therefore the General Aſ- 
ſembly aforeſaid, for the Reaſons above-mentioned, prohibit- 
ed and diſcharged you the ſaid Mr. Fobn Simſon to uſe ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, or to teach, preach, or otherwiſe vent ſuch Opini- 
ons, Propoſitions or Hypotheſes, as aforeſaid. Likeas, the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of this Church, which met at Edinburgh in 

e e 
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May 1726 Tears, by their AQ 4 the 27 of the ſaid Month, 

intituled, Overture, by Way of Act, fer preſerving Purity of Do- 
&rine, did, among other Things, recommend tg, and ap- 
point the Presbytery of Glaſgow to make Enquiry, how you, 
the ſaid Mr. Fohn Simſon, had obeyed the Injunctions of the 
ſaid General Aſſembly in Anne 1717. as to the Points which 
they had then prohibited you to teach; as alſo, the General 
Aſſembly of this Church, which met at Edinburgb in the 


Month of May laſt, by their Ac, dated the 18 Day of the 


ſaid Month, intituled, 4d and Commiſſion for preſerving Pu- 
rity of Doctrine, and concerning Mr. John Simſon, gave full 
Power to the Committee thereby appointed, to proceed, among 
other Things, upon what elſe Cbefides the Libel and Queries 
there mentioned )is contained in the foreſaid A& of the (then) 
laſt Aſſembly, for preſerving Purity of Doctrine, which the 
Presbytery of Glaſgow, and former Committee (which had 
been appointed by the ſaid then laſt Aſſembly) could not over- 
take, and appointed the ſaid Committee to proceed in the 
Whole thereby ocmrmitted to them, in the Manner, and to 
the End therein d&dained and ſet forth. Nevertheleſs it is of 
Verity, That you, the ſaid Mr. John Simſon, have, within the 
Town of Glaſgow, at divers. Times, and particularly, at 
Tome of the ordinary Diets of your teaching your Scholars, 
ſince the foreſaid Act of the General Aſſembly, in the Year 
1717, was made, tranſgreſſed and. diſobeyed the Prohibition 
and: Diſcharge above-narrated of the ſaid A& of the General 
Aſſembly in Anno 17517. by uſing the Expreſſions, or teaching, 
or otherwiſe venting the Opinion, or Propoſitions, or Hy- 
potheſes following, to wit, That, by the * of Nature, and 
Works of Creation and Providence, including Tradition, 
God hath given an obſcure, objective Revelation unto all 
Men, of his being reconcilable to Sinners, and that the 
Heathen: may : knaw there is -a Remedy for Sin provided, 
which may be called an implicite or obſcure Revelation of 
the, Goſpel ; that it is probable, that none are excluded fro 

the Benefits of the Remedy for Sin, provided by God, and 
publiſhed twice to the World, except thoſę, Who, by their 
actual Sin, exclude themſelves, and ſlight or reject, either 
the clearer Light of the Goſpel, revealed to the Church, or 
that obſcure Diſcovery and Offer of Grace made to all with- 
out the Church. That if the Heathen, in the Uſe of the 
Means. they have, would ſeek the Knowledge of the Way of 
Reconciliation, God would diſcover it to them. £59! 

That there are Means appointed of God for obtaining 
ſaving Grace, which Means, when diligently uſed with 887 
riouſneſs, Sincerity and Faith pf being heard, God hath = 
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* 
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miſed to bleſs with Succeſs; and that the going abont theſe 
Means in the foreſaid Manner, is not above the Reach of 
our natygal Ability and Power. : 

That ratio, ut ſumitur pro evidentibus propoſitionibus natuyaliter. 
revelatis, eft principium ſeu fundamentum #heologie ; and that no- 
thing 1s to be admitted in Religion, but what is agteeable 
to Reaſon, and determined — eaſon to be ſo. | 

That it is 2 eJuftice and Goodneſs of God, 
to create a Soul without original Righteouſneſs or Diſpoſiti- 
ons to Good. And the Souls of Infants ſince the Fall, as they 
come from the Hands of their Creator, are as pure and holy, 
as the Souls of Iafants would have been created, ſyppoling 
pion had not fallen; and that they are created as pure an 

"holy as Adam's was created, except as to theſe Qualificati- 
ons and Habits, which he received as being created in an 
adult State. . os SOD : 

That there was not a proper Covenant made with Adam 

for himſelf and his Poſterity. That Adam was not a federal 
Fly Head to his Poſterity; and that if Adam was made a fede- 
ral Head, it muſt be by a divine Command, which is not 
found in the Bible. | 
That it is more than probable, that all baptized Infants 
dying in Infancy, are ſaved; and that it is manifeſt, if God 
ſhould deny his Grace to all, or any.of the Children of In- 
fidels, he would deal more ſeyerely with them, than he did 
with the fallen Angels. 9 ENCE 
That were it not for the Proſpect of Happineſs, we could 
not, and therefore would not ſerve God. En 
That there will be no ſinning in Hell after the laſt Judg- 
ment. 5 1 
That as to all, or ſeveral of the above Opinions, Propoſi- 
tions and Hypotheſes, you were in uſe to refer your Scho- 
lars to your Writings againſt Mr. Hebfer, as you alſo did 
ppon all the Subjecks in Controverſy betwixt you and Mr. 
All, or any of which being proven, you ought to be cen- 
ſured as contravening the foreſaid A& of Aſſembly, and con- 
trary to the Duty you are obliged to by the Word of God, 
and Rules of this Church, n. 1 


4 


bel. 


M James Sloſs, Mr. Andrew Gray, and Mr. James Rii- 
chie, Preachers of the Goſpel within the Bounds of 


the Presbytery of Glaſgoæv. 


* 


* 


LIST of Witneſſes to prove the above Li- 
"= | 


Mr. John Pinkerton Preacher of the Goſpel, Chaplain to 


the Lord Pollock, Mr. James Warden Preacher of the Goſpel, 
reſiding in Auchinearn in Calder, near Glaſeow, Mr. Alexander 
Duncan, Mr. Thomas Hamilton, Mr. John Anderſon, Mr, Mi. 
tiam Macclae, Mr. Fames Stirling, Mr. William Denniſton, Mr. 


Alexander Barr, Mr. Dougal Allan, Mr. William Brown, and 


Mr. George Meek, all Students of Divinity in the Univerſity 
of Glaſgow, Mr. George Adam Chaplain in Over-pollock, | 


Mr. David Brown, Mr. William Boyd, Mr. Hugh Stewart, 


and Mr. William Millar, late Students of Divinity at Glaſgow, 


Mr. Charles Fervey, and Mr. Fohn Muirhead, late Students 


there. | 
Then the Committee appointed the foreſaid Libel and Lift 
of Witneſſes to be writ out, and a Copy thereof to be put 
in the ſaid Profeſſor's Hands, and ordained both him and the 
ſaid Witneſſes to be cited, to compear before this Committee 
at Edinburgh, in the Old Kirk-i/le, upon the 9 of April next 
to come, at Four of the Clock in the Afternocn, with Con- 


tinuation of Days, to the Effects mentioned in the ſaid Libel 


reſpective. | | 25 

March 20 ante meridiem, The Libel againſt Profeſſor 
Simſon, and Liſt of Witneſſes were brought in by the Clerk, 
written out in a fair Hand, and being compared with the 
approven Scroll, and found agreeable thereto, were ordered 
to be put in the Profeſſor's Hand, according to Yeſter- 
night's bn; and the Profeſſor being called in, and 
compearing, they ſhewed him, that they had reſolved, that 
he ſhould be cited to compear before them here at Edin- 
buygh, in the Old Kirk-ife, upon the 9 of April next, at Four 
of the Clock in the Afternoon, with Continuation of Days, 
to anſwer to the Libel which was drawn up againſt him, 


and that they had ordained the Witneſſes contained in the 


Lift ſubjoyned to the ſaid Libel, to be cited to the ſaid 
Time and Place, to give Evidence in the Matters libelled, 
and had appointed their Moderator to iſſue out Warrants to 
the Effect foreſaid; and the ſaid Libel and Lift of Witneſ- 
ſes being read to him, and put in his Hand by the Modera- 
tor, he was warned apud acta, to attend the ſaid On 

8 | | SP ace, 
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Place, with Certification. Then the Profeſſor having 
received the [aid Libel and Lift of Witneſſes, craved a War- 
rant frgm the Committee to cite Witneſſes for his Exculpa- 
tion, which the Committee allowed, and ordered to be gi- 
ven to him, he always at the Time he receives the War- 
rant, putting in the Moderator or Clerk's Hand, the Lift of 
Witneſſes that he is to adduce for proving his Exculpation. 
April 10 and 11. The Committee met, but having laid be- 
fore them proper Vouchers of the Profeſſor's Indiſpoſition, 
which made it impracticable for him to attend, they delay- 
ed the Affair until the 23 of April, and appointed the Profèeſ- 
ſor to attend then, with Certification that they would pro- 
ceed albeit he ſhould not be preſent, neither perſonally nor 
by his Procurators, and albeit the Proxies he has placed, 
Mould decline to undertake his Defence. 
April 23. The Committee met, and the Profeſſor gave in 


the following Paper. 
22222242422 227474 224244 


OBFECTIONS for Mr. John Simſon, 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
Glaſgow, againſt the Libel exhibited a- 
gainſt him by the Committee appointed by 
the late General Aſſembly, for ripening and 
preparing all Mutters relating to the Pro- 
ceſs that was depending againſt the ſaid 
Ar. John Simſon, for the next aſſembly. 


HE Defendant is nowiſe averſe to a due Trial of any 
Matters chargeable againſt him, according to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, rhe Conſtitutions of this Church, and 
the Laws of the Nation; but ſeeing it is proper a Trial 
Thould not proceed otherwiſe than before a Court plainly 
impowered to judge, therefore ( ſaving and N to him- 
ſelf all other Obje&ions and Defences againſt the ſaid Libel 
and haill Matters therein) he begs Leave to ſuggeſt ſeveral 
Things, by which it appears that the Committee is not im- 
powered by the Aſſembly to proceed in this Trial, and on 
Account of which, they themſelves ſhould find it juſt to 
leave this Affair entire to the Aſſembly as it ſtands, that 
they may give ſuch Orders therein as they ſhall judge pro- 


ere 
Per: * 


25 

The Committee is no eftabliſhed Judicature of this 
Church, but was only appointed by the late general Aﬀem- 

bly Nor a certain Purpoſe, and therefore has no other Pow- 

ers but what are expreſly given them ” the Aſſemhiy; and 

it does not appear, that the Aſſembly did impower them to 


intent any new Proceſs againſt the Defendant, or to cog- 


noſce or determine therein, in a judicial Way, by Exhibiti- 
on of a Libel. ; 
The Committee are expreſly appointed for preparing and 


ripening the whole Affair ot the Proceſs that depended be- 


fore the late Aſſembly againſt the Defendant ; and they are 
impowered to proceed upon the Articles in Proceſs, both 
as to Libel and Queries, and what had followed thereupon, 
not judged by the roman 2 and upon whit elſe was con- 
tained in the Act of Aſſembly, in anno 1726. for preſerving 
Purity of Doctrine. | 
In that Act it is recommended to the Presbytery of Glaſ- 
gow, (amonſt other Things) to enquire how the Defendant 
had obeyed the InjunQions of the General Aſſembly in an- 
#0 1717. as to the Points which they had then prohibited 
him to teach; and for the Presbytery's Aſſiſtance there was 
a Committee appointed by the ſaid Act, who were to give 
the Presbytery Advice and Direction in the Affair recom- 
mended to them, with Power to them to meet and join with 


the Presbytery in the Trial of the Profeſſor's Affairs. 


From the ſaid Acts it appears, that neither the former nor 
this preſent Committee had any Power given them of ex- 
hibiting, judging and cognoſcing by themſelves, upon any 
Libel againſt the Defendant, more than againſt any other 
of this Chur gg 
The Presbytery of Glaſgow, whereof the Defendant is a 
Member, being a radical-Judicatute of this Church, had in- 
deed a Power to exhibit a Libel againſt the «Defendant, if 
they thought him guilty of any Fault that was ſufficient to 
infer Cenſare, and the late Committee might join with them 
in any ſuch Trial: But this Committee, tho they can pro- 
ceed upon the Proceſs that was depending before the late 
Aſſembly, ſo as to ripen it for the next Aſſembly, yet they 
have no Power to raiſe any new Libel. They may indeed 
enquire how the Defendant has obeyed the Injunſtions of 
the Aſſembly 1717. and report the Matter to the next Aſ- 
ſembly : But there is no judicative Capacity expreſly given 
to them, in Relation to the Matter of the ſaid Enquiry ; 
and as they are not a radical or eftabliſhed Judicarure of 
the Church, but were only appointed for a particular Pur- 
pole, they have no Powers but what the Afembly has ex- 


prefty 


B 5 184 . 3 a EE 44 
preſly given them. And therefore) the Defendant humbly 
| conceives, that as the Committee has no; Power to exhibie 

2 Libel againſt him, ſo he is well entitled to object againſt 
their Jurigdicion in the ſaid Point, and his being obliged to 
make Anſwers to the ſaid Libel before the Committee. - . 
It is alſo well known, that the Commiſſions appointed 
yearly. by the General Aſſemblies, tho* (clothed with full 
Powers finally to determine in all the Affairs thus ſpecially 
committed to them, yet have no Power to judge in other 
Things that are not expreſly committed to them, much leſs 
can this reverend Committee have any ſuch Power. 
Beſides theſe Reaſons, the Circumſtances of the Defen- 
dant's weak ſtate of Health, which has been much 2 5 
by the Fatigue of his Journies to and from Edinburgh this bad 
Seaſon, and — the Committee while there, 
with the great Load of Buſineſs he already has in the other 
Libel yer depending againſt him before the Aſſembly, ren- 
ders it impracticable for him to enter on a new Trial, he 
having nô rational Proſpect of being in a Condition from 
his ill State of Health, to attend the reverend Committee ſo 
cloſly as would be neceſſary for his Defence, if the Com- 
mittee ſhould proceed to Trial, ſo as to finiſh it in the few 
ow that remain till the fitting of the General Aſſembly, 
2 


immediately thereafter to wait on the Aſſembly; whick 


inſuperable Hardſhips he humbly thinks ſhonld not, accord 
ing to the Rules of the Goſpel, be laid upon him, eſpecially 
when he is perſwaded the Committee is not ſufficiently im- 


powered to judge in the Matter of this new Libel. And 


therefore he humbly craves, that the Committee may pro- 


ceed no further on the aforeſaid Libel. I 


'Jonn SIMSON 


After reading of the laid Objections, the Profeſſor atid his 


Procurators being asked, if they had any Thing to add, 
they ſaid, That the Profeſſor was at a Loſs that he had no 
Accuſer, but the Committee, with whom to debate his 
Cauſe; and therefore he had nothing to add, until he heard 
what was offer d in Anſwer to what he bad ſaid in his Ob- 
| jeQtions. Then the Committee proceeded to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Profeſſor's Objections, and they cauſed to be read 
the Acts of Aſſembly 1726 and 1729. containing their Powers; 
the firſt of which does exprefly appoint the Presbytery of 
Glaſgow to make Enquiry, how the Profeſſor has obeyed the 
Injun&ions of the General Aſſembly, anno 1717. as to the 


Points which they then prohibited him ro teach, and im- 
| 3 B | 


powers 


owers the Committee of the Aſſembly to meet and join with 
the ſaid Presbytery in the Trial; and provides, that neither 
Committee nor Presbytery, jointly nor ſeparately, eſhall paſs 


a Judgment, either abſolving or condemning Mr. Simſon, 


but ſhall only prepare the Affair by all proper Ways of En- 
2 and proceed uſque-ad ſententiam : And the laſt of the 
aid Acts gives full Power to this preſent Committee to pro- 
ceed upon the Articles in the Proceſs, both as to the Libel 
and Queries, and what followed thereupon not judged by 
the Aſſembly, and upon what elſe is contained in the foreſaid 
Act of Aſſembly 1726. for preſerving Purity of Doctrine, which 
the Presbytery of Glaſgow and former Committee could not 
overtake, and to proceed therein, conform to the Powers 
and Directions of that Act, uſque ad ſententiam. And it is re- 
commended to the Presbytery of Glaſgow to be aſſiſtant to 
the Committee, as they ſhall be required by them. Then 
the Committee having fully diſcourſed upon the Extent of 
the Powers 1 by the foreſaid Acts, and the Force 
of the Objections made by the Profeſſor and his Procurators 
againſt the ſame, before they proceeded to a Determination 
of the Point, the Proteſſor and his Procurators were allowed 
to add what they had further to ſay upon it: And thereaf- 
ter being removed, the Queſtion was put, ſuſtain the Profeſ- 
ſor's Objedtions againſt the Competency of this Committee 
to give him a Libel, and proceed thereupon, or. not? And 
it carried in the Negative; and therefore the Committee did 
not ſuſtain the foreſaid Objefions. And the Profeſſor and his 
Procurators _ called, this was intimated to them, and 
he was appointed to be ready to make his Defences in cauſa, 
againſt to morrow in the Afternoon, and he and the Witneſ- 
ſes preſent were warn'd apud acta to attend the Committee 
at that Time. N 

April 24. poſt meridiem. The Clerk ſhew'd that the Execu- 
tion of Citation of the Witneſſes at Glaſoow was come to his 


Hand; and that he had alſo an Execution againft Mr. David 


Brown, but that Mr. Charles Fervey was not found. 

The Profeſſor was called, and he with his Procurators 
compearing, gave in a Paper containing Obje&ions againſt 
the Frame of the Libel, and the ſame was read. The Tenor 


whereof follows. o 
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OBJECTIONS by Mr. John Simſon Pro- 
 feſſonof Divinity in the Univerſity of Glaſs. 
gow, againſt the' Frame of the Libet exhi- 

4 Fired againſt Him, concerning his alledged 
| Breach of the Ninth Act of Aſſembly, of 
May 14. anno 1717. Entituled, An Actor 
maintaining the Purity of the Doctrine of 

this Church, &c. now lying before the reve- 
rend Committee, appointed by the laſt Ge- 
neral Aſſembl 3 May 18. 1727. For the Ends 
mentioned in theſaid Mt, 


E Defendant, ſaving to himſelf all Manner of Ob- 
l jections and Exceptions competent againſt the ſaid Li- 
bel, and particularly adhering to the Objections given in to 
the reverend Committee, againſt, their exhibiting and judg- 

ing of a new Libel againſt him; and Reference being had to 

the ſaid ObjeQions, which are here holden as repeated, and 
taken as a Part of his full Anſwers to the ſaid Libel, he 

does humbly-reprefent to the reverend Committee, that he 
obſerves in the Frame of the ſaid Libel, manifold - Uncer- 
tainties, Imperfections and Miſtakes, which render it null 

_ * in Law, upon which no Proceſs ought to be ſu- 
al en e ent 201, 11 8 i „ 2 
Such as, Firſt. The Time ſpecified in the Libel contains 

more than Ten Years and Ten Months, viz. from May 14. 

1717. to March 20. 1728. which makes all the Allegations 

ſo .uncertain, that it deprives the Defendant of the legal. 
Means of his juſt. Defence, and renders the Teſtimony of 
Witneſſes very, uncertain, eſpecially when the Crime libel- 

led conſiſts of Words emitted, and conſidering that ſeveral 

| of the Witneſſes named in the Lift annexed to the Libel, 
| have not been the Defendant's Scholars theſe laſt Five, Six 
or Seven Years, or more, for which Reaſon alone the Libel. 
could not be admitted in any civil Court in the Nation, 
and our Form of Proceſs gives no Rule for admitting ſuch 
a Libel, in which Caſe the common Laws of the +. Pry 
take Place. aro fret wes 63 534 | 

 _ Secondly. The Place ſpecified in the Libel, extending ta 
the Town of Glaſgow, wherein are ſo many different Places, 
eel; SOT * Sofia on; Mhere 
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where Words may be emitted, does alſo deprive the Defen- 
dant of the neceſſary and lawful Means of his Defence, And 
Tenders it wholly uncertain in what particular Mace and 
Company the Words have been uttered, and it cannot be 
known that the Witneſſes are ad idem, unleſs the particular 
Time, Place, Occaſion and Company, be ſpecified in each 
particular Depoſition; for which Reaſon alone, eſpecially 
when joyned with the former, this Libel ought not to be 
ſuſtained. VJ Jew oP, 
' - Thirdly, This Libel is not founded on ſuch a fama clamoſa 
as is mentioned in the Form of Proceſs, Chap. VII. Seck. 3. 
Caſe 3. for when the Defendant appeared before the Pref. 
bytery of Glaſgow, March 6. 1728. upon their Citation, and 
asked them for what Reaſon they had cited him, they did 
not pretend there was any Complaint given in againſt him, 

or any fama clamoſa, nor did they intimate to him there was 
any fama clamoſa, altho* they had cited him, and without 
giving him the leaſt Notice of it, had appointed a Precog - 
nition to be taken, by examining ſuch as had been his Scho- 
lars, that they could find in the Town of Glafeow, or the 
Country near it, and had then examined a good many of 
them; and that the Presbytery knew nothing of any fuch 
fama before the Defendant's late Sickneſs, that hindred him 
from attending their Diets for privy Cenſures, and other 
ene is manifeſt from the Courſe of their Minutes of 
privy Cenſures, which mention no ſuch Thing, yet the 
Presbytery's known Zeal and Diligence, had there been ſuch 
afama clamoſa, would not have ſuffered them to overlook it. 
To which may be added, that many of the Defendant's 
Scholars have paſſed Trials twice in that or other Presbyte- 
ries of this Church, where they are now uſeful and faithful 
Miniſters, and many of them are Preachers, who have once 
paſſed Trials, and by the Courfe of their Preaching and 
Goſpel Converſation, have given gond Proof of their Sound- 
neſs in the Faith, and of their Chriſtian Behaviour, whence 
it is manifeſt that there is no Error taught by the Defen- 
dant, which is ſpreading among the People; no nor ſo much 
as even among thoſe who have been his Scholars, as menti- 
oned in Form of Proceſs, Chap. VII. 5 8. fo that if he has 
mentioned any Errors in the Courſe of fis teaching, he muſÞ 
have done it ſo as to caution the Students ſufficiently a- 
gainſt being infected with them, ſeeing none of them are 
found to be tainted with any ſach Errors. If therefore he 
be ſuppoſed a falſe or erroneous Teacher, he muſt be ſuch 
a one as has never made one Proſelyte, whereof Hiſtory does 
tot afford another Inſtance or Example, wherefore this Li- 
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bel being dra wn up, neither upon à regular Complaint, nor 
e lamoſa the Defendant's having taught Error, or 
contrary go the foreſaid Act, or at leaſt chat was ever inti- 
mated to him, or had infected any of his Scholars, or of 

the People, but upon Scrapes of what he might have utter- 

ed in teaching, or otherwiſe, ſeveral Years after it was paſt, 
taken from the Declarations of ſuch as had been his Scho- 
lars, when there was no corpus delicti, and without his Know- 
ledge or Preſence, or allowing him to crofs-queſtion the 

Witneſſes; all : which has no Foundation in our Form of 

Proce fs, or other Rules of this Church, and is contrary to 

the Rules of the Goſpel and Laws of the Nation. This Li- 
bel ſo unwarrantably founded, the Defendant humbly thinks, 
ought not to be ſuſtained as a Ground of Proceſs. 

© Fowthly. When the Defendant conſiders, the three Prohi- 
bitions mentioned in the ſaid Act, anno 1717. he is conſci- 
ous to himſelf that he has carefully obſerved them, as far as 
he could underſtand their Meaning. He has taken Care not 
to vent, as his Judgment, any Opinion, that, to the beſt of 
His Skill, was ndt neceſſary to be taught in Divinity, and 
tkat might give juſt Offence or: Occaſion to Strife, yea, he ſo 
far"eonſulted the Peace of this Church, that he reftained 
from? anſwering the two Books that were wiit againſt him, 
and many Pamphlets, wherein he are n 
andicalumniated, preferring the Church's Peace to the vin- 
dicating his own Reputation; but that he or any other Per- 
ſon can ſo teach, as not to give Oceaſion of Offence. and 
Strife to ſome People, is put beyond Doubt by the Repre- 
ſefitation and Petition of the twelve Miniſters, - againſt the 

5 and 8 Ads of the General Aſfembly 1720; and what re- 
lates therunto in the 7 A& of Aſſembly 1422. Entituled, 4 
Act concerning Doctrine, confirming and explaining the Acts 5 
and 8 of General Aſſembly, anno 1 7a. Hot to mention, the 
Teaching of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, and his Apoſtles- 
He nas alſo carefully avoided the Uſe of Expreſſions that 
do bear, and are uſed by Adverfaries in an unſound Senſe, 
as Tetms fit for exprefling the Truth; by which he thinks 
muſt be meant ſuch as are only uſed: by Adverſaries, and al- 
ways in an unſound Senſe; there being many Expreſſions 
that are uſed, both by Friends and Ad verſaries of the 
Truth, in a ſound Senſe, and there are many others that 
do bear, and are uſed by Ad verſaries in an unſound Senſe, 
and yet do bear and are uſed by the Friends of Truth in a 
ſound Senſe, as it is well known, not only many Terms of 
Philoſophy. and Divinity are, but even many Expreſſions 
of rhe holy Scripture, Whence he is perſwaded, at _ 


— — 
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ther of theſe later Sorts of Expreſſions can be meant by the 
AQ, anno 1717.” He is likewiſe careful to avoid the Uſe of 
Hypotheſes, not evidently founded on Scripture,. eſpecially. 
ach as tend to attribute too much to natural Reaſon, and 
the Power of corrupt Nature, or tend to encourage Sloth 
among Chriſtians, or flacken Peoples Obligation unto Go- 
ſpel Holineſs. enn 10 4 £527 l bg 
Now when the Defendant compares, with theſe Prohibi - 
tions of the Act, the Allegations of the Libel, he cannot 
find any neceſſary, nor ſo much as a probable Connection 
between them, none of them being particular Acts, con- 
tained neceſſarily under a Species or Kind of Actions plain- 
ly defined in the three foreſaid Prohibitions, or neceſſary 
Species contained under a Genus or Kind of Actions plainly 
defined in them, as is done in all prohibitory Laws, whe⸗ 
ther divine or human; wherefore the Defendant is not to 
be judged a Tranſgreſſor of the Prohibitions of the fore- 
ſai AR, altho* he had vented, as his own Opinion, any or 
all of the Propoſitions alledged in the Libel, unleſs they 
were particularly mentioned in it, or had been found by the- 
Aſſembly to be not agreeable to our Confeſſion of - Faith and 
Catechiſms, neither the one or other of which is true; or 
if the Aſſembly had forbid him to teach any of the Propo- 
fitions that were controverted among orthodox Divines, or: 
not clearly determined in Scripture, our Confeſſion and Ca- 
techiſms, or in the Writings - of orthodox Divines or if 
they had forbid him to teach any of the Propoſitions con- 
rroverted betwixt Mr. Webſter and him, or if they had for- 
bid him to teach any of the Propoſitions contained in his 
foreſaid Papers mentioned in the Act; then he might have 
been found guilty of tranſgeſſing it, if he had taught, as 
his own Opinion, or recommended as Truth to the Students, 
fome of the Propoſitions alledged in this Libel. But, ſee- 
ing none of theſe Things are contained in this Act, he had 
no Reaſon to ſuſpect he was prohibited to teach the Pro- 
poſitions alledged in this Libel, more than ſome Hundreds 
of other Propoſitions contained in the ſaid Papers. 
It is alſo to be obſerved, That the General Aſſembly, an- 
no 1722. in their Act before named, do mention ſeveral. 
Propoſitions, Pages 25 and 26. that are contrary to Scrip- 
ture, and our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, and are of dan- 
gerous Tendency, which they ſtrictly prohibit all Miniſters 
in this Church to vent or teach, whereby all the Miniſters, 


could certainly know the Propoſitions they were prohibited 


to teach. But by the AQ, anno 1717. neither the Defen- 
dant nor any other Perſon could know, that the Propoi- 


tions, in the Allegations of this Libel, were forbid to be 
taught, | ſeeing they are not .inſerted in that Act, nor are 
they paggicular overt Acts, neceſſarily comprehended in 
theſe Prohibitions, according to the uſual Meaning of the 
Words. Wherefore this Libel is null and void in Law, ſee- 
ing the Allegations of it are not Tranſgreſſions of that Law, 
for which they are adduced in the Libel. The Defendant 
therefore pleads, that this Proceſs may be diſmiſſed; at leaſt 
he craves the Deciſion of the next Aſſembly, upon all the 
Objections contained in this and his former Paper, before 
he be required to give particular Anſwers to the ſeveral Al- 
legations of the ſaid Libel, which have been already judged 
of, and finally determined by the foreſaid AQ, anno 1717. 
ſeeing only the Authority of a General Aſſembly is ſufficienr 
to determine theſe Points. 2 

. Jo. Suso. 


After hearing of the ſaid Paper all once read, the Com- 
mittee proceeded to the Conſideration thereof, Paragraph 
by Paragraph; and in their Reaſoning upon the firſt Para- 
graph, wherein the Profeſſor objects againſt the Libel, be- 
cauſe it includes ſo great an Extent of Time, in which the 
Doctrines therein ſet down, are ſaid to have been taught 
and vented by him, they obſerved, That the Aſſembly par- 
ticularly inſtruòs them to enquire into the Profeſſor's Ob- 
ſervation of the Injunctions given him by the Ad 1717. 
and conſequently authorizes them to begin their Enquiry 
from the Date of that Act; but that the Profeſſor might 
prove alibi, if he thought fit, as to any particular Time con- 
tained in the Space libelled; and that, at the Examination 
of the Witneſſes, they may be particularly interrogated as 
to the Time and Occaſion, when the E 
upon by them, were uttered. | N 

As to the ſecond Objection, taken from the large Bounds 
of the Place libelled, it was argued, That there was nothing 
in that, for the Place was ſo circumſcribed and confined to 
the Town of Glaſgow, that an alibi, with reſpect to Place, 
could eafily be qualified, if the Profeſſor found any Uſe for 
ſuch an Alledgance. | 

As to the Third Objection, That there was no fama cla- 
moſa alledged, nor any particular Accuſer, as is required by 
the Form of Proceſs: And 8 3. Caſe 3. S 8. Chap. VII. of the 
Form of Proceſs being read, it was obſerved, That what is 
required in the Form of Proceſs, as to the fama clamoſa, re- 
lates only to Proceſſes to be commenced ; whereas the Aſ- 
ſembly 1726, ſeems to have found a fama clamoſa, when they 


appoin 


0 elide the Libel. 
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appointed an ＋ to be made, which now the Commit- 
zee is doing, in Obedience to the ſaid Appointment. ' And it 
is notour, that there we 'a flagrant Report widely ſpread 
abroad, that the Profeſſor had continued to teach ſome of 
the Doctrines e to be taught by that Ad 1935» 
And as to the Want of a particular Akcuſer, it is the com- 
mon Practice in Sparc Judicatures, and is agreeable to 
the Form of Proceſs, that Pranſgreſſions are examined, and 
cenſured upon Libels, and otherwiſe, before Judicatures, 
without any particular Accuſer. e 4b £4 £59 90] 

And as to the Fourth Objeftion, That the Characters gi- 
ven to the Opinions and . ge which are prohibited 
by the Act 1717. to be taught and vented, are ſo general, 
that they cannot be the Foundation for ſuch a Libel. It was 
obſerved, Imo. That the forefaid Act particularly conde- 
ſcends upon the Opinions and Hypotheſes vented and adopt- 
ed in his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libels, and in his Letters 
to the deceaſt Mr. Robert Rowan, and to the Committee, 
for Purity of Doctrine. 2do. That ſome particular Articles of 
theſe Doctrines, were judged by the Aſſembly 1517. and 


diſapproven by them; and, as to theſe, the Profeſſor could 


not pretend to be in a Doubt, whether theſe were compre- 
hended under the Prohibition of the foreſaid Act 1717. 3tio. 
It is ſpecially libelled, That, as to all, or feveral of the 
Articles therein ſet down, and all the Subjects in Contro- 
verſy betwixt the Profeſſor and Mr. Webſter, he was in Uſe 
to refer his Scholars to his Writings againſt Mr. Webſter, in 
which Writings all the Articles now libelled are ſet down. 

After the Committee had diſcourſed upon the ſeveral 
Heads of the Objections, the Profeſſor and his Procurators 
were heard at full Length, to make Replies to all that had 


been ſaid upon the whole; and then having removed, the 


Committee proceeded to judge of each Article ſeverally. 
And as to the firf of them, They found'the Objection, as to the 
Time, not ſufficient to elide the Libel, reſerving always to the 
Profeſſor a Liberty to prove alibi, if he has a Mind, as to any par- 
ticular Time contained in the Space libelled, © | | 
As to the ſecond ObjeRion relative to the Extent of the 
Place, They judged that alſo not ſufficient to elide the Libel. 

As to the third Objection, That there was not a fama 
clamoſa, and that there is no particular Accuſer, the Commit- 
tee repelled alſo that Objection, as not ſufficient © 

And as to the Fourth, concerning the Generality of the 
Characters given to the Doctrines prohibited by the Act 
1717. the Committee found likewiſe that Oljection not ſufficient 


After 


After pronouncing of 5 Interlocutors, the Profeſſor was 
called in, and the ſame were intimated to him, and he was 
required now to give ſpecial Anſwers to the Libel, if he had 
any Thi to ſay againft the Relevancy thereof: And he 
ſaid, He was preparing Defences, which he would give in, in 


Writing, to the Committee to Morro. = 3 
The Committee appointed Maſters James Smith, William. 
Wiſhart, Alexander Anderſon, Robert Wodrow and Allan Logan 
Miniſters, the Lord Grange and Provoſt Drummond ruling 
Elders, or any three of them, to conſider the Profeſſor's Pa- 
pers of Objections, and to draw Anſwers thereto, and bring 
them in to their next Sederunt; and alſo to go through all 
the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Committee, . and pur 
them in Form of a diſtin& Report to be laid before the Aſ- 
ſembly, and bring in the ſame as ſoon as they can. 
April 25. ante meridiem. The Subcommittee above named 
for drawing Anſwers to Mr. Simſon's Objections, brought in 
their Draught; and the ſame was read; and; with ſome. A- 
mendments, approven, and ordered to be kept in retentis 
with the ſaid Objections. The Tenot of which Anſwers follows. 


* E - Subcommittee appointed to draw up the Grounds 
& of the Committee's Judgment of not fuftaining the 
four ſeveral Objections that were offered by Profeſſor. Sim- 
fon, in' his Paper againſt the Frame of the Libel, and which 
had been further urged by him and his Lawyers before the 
Committee, have thought meer, from the Members Reaſon- 
ing at the Time when that Affair was under their Conſide- 
ration, ſhortly to offer, e ee 
1. With Reſpect to the firſt and ſecond Objections, re- 
ferring to the Time and Place libelled, That the Aſſemblies 
1726 and 1727. having appointed firſt the Presbytety of 
Glaſgow, and 'thereafter this Committee, to enquire how the 
Profeſſor hath obeyed the Injunction of the General Aſſem- 
bly 1717. as to the Points which they had then prohibited 
him to teach; it was neceſſary the Committee's Enquiry 
ſhould: take in that whole Space of Time, as from the ſaid 
Act 1717. to the Act 1727. at which Time, the Profeſſors 
was ſuſpended from Teaching. The. Place alſo in the Li- 
bel is deſcribed, as far as needful, to be at Glaſgow ; by nei- 
ther of which'the Profeſſor comes' to ſuſtain any Loſs.of the 
proper Exception, if he ſhall make it of his proving bim- 
ſelf alibi-than at Glaſgow, duting any Lear, Month or other 
Time of that Period mentioned in the Libel, ſeeing. the 
Committee, upon his giving in, and proving ſuch an Ex- 
deption, are willing to — the Examination 8 
44.7 & | . Wats 


Witneſſes, ſo far as ſhall relate to ſuch Parts of that Period 
of Years; and to the end that the Concurrence of the 
Witneſſes ad idem may appear, the Committee are Prticular- 
ly to examine them in their Depoſitions, concerning the Time 
and Place of the Profeſſor's Teaching libelled, ſo far as they 
can remember it. Further the Committee could find No- 
thing alledged by the Profeſſor or his Lawyers from the 
Form of Proceſs, or ether Acts of this Church, or any Prin- 
ciples of common Equity, that ſhould ſtop their Enquiry as 
appointed, even by Way of Libel, through that whole Pe- 
riod mentioned in their Libel. * ereity 

2. The publick Fame of the Profeſſor his having taught 
what he was diſcharged to teach, by the Act of Agembly 
1717. being laid before the Aſſemblies 1726 and 1727. 
which they had ſo far Regard to, as thereupon to appoint 
Enquiry to be made how he hath obeyed that Act; and 
there appearing by a Precognition of ſome Witneſſes further 
Ground for the ſaid Fame, the Committee could find No- 
thing from theſe Places quoted in the Profeſſor's Paper, 
from the Form of Proceſs, to ſtop their Proceeding in this 
Way of a Libel, to take Trial of what is now ſo flagrantly 
and credibly reported. And the Committee thought not 
themſelves concerned in what the Profeſſor objects againſt 
the Presbytery of Glaſgow their Conduct, in not acquainting 
him with ſuch a fama clamoſa, neither their omitting to no- 
tice this at the Courſe of their privy. Cenſures for ſeveral 
Years,feeing this ſhould not now hinder ſuch. an Enquiry, ac- 
cording to the Aſſembly's Appointment, when ſach a publick 
Fame hereof is come abroad. Further, if it be ſo as the 
Profeſſor alledgeth, That none of his Scholars have been infected 
with theſe Things he <vas forbidden to teach by the Act 1717. the 
Committee deſire to bleſs. God for preſerving them from 
ſuch Infection; but yet this ſhould not hinder. the Trial, 
if the Profeſſor hath adventured to teach them ſuch Things 
as is alledged. Wherefore the Committee could find No- 
thing of Force in the third Objection, to-hinder their pro- 


ceeding to judge in this Libel. 


3. As to the laſt Objection, from the Doubtfulneſs and 
Uncertainty of what the Aſſembly 1717. did prohibit the 
Profeſſor to teach; the | Committee did ſee from the ſaid 
Act read before them, that the Aſſembly. had conſidered 
therein, that Mr. Simſon, by his printed Anſwers, his Letters 
to Mr. Rowan, and Letter to the Committee there men- 
tioned, had given Offence, and that it is judged, that there- 
in he hath. vented ſome Opinions not neceſſary to be taught 
in Divinity, that have given more Occaſion tq Strife than to 
pro- 


„ IP 
promoting of 1 ; that he hath uſed ſome Expreſſi- 
ons that bear, aud are uſed by Ad verſaries in a bad and 
unſound Senſe; and that he hath adopted Hypotheſes diffe- 
rent frors what are commonly uſed among orthodox Divines, 
that are not evidently founded on Scriptute, and tend to at- 
tribute too much to natural Reaſon, and the Power of cor- 
rupt Nature; whereby the Aſſembly have ſo characterized 
theſe Opinions, Expreſſions and Hypotheſes in Mr. Simſon's 
Anſwers and Letters foreſaid, as others may know them, and 
much more Mr. Simſon: Whence the Aſſembly not only pro- 
hibited and diſcharged Mr. Simſon to uſe ſuch Expreſſions, or 
to teach, preach, or otherwiſe vent ſuch Opinions, Propoſi- 
tions or Hypotheſes, as aforeſaid ; but alſo extended the ſaid 
Prohibition to all Profeflors of Divinity, Miniſters, Preachers, 
and all others in this Church, recommending it to all Facul- 
ties in Univerſities, and to all Presbyteries within this Church, 
to ſee this Act obſerved by all the Perſons foreſaid within 
their ſeveral Juriſdictions, and to cenfure the Contraveners 
as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. And therefore the Committee 
could not but be of Opinion, that if the Propoſitions charg- 
ed upon Mr. Simſon in the Libel, ſhall be found in his ſaid 
printed Anſwers or Letters, and if they ſhall be found to 
anſwer the Characters of Opinions, Expreſſions, or Hypothe- 
ſes foreſaid, and if he ſhall be found to have vented the 
ſame fince the Time of the ſaid Prohibition, that then he, 
as well as any other, ought to be cenſured, according to the 
expreſs Appointment of this Act for the ſame. 
As to Mr. Simſon's pretended Care to avoid theſe Things 
prohibited in this AQ, the Committee could find this of no 
Weight to hinder their proceeding to try, by this Libel, if his 
Care was indeed ſuch as he profeſſeth. And as to his plead- 
ing, that although he had vented as his own Opinion all the 
Propoſitions hbelled, this could not make him a Tranſgreſ- 
ſor of that Ac, ſeeing they are not therein particularly men- 
tioned. This is over- ruled by the Act it ſelf, which, though it 
mention no particular Propoſition of Mr. Simſon's, yet appoint- 
eth, that the Contraveners of the Act in general be cenſur- 
ed, while the Contravention by Mr. Simſon, as to the Points 
wherewith he had been charged, and was by the Act prohi- 
bited to uſe or vent, could only be by his uſing or venting 
the Expreſſions, Propoſitions or Hypotheſes contained in his 
ſaid Letters and Anſwers, and characterized in the ſaid Act. 
And as to what he further adds, That theſe Propoſitions in the 
Libel are contained under no Species or Genus of the Prohibitions in 
*be Act; the Committee will have this before them when they 
come to judge of the Releyancy of the particular Articles of 
che Libet... „ FLO Then 


* 


Then the Profeſſor produced his Anſwers and Defences 
in cauſa, againſt the Relevancy of the Libel exhibited a- 
gainſt him; and firſt the Libel, and thereafter th foreſaid 
Defences, were all read, the Tenor whereof follows. 


S++S+$$$+++4$#$++ +++ +++ 
ANSWERS and DEFENCES for 
Ar. John Simſon Profeſſor of Divinity in 
the Univerſity of Glaſgow, againſt the Li- 
bel exhibited againſt him by, and now lying 
before the Reverend Committee appointed to 
ripen his Aﬀair, by Att of Aſſembly Anno 
—: 8 


2 * * — a. 424 woukd an FAY , 


"T He ſaid Mr. Fobn Simſon ſaving to himſelf all Objecti- 

ons and Exceptions competent againſt the ſaid Libel, 
and particularly adhering to the ObjeGions given in to the 
ſaid reverend Committee, both againſt their exhibiting and 
judging of a new Libel againſt him, and to the Objections 
1 againſt the Form of the ſame, and Reference being had to 
11 the ſaid Objections, which are herein holden as repeted, and 
taken as a Part of his full Anſwers to the faid Libel, be 
does now humbly lay before the reverend Committee, what, 
in his Opinion, may be a full and ſatisfactory Anſwer to e- 
'/ Fil very Allegation contained in the Libel. ; 


| 
| + Concerning all which, except the laſt, and another out of 
Wh his Letters to Mr. Rowan, the Defendant obſerves in gene- 
| ral, That they appear to him to be Propoſitions taken out 
| of his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libel, which was lying be“ 


fore the General Aſſembly annis 1716 and 1717. and before 
the Committee for Purity of Doctrine, appointed by Aſſem- 
bly 1715. to examine that Proceſs, and was finally determi- 
ned by General Aſſembly 1717. which found none of theſe 
Propoſitions mentioned in this Libel, contrary to the Mord 
of God, or the Confeſſion of Faith, or Catechiſms of this Church, 
more than an. hundred other Propoſitions contained in his 
ſaid Defences. The Defendant therefore had no Reaſon to 
think, that any, or all of theſe Propoſitions alledged in this 
Libel, were meant by the Prohibitions in the Act 171. 
more than other Propoſitions contained in them, ſeeing that 
Act does not forbid him to teach all, or any one of the Pro- 
poſitions contained ih his ſaid Anſwers, nor yet any, or a 
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of the Propoſitions that had been controverted between him 
and Mr. Webſter, nor does it name theſe alledged in this Li- 
bel, nor © define them, as the Defendant, or any other 
Perſon could, by the Words of that Act, diſcern them from 
the reſt. From which the Defendant pleads, that all, and 
every one of theſe Propoſitions, as they ſtand connected and 
qualified in his ſaid Anſwers, are not ſufficient to infer his 
having diſobeyed the ſaid Act, alcho* he had taught them 
as they ſtand in his ſaid Anſwers. | 

The Firſt Allegation is, That, by the Light of Nature, and 


Works of Creation and Providence, including Tradition, God 


hath given an obſcure objective Revelation unto all Men, of 
bis being reconcilable to Sinners; and that the Heathen may 
know there is a Remedy for Sin provided, which may be called an 
implicite or obſcure Revelation of the Goſpel, Theſe are taken 
from the ſecond and third Propoſitions of his Anſwers to 


the firſt Article of Mr. Webſter's Libel, Pages 77, 78, 79. to 


which is ſubjoined a Propoſition taken out of Article 3. pro- 


buably by Overſight, which he muſt defer the Anſwer io, un- 


til he come to the other Propoſitions taken from that Ar- 
ticle, that he may avoid Confuſion, needleſs Repetitions 
and Tediouſneſs, both to his reverend Judges and himſelf ; 
bat ſhall conſider, with the other two, the Propofition that 
follows it, viz. That if the Heathen, in the Uſe of the Means 
#hey have, would ſeek the Knowledge of the Way of Reconciliation, 
God would diſcover it to them, which is taken from the follow- 


ing fourth Propoſition of Article 1. 


To which it is anſwered, That theſe Propoſitions, as alled- 
ged, in the Libel, are diveſted of the Explications and Limi- 
rations by which their Meaning is determined, as they ſtand 
in the Defendant's ſaid Anſwers, and by being thus not full 
enough, are therefore not fairly repreſented, ex. gr. the 2 
of theſe Propoſitions, the 3 in the Anſwers, Pages 78, 79. 
The Heathen may know there is a Remedy provided, P. 78 and 79 
in Middle. This Propoſition, with the former, is manifeſtly a Part of 


the Goſpel, but fo ſmall, as is no Way ſufficient to Salvation, and 


ſo may, on that Account, be called an implicite Revelation of the 
Goſpel, And in the following Anſwer 2. For this objective 
Revelation of God's being reconcilable, and having provided ſome 
Remedy for Sin, which is given to the Heathen, doth neither 
zeach them Chriſt the only Remedy, nor the Covenant of Grace, 
which is the Method of applyins that Remedy : And therefore 
cannot teach them the one or othey of the Diſpenſations of 
the Covenant of Grace. And Page 77. The Heathen have 


not a ſufficient Knowledge of God and of bis Will, which is neceſ- 


fery ty Salvation. 


The Defendant therefore craves, that his whole Anſwers 


to that Article may be read from Prop. 1. P. 76. to the End 


of that Article. The true Meaning of God's Word may be 


grolly miſrepreſented, by picking out of it Propoſions here 


and there. 2dly. The Defendant denies, that he ever taught 
theſe Propoſitions alone, as they ſtand in the Libel; and that 
Allegation, which ſays, he referred the Students to his printed An- 
ſevers to Mr. Webſter, evidently proves, that, in caſe he has, at 
at any Time, taught them, he taught them as in the Book ; 
/ and when he referred them at any Time to that Book, he 
deſired them to read what was ſaid both by Mr. Webfter and 
him, and the Authors cited by both, and examine the Whole 


impartially, according to Scripture, and what was contained in 


our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, and form their Judgment accor- 


ding to what appear'd to be moſt agreeable to Truth, without 


any Regard to the Defendant's Opinion, and charged them 
to beware of taking any Thing on his Authority, or learning 
Error from either his Words or Writing, which the Defen- 
dant offers to prove by unexceptionable Witneſſes, if any de- 
ny or doubt of it, Whence it is plain, that altho' theſe Propo- 
ſitions, as they lay in his ſaid Anſwers, had been meant of 
the Prohibitions of the ſaid A&, yet the Way that he menri- 
oned them in his teaching, could not be called a Trangreſſi- 
on of that Act, unleſs it had forbid him to mention them in 
his teaching, which, it is plain, it does not. | | 

But ſeeing theſe Propoſitions, as explained and limited by 
him in the ſaid Anſwers, appear to be fo plainly meaar in our 
Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. XXI. F 1. and are ſo fully taught by 
theſe eminent Divines, Doctors Owen and MWitfius, for very 
uſeful Purpoſes in Divinity, the Defendant had not the leaſt 
Ground to ſuſpect they were meant in the Prohibitions of 
that Act; and therefore concludes, that this Allegation gives 
neither a full and juſt Account of what he lays in his An- 
ſwers to Mr. Webſter on this Subject, nor of the Way he taught 
any Thing about it, and therefore is neither true, nor ſuffi- 
cient to prove him guilty of J that Act. 

2aly. He ſhall conſiders the Propoſitions juſt now left out 
of the firſt Allegation, but muſt prefix to it two other Propo- 
ſitions taken out of the ſame third Article, from which it is 
drawn by Conſequence, which are placed out of their natu- 


ral Order towards the End of the Libel, probably alſo by O- 


verſight. They are theſe, That it is more than probable, that all 
baptized Infants, dying in Infancy, are ſaved, which is taken 


out of his Anſwers to Claſs 1. Art. III. Prop. HI. P. 11 


and 112. The next is, And that it is manifeſt, if God ſyould 
deny bis Grace to all, or any of the Ohildren of Infidels, b 


— 


a mA «= £4 _— F3 


mn _ M9 .< 


Amma s rr” X ©3*)) MM, jo. ha 


4249.09 


4 


f 


5 CS 07 ©» FI Ou 2% VV *Y 'Y 


— 


1 


EG Vu WS 


1 1v% w oo | ow WW Www y, ft 


1 s ww $3 _ TY 


* [ 
— 


3 
bn deal more ſeverely with them than be did with the fallen 
Angels. Taken out of the ſame 41. 2. Prop. 4. P. 115, Sr. 
Then follgws the Propofition, That it is probable, that none 
are excluded from the Benefit of the Remedy for Sin provided by God, 
and publiſbed twice to the World, except thoſe who by aftual Sin 
exclude themſelves, and ſlight or reject either the clearer Light of 
the Goſpel revealed to the Church, or that obſcurer Diſcovery and 
Yer of Grace made to all without the Church, which is taken out 
9 laid Art. 3. Prop 5. P. 111. ---< 

To which the Defendant anſwers, Firf. That theſe Pro- 
poſitions in common Equity, ate to be taken as explained. 
and limited by him in his ſaid Anſwers, out of which they 
are-excerpted, and. therefore he craves, that all thar Part 
of his Anſwers, from Prop. 3. P. Tro. may be read, ſeeing 
neither the above mentioned Committee, nor the — 
Aſſembly 1717. who gave their Judgment on this Article, 

und any Propoſition therein contrary to Scripture and our 


24h. tte Defendänt dert for now remember if ever he 


bet any of cheſe Propofitions ſince that Aſſembly 1717. 
but does remember that 


10 he has deſignedly waved them, and 
thought it ſufficient to ſhew to the Students, that the Ar- 
07 55 adduced to prove that the Elect were fewer than 
the Reprobate, and that any baptized Infants dying in Infancy, 
were damned, or that the Children of Heathens dying in 
Infancy, were certainly damned, were not concluſibe, and 
therefore, all the Arguments and Objections of Adverfaties 
ainſt theſe Hypotheſes, and the common Proteſtant Do- 
Grin eee as - clogged with them, did fall ro the 
ITOUN 8 Eier | Wo 0 | 
34h. If be has at any Time mentioned them, and referred 
the Students to his ſaid Anſwers, he has doubtleſs done it 
in the Manner, and with the Cautions related in the formet 
Allegation, which Way of mentioning them is evidently 


- 


no Traaſgreihon of the laid A HH HH ae, 

.M 2 The Defendant had no Reaſon to ſi pe&, from the 
Prohibition of that Act, that he was forbid teaching the 
firſt of theſe. Propoſitions, which has been determined'fo po- 


fitively by fuch famous Divines for Learning, Orthodoxy 


and Piety, as Wallzzs and Pictet, not to mention others, 
without being fo much as blamed for it in the leaſt, that 
the Defendant. ever heard of, and the Uſe they make 
of it ſhews; it is not unneceſſary to be taught in Diviniry. 
He could as littte imagine, that the Second of theſe Propo- 
ſicions was meant in the Prohibition of that Act, ſeeing for 
famous an orthodox Divine as Franciſcus Funius, not to men- 
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tion others, does to ſo good an Uſe teach it as cited in the 


Anſwers, P. 113, 114. | 


As to the Third of theſe Propoſitions, it is only a Ptopos 
fition that by conſequence follows from the oth& Two, it 
is inſerted as in the Libel; the firſt Words of it are left out, 
viz. Altha* all Mankind be under God's Curſe, and deſerve his 
Wrath, yet I think, &c. The Reference alſo made to what 
was ſaid on the firſt Article, is omitted, viz. That it is no 
lufficient Kt of God and bis Will, which is neceſſury 10 
Salvation, P. 77. it is manifeſtly a Part of the Goſpel, but ſo 


ſmall as is no Way ſufficient to Salvation, ——doth neither teach 


them Chrift the only Remedy, nor the Covenant of Grace, &%; 
P. 79. The Meaning of this Propoſition ſeems ſufficiently 
explained in P. 115, 116, 117. compared with what is ſaid 
on Art. 1, by which it appears, that the Profeſſor never 
meant, by People's excluding themſelves by actual Sin, that 
all Children were within the Covenant of Grace, until they 
committed actual Sin, and that thereby they caſt themſelves 
out of it; for he as firmly believes, as any in this Church, 
that all the Elect, and they alone, either are already, or ſhall 
be at their Converſion brought within the Bond of the Co- 
venant of Grace, and be kept by the Power of God through Faith 
unto Salvation; and that all the Reprobate, and they only, 
both are, and {hall be for ever out of it. But he is oo 
ſpeaking of what will render them utterly inexcuſable in the 
righteous Judgment of God, and what may be a more or leſs 
probable Argument for the charitable Judgment of Men 
concerning their being of the. Number of the Elect, or not: 
Wherefore the Defendant pleads, that there is nothing in 
any of theſe Propoſitions, as explained by him, that can fall 
under the Prohibirions of that Act 111). altho' he does not 
remember, as he ſaid before, that he has täught them, e- 
2 the laſt, as either expreſſed in the Libel, or in his 

oreſaid Anſ wers. P 

In the Third Place, the Defendant proceeds to conſider 
the Second Allegation in the Libel,” namely, That there ave 


| Means appointed of God, for obtaining ſaving Grace, which Means 


when diligently uſed with Seriouſneſs, Sincerity and Faith of being 
beard, (in the Book is added in Oppoſition to Sloth, Hypocriſy, De- 
ceit and Formality) God hath promiſed io bleſs with Succeſs, and 


| that the going about theſe in the foreſaid Manner, is not above the 


Beach of our natural Ability and Power, ( to which ſhould be added 
the Words immediately following ) were they rightly applied and 
2 Taken out of Anſwer to Article 7. of Claſs 1. P. 
216. 1 f A nt” 
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Ta which the Defendant anſwers, . Firf. That by picki 75 : 


out. Pieces o ene out of his ſaid ' Anſwers, h 
Meaning is not fairly repreſented, or rather groſly miſreprę- 
ſented. he two Additions omitted, fet the Allegatioh in 
a quite different Light, much more will they be if compared 
with what he ſays in that Anſwer, which he craves may be 
read, from P. 212. to the End, by which it will appear, that 
he in all this, teaches nothing bur what our Lor ef 
plainly taught and inculcated in the Places quoted, and 
what is taught in many other Places of Sctiptute and our 
Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 14: Of ſaving Faith, which, it ſays, 


7s ordinarily woe of the Miniftry of the Word, proved from 
wy Roms > 14, 17. anc 
= Queſtions, How is the Word made effectual to Salvation? And 
= how is the Word to be read and beard, that it may become effet- 
= alto Salvation? It js the Spirit of God that makes it effectual 
0 Salvation: But yet, that it may be thus made effectual 
to Salvation, we muſt attend thereon with Diligence, Pre- 
= paration and Prayer, &% The celebrated Hoinbetk doth al- 
io teach the ſame with the Defendant in the Place quoted 
in his Anſwers, P. 215, 216. and 6hr famous Mr. Guthrie; 
in his exoellenc Treatiſe of the Chriftian's great "Intereſt, 
| teaches the ſame, Part 2. Chap. 3. What ii previouſly required 


in Leſſer Catechiſm, Anſwer to theſe 


' thoſe that would believe in Cbriſt Feſul. And P. 165, Ses 
(dit. Edin. 1720. and Chap. 7. in Anſwer tö the Objection 
taken from Want of Power, P. 215, 216, c. fays he, It'\;5* 
true, that ſaving Faith is above our Pocver, and 5s. tb Gift of 
God,—yet, Fifſt. The Lord bath left ii as à Duty bn all who” 
bear this Goſpel tordially by Faith, to cloſe with bis Offer of Sab 
tion through Cbriſt; and hon muſt know, that" altho" tbe nor 
in our Power to perform that Duty, — yet the Lord inuy juſtiy con- 
demn for not performing it. — 2dly. The Lord commanding this 
Thing, which is above our Power, willeth us tobe ſenſpble of ou. 
Inability to do the Thing, and would bade us putting it on him to 
work it in uu. — He bath promiſed to give the new Heart, and 
be hath not excluded any from the Benefit of that Promiſe. Jdly2 
The Lord uſeth, by theſe Commands and Invitations, and Mens 
Meditation on the ſanie, and their Supplication about the Thingy 
to convey Power unto the Soul to perform the Duty's 'Therefore”E 
do obtef# thee in the Lord's Name, to lay to Heat theſe Hr Cm 
mands and Promiſes, and meditate upon them, and apon the Be 
ſed Buſineſs of the he Covenant, and pray unto "God as yok can; 
over them, for be will be enquired to do theſe Things, Eze . kerle 
). Lay thy cold Heart to that Device of God, — and im Chriff/ 
Feſus, and look to him for Life and Quickning, eſſay to pleaſt that. 
n the. May God doth . it, and to cloſe with ant veſt 


„ 7 


25 


on Cbriſt for it, as if all were in thy Potver, yet looking uo him 


for the Thing, as knowing that it muſt come front him, and if thou. 
da ſo, he who meets them, who remember bim in bi Mnuyt, Ha. 


lxiv. 5. will nat be wanting on his Part, and thou [halt not have 


Ground to ſay, that thou movedſt towards the Thing, 7 6 


could do no more for want of Strength, and ſo left it at God's Poor. 
It ſpall not fail on 'his Part, if thou have a Mind tothe Buſineſs. 
This appears to the Defendant to be the ſame with, what. 
he ſays, and only to differ a little in the Way of expoplang 

* 


it, and he does not remember to have taught or pręachec 
ſince the Year 1717. any more, or any Sther Th tha! 
what is here delivered by Mr. Guthrie. and Mr. Charnock on, 
Jobn i. 13. Vol.) 2. Edit, 1684. P. 184. Prop. 3. Men babe 4, 
Pozwer of attending on the outward. Means G1 hath appointed for 
Regeneration; ho Man cannot venew himſelf, yet be hath 4 na- 


i ' , 


tural Power to attend on tbe Means God hath afforded, —— And, 


below, there are two great Means God hath afforded, hearing the 
Mord, and Prayer. Eirſt. Hearing ihe Word. Have not Men a 
Horner to go bear the Word, io bear 4 Sermon, At well a to ſee 42 
Play? 2dly. Prayer. I do not mean a ſpiritual Prayer, which it 
natural Prayer by common Inſtinct, ſuch an one as the Apo 
Simon Magus on, who be knew was — in the Gall of 


ut 
in 


by the ſpecial. Aifance and Indwelling # the Holy Ghoft, but of 4. 
1 


8 
neſs, and Bond of Iniquity, yet ſuppeſeth bim to have 4 

ir ſome Manner to Kos bis Eres to Galton vamp pray in 
the Holy Ghoſt, but you may ſend up natural and rational Cries to. 
God, as Jonah: d, every Ma * Have 
ye. not at much Poter to cry to the true God, as the Heather: to 
falſe ones ? Prop. 4. Man bath @ Power to exercyſe Conſiderations. 
Eirſt. Can you not refle& upon your ſelves ?; 2dly. Can you not 


conſider the Word? P. 145. 3dly: Can you, not cheriſh thoſe Mo- 


tions which are put into you by Conſideration ? P. 146. and An- 


ſever to Queſtion Second. If we have not Ability to renew ourſelves, 


auby doth God command us to do e Pp. 187, &c. and P. 196. 
5thly. This Weakneſs doth not excuſe from Obedience to this Com- 
mand, becauſe God denies no Man. Strength to perform what be 
commands, if he ſeek it at his Hands: No Man can plead that he 
evould have been regenerated, and turned to God, and could not. 
Hath not our Lord made a Promiſe in bis fr Sermon to the Mul- 
titude, That God will give good Things to them that ask 
him, with a much more than Men give good. Gifts to their 
Children? Matth.. vii. 11, &c. And in his Exhortation to theſe 
yet in à natural Condition, ſays, Firſt. Endeavour to be ſenſible 
of . your, natural - Impotence. 2dly. Make Uſe of the Power you 
baue, avoid theſe Sins * have Power to avoid. adly. Uſe the 
Adeans appointed by God, Fol. 203. Firſt. Uſe the — 
| |  vertly, 


ing than 


br. 


's Mariners did, every Man to his God. Have. 


27 J 
vent iy, with as much Ardor as you ſet upon 23 Thing of worldly 
Concern.  2dly, Uſe the Means dependent y. zdly. Pray earneſtly, 
intreat _ ſend his Grace. Lo you pray for your daily Bread, 
avhy, do yeSnot for ſpecial Grace? Ls there not à Fulneſs of Argu- 
ments in his Mord? you may daily read ſuch Arguments in bis. 
Word, you may. daily plead them, if you do not this, it is not, * 
cannot, but your will not. Cry out of the . the fallen 
Nature, which cannot reach ſo high as a holy Thought, Surely 
God cuill not be deaf to the natural Prayers of his rational Crea- 
tures, put up to bim with a natural Integrity, no more than be is 
to the Cries of Animals, to the Voice of the Lion ſeeking for his Prey, 
&c, And Mr. Anderſon Miniſter of Dumbartoun, and after- 
wards of Glaſzow, in his excelleut Book againft Mr. Rhind, in 
the Conference betwixt the Calviniſt Teacher. and the De- 
bauchee, P. 212. Calv. How, Sir, may you not do more than 
you do? Have not I ſbewn you, bow far you may go upon Strength 
of Nature or common Grace. ( as be had ſaid before as far as Pla= 
to or Seneca went ) What Neceſſity then are you under to continue 


( 


2, 45 you are? Befpdes, if, together with other Means, you would 
„pray to God for eſfectual Grace, you ſhould certainly obtain it, if you 


do not you are inexcuſable. And P. 213. Deb. Well then, if my 
Prayer be not . why ſbould I pray for what I am not to 
obtain? Calv. Poor Sophiſtry ! God commands you to pray, and 
that Command makes it your Duty, and it is while People are in 
tbe Way of their Daly: that God. ordinarily comes with bis free 

Grace, vhereas the wo of it renders. them utterly inexcuſable = : 
Up then and be doing, break eff your Courſe of Debauchery, which 
you are under no other Neceſſity of continuing in, but what the 
Habit of it bas brought upon you, and. ply Prayer with all your 
Might, which you ſee you ave obliged to 4 by virtue of God's Au- 
thority, and aſſure yourſelf God will not condemn for what you can- 
not, but for what you. will not do. And in his Sermon preach- 
ed at ther Opening of the Synod of Glaſgow and Are, 4- 
pril 1712. on Aﬀs xx. 28. publiſhed at the Deſire of the 
ſaid- Synod, P. 33. The Goſpel makes offer of ſupernatural Grace, 
which the Law did not, and in the Uſe of the Means which 
God bas appointed, it affords the ſame, —— And the Uncon- 
verted muſt be taught, that they cannot expect converting 
Grace, but in the Uſe of the Means which God bas pre- 
ſcribed, And P. 53. he ſets down our Adverſaries Obje- 
Qion, as for di couraging People to uſe their own En- 
deavours for getting ont of an unconverted State, and an- 
ſwers, I perſwade my ſelf, that the loading any Miniſter of 
the Fe Church with ſuch a Charge, is pure Caluminy ; 
for bow can any Miniſter be ſo thoughtleſs as, not t6 . conſiders 
that the only Way wherein his Preaching can be uſeful to the Ua 
N ed; 
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inſiſted on with the a 75 The not conſidęring of which, he 


. OS 
converted, is by exciting them to uſe their own Endeavouys, and 
perſwading them that they ſpall not be in vain} And P. 54. ha- 
ving told, That the miſerable Condition of unconvertedySinners is 
frequently inſiſted on; and with the greateſt Reaſon he adds, 
But then the greateſt Care muſt be taken (as I hope it is) that it 
be never ſo repreſented as to make People think, that their Pray- 
ers and Endeavour, for getting out of that Condition, will be to 
o Purpoſe. Which he proves from the =. ng Exhortation 
to Simon Magus, Acts viii. 22. and alittle below, *Tis in- 
eed very plain, that there is not a natural Connection betwixt. 
the moral Endeavours of an unconverted Perſon, and the ſpecial 
Grace ef G d; as if God were in Fuſtice obliged to beftow the lat- 
ter upon all that uſe the former. But then it is as plain, that 
both, in reſpe& of God's ordinary Way of Dealing, and in reſpe&. 
of the Promiſes of Grace in the Scripture, there is ſuch a Connecti- 
on betwixt them, as is both ſufficient to convince an unconverted 
Sinner of the Neceſſity of moral Endeavours, and to encourage him 
in the Uſe of them. The former he proves from Ezek. xxxvi. 
26. compared with v. 37. Then P. 55. he adds, And. if an 
unconverted Sinner thus enquire, be that meets thoſe that remem- 
ber bim in his Ways, will not be wanting on his Part; nor will be 
give Ground to any Sinner to complain, that when be had moved 
towards Converſion, till bis own Strength failed bim, he was for- 
ced at 75 to leave it at God's Door: No, it never fails on God's 
Part. Then he proves the Promiſe from Luke xi, 13. and 
having anſwered ſome Difficulties, he concludes in the End 
of this and Beginning of the next Page, That theſe Things 
may be ſufficient to perſwade People, that their Prayers and other 
1 even in that Caſe, are ſo far from being loſt, that they 
are indeed nec'ſſary to obtain the Grace Conperſion. I am per- 
ſwaded tis abſolutely neceſſary, that ſuch Things be explained and 


owned in Experience filled the Mouths of Adverſaries with 
Obje&ions, and the Minds of ſeripys People with Scruples 
ad needleſs Troubles. SEW, 
Now ſeeing fo 22 of the greateſt Lights of our own 
and our neighbouring Churches have found jt ſo neceſſary 
and uſefpl, to teach the ſame Doctrines that the Defendant 
does, in his ſaid Anſwers, without being blamed for it; but 
on the contrary, with Applauſe and Conimendation, ſo far 
as ever the Defendant heard, how could it enter into the 
Defendant's Mind, to ſufpect, that. by the Prohibitions of 
the ſaid Act, he was forbid to teach the ſaid Doctrine, which 
equally guards againſt aſcribing too much to corrupt Na- 
fure with the Pelagiaus and Semipelagians, ſaying, Man is 
able by bis ow Strength $0 convert himſelf, or prepan 
* n i; | MPH} CE SR, » - im- 
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himſelf thereunto, and aſcribing too little to it, ſo as to 
cauſe People negle& the Means God has appointed to be 
uſed by AI Men, for obtaining ſaving Grace, or harden them 
in their Sin, or turn them deſperate? N 
2. As far as the Defendant can underſtand the Meaning 
of the Words of the foreſaid Author, he thinks they fully 
expreſs his Sentiments, as the Expreſſions are in Subſtance 
much the ſame. And if it can be ſhewn to him, that his 
Words contain any erroneous Senſe, which is guarded a- 
gainſt by theirs, he will be much obliged to any that will 
make it appear to him, and ſhall willingly correct it. From 
the whole he pleads, that this Article is inſufficient to prove 
his breaking of the ſaid AQ. And goes on, in the fourth 
Place, to conſider the next Allegation, viz. That ratio, ut ſu- 
mitur pro evidentibus propoſitionibus naturaliter revelatis, eft prin- 
cipium ſeu fundamentum Theologie ; and, that Nothing is to be 
admitted in Religion, but what is agreeable to Reaſon, and de- 
termined by Reaſon to be ſo. © WI. = Wh 
To which the Defendant anſwers, frft. That ſo far as he 
remembers, he never taught or vented what is here alledg- 
ed, except in one of his Letters to Mr. Rowan, which af- 
terwards he ſufficiently explained, and denies he ever taught 
theſe Propoſitions as laid in the Libel. * 
2. He craves, That his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libel, 
Claſs 2. Art. 11. Pag. 254, Ec. and his Anſwers to Mr. 
Webſter's ſecond Propoſition, given in to the General Aſſem- 
bly 1716. Pag. 11 and 12. may be read. | 
3. The Committee for preſerving Purity of Doctrine, N -d 
ed to cognoſce in this Proceſs, in their Report to Aſſembly 
1717. declare theſe Propoſitions as explained by the Defen- 
der in his Letters to Mr. Rowan, and his Anſwers before 
the Aſſembly, to be true and ſound Propoſitions ; on Art. 
11. additional Libel. —— But if by Reaſon we underſtand 
evident. Propoſitions naturally revealed, and by principium & fun- 
damentum, the Argument by which any Propoſition is proved to 
be true, ſo that the Meaning of the Propoſition be, that Reaſon 
is the Argument by which natural Religion is proved, and the di- 


vine Authority of the holy Scriptures for rational Conviction, and is 


the Mean of Probation by which it is ſhewed, that this or that 
particular Doctrine is contained in the Scriptures, or that proving, 
unto rational Conviction, the Truths of our holy Religion, «ve muſt at 
of come to evident Propoſitions naturally revealed, ſuch as that 

d is, and whatſoever God vevealeth is true, &c. and that 
therefore Nothing can be admitted in Religion, which , plainly con- 
tradicts evident Propoſitions naturally revealed, becauſe then. we 
would be obliged to believe that both Sides of a Contrgdittion org, 

** % 36 AC e 1 true ; 
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. 
zrue; in this Senſe the Committee judge of this. W libelled 
10 be a trus and ſound Propoſption. ; and this is the Way Mr. Sim- 
ſon bas explained it, both in his Letters to Mr, Rowan, and in 
his Anſwers before the Aſſembly. And below, As to the ſecond In- 
ference, Nothing is to be admitted in Religion, but what is agree- 
able to Reaſon, and determined by Reaſon to be ſo, The ſaid Com- 
mittee ſays, But if the Meaning only be, that Nothing is reveal- 
ed in the Scriptures, which really cuntradicts evident Propoſitions 
naturally revealed, and that, we muff make Uſe of our Reaſon ta 
ſbew that there is no Inconſiſtency of Scripture Doctrinet with right 
' Reaſon, in our Diſputes. with Hereticks, as My. Simſon explains 
it, Page 13. of printed Anſwers given in to the Aſſembly, then it 
has Nothing unſound in it. To which the Defendant needs 
only add, That the Doctrine is found needful to be taught 
by all our Divines, commonly in their Syſtems. And among 
others Profeſſor Witſius has given a particular Treatiſe a- 
bout it in his Miſcellan. Vol. 2. exercit. 17. de uſu & abuſu ratio- 
mis, &c. Pag. 582. wherein he explains ratio as the Defen- 
dant does, and teaches the fame Things about it. 

As every Profeſſor of Divinity ought to beware of attribut+ 
ing too much to natural Reaſon, about which the Defen» 
dant has been ſufficiently cautious, as appears by what is 
ſaid ; ſo on the other Hand, a Profeflor is to be no leſs care- 
ful to guard againſt aſeri bing too little, either to our ratio- 
nal Faculties, or to evident Propoſitions naturally revealed, 
as theſe do who take all on Truſt from their Teachers, or 
receive all on the Authority of the Church they live in 7. 

implicite Faith; and theſe who ſay the rational Faculties o 
Men, in this their lapſed State, are ſo corrupted, that we 
cannot know the Difference between a real and ſeeming Con- 
tradiction, which is an Hypotheſis that deſtroys at once all 
Certainty, both in Philoſophy and Religion, and intro- 
duces univerſal Scepticiſm, and ſo we cannot tell, whether 
the Books of the Old and New Teftament, or the Alcorau of 
Mabomet, or the Dictates of Confucius, or the Decrees of the 
Roman Pontiff, or the Dreams of St: Bridget, and the like, be 
the true Oracles of God; not to mention greater Abſurdi-, 
ties, which the Defendant abhors to name. 

Upon the whole he pleads, That he never taught theſe, 
Propofitions as laid in the Libel, and what he teaches on 
this Subje& is ſound and neceſſary Doctrine. 

5. The next Allegation is, That it is inconſiſtent with the 
Fuſtice and Goodneſs of God, to create a Soul withoat original 
Righteouſneſs, or Diſpoſitions to Good; and the Souls of Infants 
Pnce the Fall, as they come from the Hands of their Creator, are as. 
pore and boly, as the Souls of Infants would have been 22 
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* X Wherefore the Defendant could not imagine this Propofition 
7 was matt in the Prohibition of the ſaid AR, unleſs ey had 
forbid bim to vent or teach any Propofition thus contfovet- 


| 3 . _ — - 3! . A ne = | met ogg 
pee Min ba not fallen, and that they Ars cento u pure 


and holy as Adam's was cye#ted, except 4s tb theſe 'Qualffoativns 
and Hitbits which be received, as being ereareil in + State, 
This is ten out of the Defendant's Anſwer to'Cla/s 1. Arts 
Por: 204 WPF eget 7 1 
To Ani tts are tomb That theſe Propoſitions, av 
laid in the Libel, give not a full and fair Repreſentation of 
the Defendant's Meaning. He therefore craves, That the 
whole of his Anſwers to rhe ſaid Article may be read; from 
which it will appear, that what he thinks inconſiſtent with 
the Juſtice and Gobdneſs of God, is to produce a rational 
Creature without any Diſpoſition to Good, much more to 
create it with Inclinations to Evil: And there being no Mids 
between theſe two, but the Pe. State of pare Nature, 
he thinks the Souls of Adam's Poſterity are'created pute, as 
they come from the Hands of their Creator, r. And the 
foreſaid Committee placed this Article, which only relates 
to the Way of the Propagation of original Sin in the feevad 
Y thefe' controverted among orthodox Divines/ 


ted, or had hained theſe Propoſitions. -” TO 
\ zh. So far as the Defendant can recolleR, either what he 
defigned to teach, or did actually teach on this Subject ſince 
1717. was no more than what the leurned Obarnock (not to 
mention others) ſuys, near the End of his Diſcourſe of the 
Effcient of Regeneration, Fol. 228. the 24 Page of the Leaf. 6. 
Monrn for your n — The Son in Orention 
comes pure bu of God's Hund; bit it is poiſoned by the Fleſh, a 
the Imparity in the ſenſitive Part of Man. To which the De- 
fendant may poſſibly ſometime have added, that, ſuppoſing E. 
the Souls of Adam's Poſterity were created as pure and per- 
fekt as they would have been, if he had not fallen; yet by 
their being united to ſuch corrupt Bodies, as are propagated 
from fallen Adam by ordinary Generation, and continuing ſo 
long in that Union, naturally — of exerciſing their 
rational Powers, they muſt naturally be cainted with theſe 
Inclinations and Diſpoſitions to Evil and Diflike of Good, 
which the corrupt Conſtitutions of the Body, according to 
its Proper Influence, tempts and inclines them to: So that 
as ſoon as the Soul is united to ſach a corrupt Body, the 
Perſon conſiſting of this Soul and Body, does manifeſtiy 
want that original Righteouſneſs, which the Infants of 4 
dam's Race would have had, in cafe he had not fallen. 


Where- 


32 
Wherefore he pleads that this Allegation is neither tele“ 
vant nor true, as laid in the Libel. 55 8 
6. The next Allegation of the Libel is, That there was not 

a proper Covenant made with Adam, for himſelf and h Poſterity. 
That Adam was not a federal Head to his Poſterity : And that 
if Adam was made a federal Head, it muſt be by a divine Com- 
mand, which is not found in the Bible. This ſeems to be taken; 
out of Anſwers to Claſs 1. Art. 6. and he wiſhes: the Pages 
had been marked, for it is not eaſy to find theſe three Pro- 
poſitions, as expreſſed in the Libel. _ Tr 3 
To which the Defendant needs only anſwer, That it muſt, 


* 


appear evident, that there is no Shadow of Relevancy in 
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this Allegation, as ſoon as whar the Defendant ſays in his fp | 
Anſwer, is truly repreſented. As that by a proper Covenant 5 
he always meant a proper Covenant in the ſtrict Senſe of 
Lawiers, Page 161. and that he agreed to Mr. Webſter's own. 
Account of the Covenant of Works, except that neither the 
Nature nor Name of a proper Covenant agree to it, Page 
163. at Foot, and 164 at Head, 4ud denying tbe Covenant 7 
Works to be a proper Covenant in the ſtritt Senſe of Lawiers e. 1 
Page 166, In which Senſe. it is denied to be a proper Cove- 
nant by eminent Divines at Home and Abroad. As to the 
federal Head, Page 174. If all that is meant by a federal Head : 


a, by 
Virtue of a proper Covenant, in the firi& Senſe q Lawiers, Ke. | 
in this Senſe, I deny that he is a federal Head. And in Page 


m is made ſuch a federal Head, I viſ'he would be ſo. 
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Page 176. And the above mentioned Committee judge it not 
an Error in their Report to the Aſſembly. 
The Defendant having already made Anſwers to the two 
following Propoſitions in the Libel, together with the third 
Propoſition of the firſt Allegation, which is drawn by Con- 
. Tequence from theſe Two, he proceeds to the 7 Allegation, 
That were it not for the Proſpect of Happineſs, we could not, and 
therefore would not ſerve God. Taken out of Anſwers to Claſs 
I. Art. 5. Page 179. | 
 Anſw. 1. That Propoſition, were it not for the ProſpeQ of 
| Happineſs, we could not ſerve God, taken in the literal 
Meaning of the Words, is evidently true from Hebrews xi. 6. 
And the Inftances given of our Lord himſelf, and the Saints, 
mentioned from Page 147. in Anſwer to Mr. Webſter's firſt 
* e which the Defendant craves may be read. To 
= which he now adds, That by the Pronoun we muſt be 
== meant ſuch as are Sinners of Adam's Race, who are called 
to ſerve God, according to his Will revealed in the holy 
scriptures. In theſe he propoſes himſelf, as our chief Goo 
por Happineſs, and the Service he requires of us, is to love 
him with all our Sou], Strength and And, and our Neighbours 
4s our ſelves, from Love to him as our chief Good or Hap- 
W pineſs ; wherefore, to give God this Service, without a Pro- 
pe& of Happineſs, is a manifeſt Contradiction and Impoſſi- 
bility in the Nature of the Thing, and conſequently it is, 
according to our Lord's Doctrine, evidently true, That, 
without the Proſpe& of Happineſs, we could not ſerve God, 
as we are required by his Word. From this the other Pro- 
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G poſition follows by a plain Conſequence, viz. That we would 
e not ſerve God. For what a Perſon could not do, it is certain 
7 be would not actually do, altho' he might vainly or fooliſh- 
by. ix ly wiſh it. Beſides, if God calls no Man to ſerve him with- 
ſo, WS out the Proſpe& of Happineſs, where is the Fault of a Per- 
as ſon's ſaying, we could not ſerve God, except in the Way, 
, and with theſe Encouragements, in the Proſpe& and Hope 
ut of which, God, in his infinite Bounty, requires us to ſerve 
ud. him? Surely every humble and modeſt Chriſtian may, and 
at. WF ought to acknowledge this to the Glory of our gracious God 
; 2: and Saviour, and to ſay the contrary, ſeems only to befit the 
as, Wl Months of ſupererogating Papiſts, and vain-glorious M yo 
rs, ſticks. It is true, if, according to the falſe Hypotheſis of the 
ur . Astinomians and Myſticks, our Happineſs be placed in ſome- 
re thing elſe than our acti ve glorifying and enjoying God as 
be- our chief Good, according to his Word, both theſe Propo- 


ſitions might not only ſound harſh, but be falſe; but no 
good K or ſound Divine, ſhould admit that Hy N 
= | | E " "IG 
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ſis, but reje& it with N The Defendant deſires 
bis Anſwer to Mr. Webſter's eighth Propoſition, given in to 
the Aſſembly, may be alſo read; and pleads, tha this Alle- 
gation is utterly inſufficient, altho' he have taught it, or 
vented it; but he does not remember that he did it, or had 
Occaſion for it, yet, if he had juſt Occaſion, he thinks it 
would be his Duty to do it, and will never have fo ill an 
Opinion of the Aſſembly 1717. or any other Aſſembly 'of 
this Church, as that they would forbid him to teach what 
is ſo manifeſtly true from God's Word, unleſs they did it 
exprefly, which, he hopes, none of them ſhall ever do. 

The eighth Allegation is, That there will be no ſinning in 
Hell after the laſt Fudgment, taken out of Anſwer to Claſs 1. 
Art. 10. Page 233. In Anſwer to which, the Defendant craves, 
that his whole Anſwer to that Article may be read, by 
which it will appear, that it has been taught by Divines of 
the greateſt Name for Piety and Learning, both ancient and 
modern, who ſhew, that it is very agreeable to Scripture, M 
and the wiſe and righteons Government of God, which! 
makes it needful to be taught; and it ſeems the more uſe- 
ful to teach it, that thereby the ſcandalous Ignorance and 
Unſoundneſs of ſome, about it, may be wip'd off. The above- 
mentioned Committee placed it among Propoſitions contro- 
verted among orthodox Divines, and ſeeing the AG 1717. 
does not forbid to teach any ſuch, nor names this, the De- 
fendant was in bona fide to teach it, as well as any other 
that he thought agreeable to Scripture and our Confeſh- 
on, as he thinks this is, and its contrary not ; wherefore 
this Article is inſufficient. | 1 " 

The ninth, and laſt Allegation, That, as to all, or ſeveral 
of the above Opinions, Propoſitions and Hypotheſes, you were in Uſe 
to refer your Scholars to your Writings againſt Mr. Webſter, as 
you alſo did upon all the Subjects in Controverſy betwixt you and 
Mr. Webſter. f 5 

To which the Defendant anſwers, Firf. That the latter 
Part of this Allegation does not ſeem to agree well with the 
former Part of it, and that the latter Part of it is falſe, ſo 
far as he can recolle&, there being ſeveral Things in his 
ſaid Anſwers, and that were controverted betwixt Mr. Web- 
ſter and him, which he has neither mentioned in teaching, 
nor recommended to the Students to read, fince the Year 
SILK... | 
 2dlz, He uſed to recommend to the Students but very few 
of theſe Points controverted in that Proceſs, and only ſuch 
as he theught of moſt Uſe to them, as the Diſpute on the 
Afth and fixth Articles, and ſome Things on the firſt —_ 
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third Articles; and * to recommend to them the rea- 
ding of what was ſaid, both by Mr. Webſter and him, and 
eſpecially the Authors cited by them both, and warned 
them to ti&e nothing on Truſt from him, but to examine 
all impartially, according to Scripture, and follow whar - 
appeared true. | 
| 3dly. .Altho' he had recommended to the Students the 
Reading of this Controverſy betwixt Mr. Webſter and him, 
in the Terms alledged, he cannot perceive it could be rea- 
ſonably accounted a Breach of that, or any other Act of 
Aſſembly, ſeeing he knows of no Index expurgatorius in this 
Proteſtant Church; and the Act 1717. does neither forbid - 
the Reading of that Book, nor the referring to it, to him 
or any other Perſon. And he does not know any Reaſon, 
BE why his Scholars, or any other Perſon, may not as ſafely 
read that ſhort Controverſy betwixt Mr, Webſter and him, 
as any other Controverſy among orthodox Divines, and 
more ſafely than Controverſies with Adverſaries of the 
ruth. He knows the Papiſts forbid Students and others, 
vithout Permiſſion, to read Books of Controverſy between 
their own Divines, but this Proteſtant Church has not as yet, 
by any Act that he knows of, thought fit to follow their 
Example in this, wherefore he pleads, that this Allegation 
is altogether inſaficient.: =: | 
Upon the whole, the Defendant declares, that after the 
exateft comparing of theſe Allegations with the Words of 
the Act 1717. he cannot perceive any Shadow of Reaſon to 
make him ſuſpect, that by the Prohibitions of the ſaid Act, 
he was forbid any of theſe Things which are alledged in 
this Libel to be Tranſgreſſions of it, and therefore if all, or 
any of them be meant, they are ſo darkly exprefſed in Re- 
lation to him, that his weak Underſtanding could nat reach 
them, wherefore he pleads, that if he has tranſgreſſed this 
A, he has done it ignorantly, but not knowingly or wil- 
fully, and ſo ought nor to be cenſured as contravening the 
ſaid Act, much leſs as — contrary to the Duty he was 
obliged to by the Word of God, and wiſhes the Libel had 
mentioned any Precept of God's Word, that herein he has 
tranſgreſſed, that, upon Conviction of his Sin, he might re- 
pent and reform, which, by the Grace of God, he deſires 
to do with ReſpeCG to all his Sins. | | 
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= After reading the above Defences, the Profeſſor gave in 
Ws ſome Articles of Exculpation, and a Lift of Fifteen Witneſ- 
ſes, (Part of theſe that are cited ro depone upon the Li- 
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bel) for proving thereof, which were read. The Tenor of 
the ſaid Articles, and Lift of Witneſſes follows. | 
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General EXCOLPATI ON offered 7 
Prafeſſor Simſon againſt the ſaid Libel, 
ehich he offers to prove. n V ch 


8 HAT if the Defendant has taught any of the Propo- 
ſitions libelled, which have any Thing of Relevancy 
in them, he taught them as they ſtand in is printed An- 
ſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libel, with the Explications and Li- 
mitations which are there ſet down, and not as libelled, and 
that when the Defendant at any Time referred the Stu- 
dents to the ſaid printed Book, he deſired them to read 
what was ſaid both by Mr. Webſter and him, and carefully 
to peruſe the Authors quoted by both, and examine the 
whole impartially, according to the Holy Scriptures, and 
what was contained in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, 
and to form their Judgments according to what appeared 
to be moſt agreeable to Truth, after a fair Examination, 
without any Regard to the Defendant's Opinion, and char- 
ged them to beware of taking any Thing on his Authority, 
or of learning Error either from his Words or Writings, 
which, the Defendant conceives, elides the whole Libel, in 
ſo far as there is any Thing relevant therein, and therefore 
craves a preferable Proof on the ſaid Allegation. 


A LIST of Witneſſes to be adduced by the 
. Profeſſor on his Exculpation. Fel 

R. Andrew Gray. | 

1 Mr. Fames Ritchie. 

Mr. Jobn Pinkerton, 

Mr. Fames Warden, 

Mr. Thomas Hamilton, * 

Mr. William Macclae. | 


Preachers of the Goſpel. 


OO — — 


Mr. James Stirling. 
Mr. George Adam. 1 
Mr. David Brown, 8 


Mr. William Bopd. Late Students of Divinity at 
Mr. Zugb Stewart. "T6 Glaſgow. „ -+ 
Mr. Wilkam Millar. 1 8 | : 
Mr. Charles Fervey. ; ; 0 
. J 19 
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The Profeſſor craved a Warrant for citing any other Wit- 
neſſes that he may think needful to adduce, for proving 
the abqye Articles of Exculpation, and that he might be 
allowed a Preference as to the Proof of them, becauſe he 
ſuppoſes, that the Proof of. theſe will ſuperſede all Proof 
of the Libel. The Committee granted him a Warrant for 
citing ſuch Witneſſes as he ſhall give a Lift of to the Clerk, 
but they found that the Relevancy of the Articles of Ex- 
culpation, muſt be conſidered before any Proof can be al- 
lowed of them; and F 13. Chap. 2. of the Form of Proceſs, 
concerning this Matter, was read ; but the Forenoon bei 
ſpent, the Committee delayed determining in the Relevan- 
cy of the Libel, and the Profeſſor's Demand of a preferable 
Proof, and all other Things relating to this Proceſs, until 
the Afternoon. | | 

Eodem die poſt meridiem, Profefſor Simſon was called, and 
compeared with his Procurators, and the Committee reſolv- 
ed to proceed to the Conſideration of the Articles of the 
Libel, one by one, with the Defences relative to each, and. 
Paſſages out of the printed Account of Mr. Webſter's Proceſs 
againſt the Profeffor, quoted in the ſaid Defences ; and in 
Proſecution of this Reſolve, the firft Article was read, 
which is, That by the Light of Nature, and Works of Creation 
and Providence, including Tradition, God bath given an obſcure 
objective Revelation unto all Men, of his being reconcilable to Sin- 
ners, - and that the Heathen may know there is a Remedy for Sin 
provided, which may be called an implicite or obſcure Revelation 
the Goſpel. at it is probable, that none are excluded from 
the Benefits of the Remedy for Sin, provided by God, and publiſbed 
twice to the World, except theſe who by their actual Sin, exclude 
themſelves, and ſlight or reject either the cleaver Light of the Goſ- 
pel, revealed to the Church, or that obſcure Diſcovery and Offer of 
Grace made to all without the Church. That if the Heathen, 
in the Uſe of the Means they have, would ſeek the Knowledge of the 
May of Reconciliation, God would diſcover it to them. Then the De- 
fences againſt theRelevancy of thisArticle,and Paſſages there- 
in Hporen from the printed Proceſs, were read, and the Pro- 
feſſor was further heard upon this Article, and the Com- 
mittee having agreed, that the Queſtion before them at 
preſent, with Reſpect to all the Articles of the Libel, is 
not, whether the Propoſitions libelled are true or falſe, 
ſound or not, but whether the Profeſſor's teaching or vent- 
ing the Opinions, Propofitions or Hypotheſes ſet forth in 

the Libel, be a Tranſgreſſion of the Act of Aﬀembly 1717. 
and ſubjects him to Cenſure if it be proven. They conſi- 
dered this Article under that View, and having * 
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fully thereupon, they at length came to this Reſolution, 
That the Profeſſor s teaching or venting the Propoſitions contained 
in the foreſaid firſt Article of the Libel, is a Contravention of the 
Prohibition of the Act of Aſſembly 17517. and is thareforAelevant 
to infer Cenſure, reſerving always to him at the Examination of 
the Witneſſes, to interrogate them upon what may alleviate. 

April 26. ante meridiem. Profeſſor Simſon was called, and 
compeared, and the Second Article of the Libel was read, 
which bears, That there are Means appointed by God for obtain- 
ing ſaving Grace, which Means, when diligently uſed with Seri- 
onſneſs, and Faith of being heard, God hath promiſed to bleſs with 
Succeſs and that the going about theſe Means in the foreſaid 
Manner, is not above the Reach of our natural Ability and Pozver, 
The Defences alſo againſt this Article, and Paſſages of Mr. 
Webfter's Preceſs therein quoted, were read, and after hear- 
ing all that concerns this Article, the Committee diſcourſed 
and reaſoned thereupon, and the Profeſſar having added 
what he had to ſay more than is gontained in his written 
Defences, they, after mature Deliberation, agreed, That 
the Prof«ſſov's teaching or venting of what is contained in this Second 
Article, is a Contravention of the Act of Aſſembly 1717. and there- 
fore relevant to ſubject the Profeſſor to Cenſure. | 9 

Then the third Article was read, which is, That ratio, ut 
ſumitur pro evidentibus propoſitionibus naturaliter revelatis, eſt 
principium ſeu fundamentum Theologiæ, —— and, that Nothing 
is to be admitted in Religion, but what is agreeable to Reaſon, and 
determined by Reaſon to be ſo. The Defences alſo againft this 
Article, and Paſlages of the printed Szate of the Proceſs 
therein cited, were alſo read: And after hearing all that 
was alledged in Defence againſt this Article, the Commir- 
tee diſcourſed thereupon, and the Profeſſor did add what 
he had to ſay more upon that Article. The Committee ha- 
ving fully conſidered the whole, did agree, That the teach- 
ing or venting of the Propoſitions in this Article, is Iikewiſe 4 
Tranſereſſion of the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly 1717. and therefore 


relevant to infer Cenſure. 
Next, The fourth Article was read, to wit, That i is in- 
conſiftent with the Fuſtice and Goodneſs of God, to create a Soul 
without original Righteouſneſs, or Diſpoſitions to Good, — and the 
Souls of Infants ſince the Fell, as they come from the Hands of 
their Creator, are as pure and holy as the Souls of Infants would 
have been created, ſuppoſing Man had not fallen, — and that they. 
are created as pure and holy as Adam's was created, except as io 
theſe Qualifications and Habits which he received as being 
created in an adult State. The Defences relating to this Ar- 
ticle, and Paſſages of the printed Caſe betwixt Mr, reaper | 
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and the Profeſſor, quieted in the ſaid Defences, were like- 
| wiſe read; and the Committee having heard the Profeſſor 
plead what he had more to ſay upon this Article, and heard 
all relating thereto, and confidered the whole, they did a- 
gree, That the Profeſſor's teaching or venting what is ſet down in 
this fourth Article, is alſo a Contravention of the foreſaid Acł 
1717. and relevant to infer Cenſure againſt him. 

Thereafter the Ffth Article was read, which bears, That 


there was not a proper Covenant made with Adam, for himſelf 


and his Pofterity. — That Adam was not a federal Head to his 


Poſterity ; — and that if Adam was a federal Head, it muſt be by - 


a divine Command, which is not found in the Bible, The De- 
fences againſt this fftb Article, and Paſſages of the printed 
Caſe therein cited, were read, and the Profeſſor did add 
what he had further to ſay for his Defence againſt this 
Article. The Committee having conſidered the whole, af- 
ter mature Deliberation, the Queftion was put, Whether 


the Profeſſor, by teaching or venting the Propoſitions ſet 


down in this F Article, has tranſgreſſed the foreſaid Act 
1717. and if his doing ſo be relevant to infer Cenſure or 
not. And it carried, Relevant. And therefore the Committee 


give it as their Fudgment, That the Profeſſor, by teaching or ven- 
ting the Propoſitions included in this fifth Article, bas tranſgreſſed 


the Injunctions of the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly 1717. and is there- 
by liable to Cenſure. | 


The Committee appointed their Subcommittee, named the 


24 current, for drawing Anſwers to the Profeſſor's Objecti- 
ons againſt the Frame of the Libel, to draw up the Grounds 
of the Committee's Reſolutions upon the Relevancy of the 
whole Articles libelled. | | = 
Eodem die poſt meridiem. The Profeſſor was called and com- 
peared, and the fxth Article of the Libel was read, alſo his 
Defences againſt the Relevancy thereof, and Paſſages of 
the printed Caſe mentioned therein; which Article is as fol- 
lows, That it is more than probable, that all baptized Infants dy- 


ing in Infancy, are ſaved. — And that it is manifeſt, if God 
ſbould deny bis Grace to all, or any of the Children of Infidels, be 


would deal more ſeverely with them, than he did with the fallen An- 


gels. After hearing of this Article, and what relates to it, 
the Committee reaſoned thereupon, and heard what the 


Profeſſor had further ro ſay upon ir, and, after mature De- 
liberation, did agree, That the Profeſſor's teaching or venting the 
Propeſitions of this ſixth Article was a diſobeying of the Injuncłi- 


ons of the Act of Afſſembl 1717, end that be is therefore liable to 


Cenſure. 


Then 


| 
} 


— — 8 


| 
j 


* 
O 


. 1 

Then the ſevemb Article was read, which bears, That were 
it not for the Proſpect of Happineſs we could not, and therefore 
would not ſerve God, The Defences againſt the Relevancy 
of this Article, and Paſſages of the Caſe therein ref&rred to, 
were likewiſe read, and the Committee reaſoned there upon, 
and heard the Profeſſor add what he had further to Ex bs 
and then having fully conſidered all, they agreed, That 
the Profeſſor, by teaching or venting the Propoſition ſet forth in this 
ſeventh Article, has contravened the foreſaid Act 1717. and is 
therefore liable to Cenſure. | . 


Next, The eighth Article was read, viz. That there will be 


* 


21 ſinning in Hell after the laſt Fudgment. The Profeſſor's De- 
fences relating to this Article, and Paſſages of his printe 
Caſe being alſo read, and diſcourſed upon by the Commit- 
tee, and he further heard therupon, they likewiſe agreed, 
That the Profeſſor, by teaching or venting of this eighth Propopti- 
on, bas broken the Injun#ions given him by the foreſa:d d of Aſ- 
ſembly 1717. and has ſubjefed himſelf theyeby to Cenſare. 


Thereafter the #izth Article was read; which is, That as 


#o all or ſeveral of the above Opinions, Propoſitions and Hypotheſes, 
yon Were in Uſe to refer your Scholars to your Writings againſt Mr. 
Webſter; — as you alſo did, upon all the Subjects in Controver- 
ſy betwixt you and Mr. Webſter. After hearing of the ſaid 
Article and the Profeſſor's written Defences, and what he 
had further to ſay againſt the Relevancy thereof, the Com- 
mittee conſidered the whole, and did likewiſe agree, That 
avhat is ſet forth in this ninth Article of the Libel, is a Contra 


vention of the Injunctions given to the Profeſſor, by the foreſaid 


Act of Aſſembly 1717, and that he has, by doing ſo, ſubje&ed him- 
ſelf to Cenfure. | 85 9 a 

The Committee having finiſhed the Relevancy of the Li- 
bel, the Profeſſor Tear ed to them his general Grounds of 
Exculpation againſt the ſame, which he had given in on the 
25 current, ante meridim. 113. . 

The Committee having heard the ſaid general Exculpa- 
tion, and Demand of a preferable Proof, and what the Pro- 
feſſor did further plead for the ſame, they reaſoned fully 
thereupon, and, after mature Deliberarion, found; That the 
Profeſſor could be allowed no preferable Proof of bis Exculpation; but 
#bey agreed, that he be allowed to propoſe proper Queſtions to be 
put to the Witneſſes, when they are examined upon the Libel. 

April 27. Profeſſor Simſon being called, and compearing 
with his Procurators, he gaye in additional Defences and Ob- 
Jections againſt the Libel, The Tenor whereof follows. 
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Aal e OBFECTIONS and D. 


FENCES for the ſaid Mr. John 
Simſon, againſt the above Libel. 


—— Az > 
* * 


HAT by the expreſs Words of the Act of the Gene- 
| ral Aſſembly, anno 1726. according to which the pre- 
E ſent Committee are regulated in their Actings, It is appointed, 
= That in all their Actings the Presbytery and Committee be careful 
15 proceed according to the Word of God, Confeſſion of Faith, and 
Larger and ſhorter Catechiſms of this Church founded thereupon, 
= and they are not to inſiſt upon any Articles not contained therein, 
== Whence the Defendaiit pleads, That the preſent Libel, not 
charging the Defendant with what is contrary to the Word 
of God, Confeſſion and Catechiſms, according to the Direction 


olf the ſaid Act, ought not to be inſiſted on by them; and 


rheir inſiſting on any ſuch Articles, is contrary to the Let- 
ter of the ſaid Act. IJ the | 
ao. That if the Prohibition in the AQ, anno 1717. be 
= taken as diſtin& from the Rules of Scripture, and our Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſms ; yet evefi in this Caſe the Pro- 
W poſitions libelled ought to be charged as falſe, otherwiſe 
they cannot be relevant; for by Opinions unneceſſary to bs 
= :x:ght, &c. as in the Prohibition of that Act, cannot be 
meant any poſitive Truth of divine Revelation, which can be 
5 plainly — by the Word of God, but only Matters of Opi- 
nion and Speculation not clearly revealed, ſo as neither the 
Truth nor Falſhoed can be proved. Wherefore the Propo- 
= fitions in the Libel ſhould be charged, as Propoſitions that 
are not or cannot be proven to be true; for if they are true, 
and the ſmalleſt Truth of God is precious, they cannot be 
unneceſſary to be taught, nor can they give juſt Ground of 
oOffence, nor fall under any of the other Characters men- 
= tioned in the ſaid AQ, anno 1717. and any of the Evils 
therein mentioned, that may follow from teaching any 
Truth, cannot be charged wpon the teaching of that Truth, 
nor Teacher of it, but upon others. From which the Defen- 
ant pleads, That the whole Allegations of this Libel are ir- 
as relevant, as laid therein, becauſe not charged as falſe, or 
es contrary to the holy Scripture, Confeſſion of Faith, or Catechiſms; 
=_ - | Jo. Sinus ox. 


Mi Which Paper being read, the Profeſſor and his Pro- 
= czrators fully heard, and the whole conſidered by the Com- 
* F mitte 
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is prejudicated againſt him. The Committee having heard and | 


2 | 
mittee, the Queſtion was put, Suſtain the ſaid Objections, or 
repel the ſame? And it carried, Repel ; and therefore 5 
Committee found the ſaid Defences not relevant to elite the Libel, 
and did repel the ſame ; and appointed their Subcommittee for- 
merly named, to draw up the Grounds of their Interlocu- 
tors upon the whole Articles of the Libel, to bring in alſo 
an Account of the Reaſons of their preſent Determination; 
to be laid before the Aſſembly. 

Then the Committee being to proceed to the Examina- 
tion of the Witneſſes, all the Articles of the Libel were a- 
gain read over, and the Profeſſor was asked, it he acknow- WT 
ledged or denied the ſame ; and he having anſwered, That 
be referred the ſame to Probation, the Lift of Witne ſſes was 
read, and they being called, Mr. Andrew Gray compeared 
and was examined. 1 

April 29. ante meridiem, The Committee met and examin- 
ed Mr. Alexander Duncan; and at their Afternoon's Meeting 
examined Mr. David Brown and Mr. Hugh Stuart, the Pro- 
feſſor and his Procurators being preſent at both Diets. | 

April 30. ante meridiem. The Profeſſor was called and com- 
peared, the Witneſſes alſo called, Mr. James Sloſs Preacher rr 
compeared, and the Profeſſor renewed the Objections he 
made to his Examination before the Presbytery of Glaſgow, 
viz. Imo. That he had declared to ſome of his Fellow-ftu- 
dents, that he had heard him teach ſome Things, that he 
thought contrary to the holy Scriptures, and our Confeſſion of 
Faith. 2do. That in ſo doing, he had ultroneoufly diſco- Wl 
vered his Teſtimony. And 3tio. That it appears by the 
Oath it ſelf that he emitted before the Presbytery, that he 


conſidered the above Objections, they thought them not ſufficient to 
ſet afide Mr. Sloſs as a Witneſs in this Cauſe; and therefore 
they proceeded to examine him. | 
Eodem die poft meridiem. The Profeſſor being preſent, Ma- 
ters Fohn Pinkerton and Fames Warden were examined. 1 
May 1. ante meridiem. The Profeſſor compeared with his 
Procurators, and the Subcommittee, appointed to prepare 
the Grounds of the Committee's Interlocutors upon the Rele- 
vancy of the Libel, brought in their Draught, and the ſame 
being read, was agreed to by the Committee, and appoint- . 
ed to be given in, as a Part of their Report, to the enſuing Mi 
Aſſembly. The Tenor whereof follows. _— 


Ks 
IS 


{+ 


The Grounds of the Committee their Fudgr 
ing zhe ſeveral Articles of the Libel a- 
gain, Profeſſor. Simſon relevant, and of 
their repelling his Defences offered in his 
Anſwers thereto, as the ſame were offered 
by the Members in their Reaſonangs, at 
the Time of the Committee Procedure 


| thereupon. | 


Art. I. 3 AT by the Light of Nature, and Works of Crea- 
Prop. I. tion and Providence, including Tradition, God hath 


== given an obſcure objective Revelation unto all Men of his being re- 


concilable to Sinners. ; 
Prop. 2. And that the Heathen may know there is 4 Remedy for 


Lin provided, which may be called an implicite or obſcure Revela- 
ion of the Goſpel. | 


Prop. 3. That it is probable, That none are excluded from the 
Benefits of the Remedy for Sin provided by God, and publiſhed twice 
ro the World, except thoſe who by their actual Sins exclude them- 
ſelves, and ſlight or reject either the clearer Light of the Goſpel re- 
vealed to the Church, or that obſcure Diſcovery and Offer of Grace 
made to all without the Church, | | 
Prop. 4. That if the Heathen, in the Uſe of the Means they 
bave, would ſeek the Knowledge of the Way of Reconciliation, God 
would diſcover it to them. | 
The Propoſitions of this Article are contained in Mr. Sim- 

ſon's Anſwers to Mr. Webfter's Libel, the Firſt in Page 77. at 

the Cloſe, the Second in Page 78. at Cloſe, and 79. at Be- 
ginning, the third in Page 115. at the Middle, and the 
fourth in Page 80. after the Middle. | | 
| Whereas the Profeſſor pretends, That the Third of theſe 
Propoſitions is not ſet down in this Libel, as in his Book, 
there being ſome Words omitted, which he adje&ed there- 
to, the Committee could nor find this relevant, becauſe all 
he mentions to be omitted, doth in no Way alter the Senſe 
of the Propofition itſelf, 1 

Mr. Simſon farther alledgeth, That the firſt, ſecond and 

fourth of theſe Propofitions, are meant in our Confeſſion of 
Faith, Chap. 21. Par. 1. which the Committee could not 
Rund relevant, as will be manifeſt, by comparing that Paſ- 
ſage of our Confeſſion with rhe Propofitions mentioned above. 


The Committee could not find it a juſt Excuſe for Profeſ- 
ſor Simſon's teaching what is ſet forth in the ſecond and 
third of theſe Propoſitions, that he had added, That this is 
no ſufficient Knowledge of God and his Will, that it ix an inſuffi- 
cient Part of the Goſpel, er ſo ſmall a Part of the by: as bs not 
ſufficient to Salvation, becauſe the Aſſembly's Act diſcharges 
theſe Ways of ſpeaking with Adverſaries to the Trath, 
' Wherefore the Committee having conſidered, that theſe 
Propoſitions are evidently Opinions not neceflary to be 
taught in Divinity, and that have given more Occaſion. to 
Strife than to the promoting of Edification, and that there- 
in he intimates a Senſe of the Word Gaſpel, wherein he in- 
clines to underſtand ir, in which it is abuſed by Adverſa- 
Ties ; and that the Hypotheſes ſet forth in theſe Propoſiti- 
ons, tend to attribute too much to natural Reaſon, and the 
Power of corrupt Nature, which is always to the Diſparage- 
ment of Revelation and efficacious free Grace: They there- 
fore judged Mr. Simſon s teaching or venting theſe Propoſiti- 
ons, ſince the Aſſembly 1717. to be a contravening of their, 
AR, and relevant to infer Cenfure. ' © 6 7 

Art. II. That there are Means appointed of God for obtain- 
ing ſaving Grace, which Means, when diligently uſed with Seri- 
ouſneſs, Sincerity, and Faith of being beard, God bath promiſed to 
bleſs with Succeſs ; and the going about theſe Means in the fore 
ſaid Manner, is not above the Reach of our natural Ability and 
__za-T TE TT e .. 1 

This Article is found in Mr. Simſon's ſaid Anſwers, P. 216. 

a little from the Beginning and the Middle. 

Whereas the Profeſſor eas Thar ſome Phraſes mentio- 
ned with theſe Propoſitions, in his Book, are not ſet down 
in this Libel. This the Committee judged of no Weight, 
ſeeing all theſe mentioned by him, in his Anſwers to this 
' Libel, do not alter the Senſe of theſe Propoſitions, from 


8 


what they are expreſſed in the Libel. „ 
The Committee could not look upon it as relevant, altho* 
the ſame ſhould be proven true, that the Authors quoted 
by Mr. Simſon in his Anſwers, had taught the Doctrine of 
this Article, while what he alledgeth thus, as to any in this 
Church, was before the Prohibition of the Aſſembly 1717. 
but whar is here alledged againſt the Profeſſor, is, that he 
hath, ſince that Time, by teaching this Poctrine, contra- 
vened their At. . F 
© Wherefore the Committee were of Opinion, that what is 
expreſſed in this Article, being unneceſſary to be taught, 
and giving more Occaſion to Strife than to the promoting: 
of Edification, and ſo manifeſtly aſcribing too much to rhe 


oo wer of corrupt Nature, and the natural Man's AQiong 
puch is Aways ro the Diſparagement of efficacious free 
Grace, Mr. Simſon's teaching or venting the ſame, fince the 
Aſſemblys 1717. is relevant to infer Cenſure. | 
Art. III. Prop. 1. That Ratio, ut ſumitur pro evidentibus pro- 
poſttionibus naturaliter revelatis, eft principium ſeu fundamentuns 
" 22 M 5 - ; 

= Per 2. And that nothing is to be admitted in Religion, but 
ehat is agreeable to Reaſon, and determined by Reaſon to be ſo. 
Theſe Propoſitions are found in Mr. Simſon's ſaid Anſwers, 
p. 255- above the Middle, and in his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's 
Propoſitions, read alfo, at his Defire, in the Committee, Page 
12. after Beginning, and 13. at Middle, and in his Letters to 
Mr. Rowan, P. 4. Beginning and Cloſe. 

The Committee found it not relevant for Mr. Simſon, that 
he alledgeth the Committee, before the Aſſembly 1717. de- 
clared the Senſe ſound, wherein he explained theſe Propofiri- 


ons, ſeeing this cannot excuſe his uſing theſe Expreſſions, 


r, after he was diſcharged ſo to do. 
The Committee having conſidered, that the Propoſitions 
— in this Article, are expreſt in Terms which bear a bad Senſe, 
and are uſed by Adverſaries in a bad Senſe, and 
o that thereby too much is attributed to Reaſon, which 
S, is always to the Diſparagement of Revelation ; they were 
d therefore of Opinion, that Mr. Simſon's teaching the ſame, 
8 ſince the Aſſembly 1717. was Diſobedience to the Authority 
» of that Aſſembly, and relevant to infer Cenſure. | 
3 Art. IV. Prop. 1. That it is inconſiſtent with the Fuſtice 
- and Goodneſs of God to create a Soul without original Righteouſ- 
n meſs or Diſpoſitions to Good, FE 
A Prop. 2. And the Souls of Infants, ſince the Fall, as they come 
S from the Hands of their Creator, are as pure and holy as the Souls 
n of Infants would have been created, ſuppoſing Man bad not fal- 
; len. 5 | | | 
Y Prop. 3. And that they are created as pure and holy as Adam's 
4 was created, except as to theſe Qualifications and Habits which 
f be received, as being created in an adult State. | 
s RX Theſe Propofitions are found in Mr, Simſon's Anſwers fore- 
J. aid, the Firſt in Page 225. near the Cloſe, the Second and 
e Third in P. 226. after the Middle. Fx 
ve _ Whereas Mr. Simſon excepts againſt theſe Propoſitions li- 
RE belled, that therein his Mind is not fully anc fairly ſet 
8 forth, the Committee found his Mind is tberein fairly ſet forth, 
t, . and as fully as they theug ht meet to libel him, and even the Whols 
g 2 him, cannot excuſe bis tranſgreſſing the Orders of Aſſem- 
rr 7 Likes 


— 


Likewiſe Mr. Simſon's pleading, That the Committee, wh 
conſidered what is ſet forth in this Article, before the Aſ- 
ſembly 1717. placed the ſame amongſt ſuch Things as were 
controverted betwixt orthodox Divines. This Cemmittee 
found ſuch Pleading could not excuſe Mr, Simſon's teaching 
the ſame after the Aſſembly's Prohibition. | 

The Committee conſidering, that theſe Propoſitions were 
unneceſſary to be taught, and that they did give more Oc- 
caſion to Strife than to the promoting of Edification, were 
of Opinion, that Mr. Simſon's teaching thereof, after the 
Aſſembly 1717. was relevant to infer Cenſure. 8 

Art. V. Prop. 1. That there was not a proper Covenant 
made with Adam for himſelf and his Poſterity, © | 
Prop. 2. That Adam was not a federal Head to his Poſte- 
rity. . | pk 
Wd 3. And that, if Adam was made a federal Head, it. 
muſt be by a divine Command, which is not found in the Bible. 

Theſe Propoſitions are found in the ſaid Anſwers, the firſt 
in P. 166. after the Middle, the ſecond in P. 174. near the' 
Cloſe, and the third in P. 176. after the Middle. 7 

Whereas Mr. Simſon pleads, that he taught not this firſt 
Propoſition, as libelled, but with this Addition, That there 
was not a proper Covenant made with Adam in the ſtrict Senſe of 
Lawiers, which Addition ſhould be taken in alſo in both 
the other Propoſitions of this Article, the Committee can- 
not look upon this to be of ſuffigient Weight, ſeeing, in the 
ſtrict Senſe of Lawiers, pactum eſt duorum vel plurium, in idem 
placitum, de aliquid dando vel faciendo, conſenſus, which well a- 
grees to that firſt Diſpenſation of God to Adam and his Po- 
ſterity. | 

— is it of Weight, that he alledgeth the Commit- 
tee, before the Aſſembly 1717. in their Report, judged the 
Things advanced in this Article not to be Errors, or that 
other Divines, ſuppoſing the ſame were proven, before this 
Act of Aſſembly, have taught fo, even in this Church, when 
it is now prohibited by the Aſſembly foreſaid to teach in 
ſuch a Manner. | RT ; 

Neither can it excuſe Mr. Simſon in his expreſs denyin 
Adam to be a federal Head, contrary to the Order of the Al- 
ſembly, that he ownerh him to be a legal Head of Mankind, 
and in ſome Senſe a federal Head, while notwithſtanding he 
directly oppoſeth and condemns the approven Way of ſpeak- 
ing of that Matter, received through this whole Church, 
contrary to the Deſign of the Aſſembly 1717. in their A 
anent him. GY ; : 1 . 


—— 


Wherefore the Committee conſidering how neceſſary it is 
to be taught, That there was a Covenant God made with A 
dam andghis Poſterity, and that Adam was a federal Head to 
bis Poſterity, which ſerves to excellent Purpoſes through the 
Scriptures, and the other Do&rines ſummed up in the Stan- 
datds of this Church from the Holy Scriptufes, and that 
the contrary of this, as ſet forth in the above Pfopoſitions, 
is unneceſſary to be taught, and that the Quarrelling here 
by the Terms and Expreſſions uſed in our Standards, and ſo 
generally approven by our Divines, muſt tend more to Strife, 
than to promote Edification; yea, and that this hath a; 
great Tendency to overthrow the Doctrine of original Sin im- 
pared, and ſo to attribute too much to corrupt Nature: 
Therefore they were of Opinion, that Mr. Simſon's teaching 


2 the above Propoſitions, after the Aſſembly 1517. is a Breach 

F of their Injunctions, and felevant to infer Cenſure. 

TT 

FR Art. VI. Prop. 1. That it is more than probable that all bap- 
tied Infants dying in Infancy, are ſaved. 

T | Prop. 2. And that it is _ if God ſhould deny his Grace 

a to all, or any of the Childten nfidels, be would deal more ſe- 

f | verely with them than be did with the fallen Angels. 

2 Theſe Propoſitions ate found in Mr. Simon's foreſaid An- 

Fr ſwers, the firſt in P. 111. at the Middle, and the ſecond in 

8 P. 113. at Beginning. 

* Whereas Mr. Simſon pleads, that the Aſfembly 1717. and 


the Committee before that Time, found not theſe Propoſi- 
tions contrary to the Scriptures and our Confeſſion, this Com- 
mittee had no Reaſon to ſuſtain this, it being ſufficient that 


3g the ſaid Aſſembly, by their Act, looked upon this as un- 
2 neceſſary to be taught, and prohibited the ſame, as giving 
it more Occaſion to Strife, than tending to promote Edificati- 
is on, ſeeing it leads to have low Thoughts of that Sin we 
n have brought into the World with us, when there ſeems 
n little Ground to fear the Damnation of any, upon the Ac- 
count of original Sin alone; and that on the contrary it 
g | doth tend greatly to Edification, to endeavour to impreſs 
* upon Mens Minds, a Senſe of the ſuperlative Evil, and in- 
I, expreſſible Danger of original Sin, that through this the 
? - | y 
E be chaſed to Chriſt the Remedy. Upon which Accounts 
— the Committee were of Opinion, that Mr. Simſon's teaching, 
a. as is here libelled, after the Prohibition of the Aſſembly 
8 1717. is a Treſpaſs againſt their Act, and relevant to infer 


Cenſure. 


Art. | 


5 5 * 
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Art. VII. That were it not for the Proſpect of Happinefs, we 
could not, and therefore would not ſerve God. e 2 
This Article is found in Mr. Simſon's ſaid Anſweys, P. 449. 
a little from the Beginning. 75 „ 1 
The Committee having conſidered how much, what is 
ſet forth in this Article, contrary to the Inſtinct of that new 
Nature the Lord; endueth all his People with, in Regene- 
zation, which makes them by the furthet Influence of Grace 
defire to ſerve God for. himfelf and his ſupereminent Excel- 
lencies, and not merely or chiefly. for the Proſpe& of their 
own Happineſs, whence it is their greateft Burden, that 
they cannot more ſerve him for himſelf: And conſidering 
how much all Men are bound to make the Glory of God 
their chief End, though yet they are called herewith to 
purſue Happineſs ; and likewiſe that it is through a prevail- 
ing Reſpe& to God's Honour and Glory, and not a mere or 
chief Reſpect to our own Happineſs, that the Difference be- 
twixt Nature and Grace is to be cleared to the doubtful 
Cbriſtian: Therefore the Committee, looking upon it as 
no {mall Diſhonour to God, and againft Edification, to teach 
what is ſer down in this Article, they could not but con- 
clude it was unneceſſary to teach in this Manner, and that 
the contrary was neceſſary to be taught, and that the Pro- 
feſſor his teaching, as libelled finte the Aſſembly 1717. 
was moſt relevant to infer Cenfure.  _ CR 
And further, whereas Mr. Simſon in his Anſwers to this 
Libel, referred to his Book, and cauſed the ſame to be read 
upon this Head before this Committee, in which he is ſo far 
from ſoftning his irreverent and profane Expreſſion libelled; 
that he makes it worſe, and continues to ſet forth this Opi- 
nion in a more groſs Manner, where alſo he is not only da- 
ring and bold with Reſpe@ to the Saints, but alſo as to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt our great Emmanuel, and where he only 
allows the Teeking after God's Glory, as it eonduceth to out 
Happineſs, which is a ſacrificing all to the Idol of our ſelves; 
and going only the Length of the fooliſh Virgins, who may de- 
fire the Oyl of Grace for the ſake ot their own Happineſs, and 
that they may enter into Heaven. | tb eg 
Art. VIII. That there will be no finning in Hell after the laſt 
Judgment. | = | 
This Article is found in Mr. Simſon's foreſaid Anſwets, P,. 
233. after the Middle. . 
Whereas Mr. Simſon pleads this Article is a Matter con- 
troverted amongſt orthodox Divines, the Committee could 
not admit this for an Excuſe of his teaching the ſame aftet 
he was diſcharged by the Aſſembly ſo to do. | 


| . EE 0 
The Committee conſidering that this Article ſets forth an 
Opinion t neceſſary to be wy" wc in Divinity, and which, 
t 


tends more to occaſion Strife, than to promote Edification, 
W . were therefore of Opinion, that Mr. Simon's teaching the 
W ſame, after the Prohibition of the Aſſembly 1717. is relevant - 
co infer Cenſure. 


Art. IX. That as to all or ſeveral of the above Opinions, Propo- 
Peiions and Hypotheſes, you were in Uſe to refer your Scholays 
to your Writings againſt Mr. Webſter, as you alſo did upon all 
Wa the Subjects in Controverſy betwixt you and Mr. Webſter. 
The Committee finding it the Deſign of the Aſſembly's 
Ad in the Year 1717. that ſome Opinions not neceſſary to 
be taught in Divinity, and that have given more Occaſion 
to Strife, than to the promoting Edification, that ſome Ex- 
preſſions bearing a bad and unſound Senſe, and that are ſo 
uſed by Adverſaries, and ſome Hypotheſes that are net found- 
ed on Scripture, and tend to attribute too much to natural 


RNeaſon and the Power of corrupt Nature, which were vent= 


I ed by Mr. Simſon in his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter, that theſe 
t x ſhould not be taught, preached, or otherwiſe vented : There- 
fore they were of Opinion, that Mr. Smſon his referring his 
Students to his ſaid. Anſwers, as to all or ſeveral of the 
= id Articles, or his doing ſo upon other Subjects in Con- 
= troverſy betwixt him and Mr. Webſter, of the like Nature 
with theſe in this Libel, after the Time-of the ſaid Aſſem- 
bly, was a Contravention of the ſaid AQ, and relevant to 
infer Cenſure. „* | 
And further, the Committee did not look upon it as 2 
due Excuſe for Mr. Simſon in this, that he referred to his 
Book with this Caution, ſaying to the Students, That they 
ſhould read what was ſaid both by Mr. Webſter and him, and 
== e/pecially the Authors quoted by them both, warning them to take 
= thing upon Truft from him, but to examine all impartially accord- 
nig to the Scriptures, and to follow what appeared true. Seeing 
hereby he recommended that Book of his own to them, 
= which had theſe Opinions, Expreſſions and Hypotheſes, 
== without Anſwers thereto, which the Aſſembly thought im- 
| proper, and diſcharged to be vented. - And it ſeemeth bold 


/ ⁰•]1qꝛ˙²¼ / BA to St ca 


>, ia the Profeſſor, in bis Way, to defend the Lawfulneſs of 
'* A recommending this Book of his, which the Aſſembly found 
|. d contain ſeveral exceptionable and improper Things, as 
4 much as any other Book, which may be without ſuch Ex- 
* = ceptions. And at this Rate it may be in the Power of e- 


= | very Heretick impure to propagate his Errors, if not e 1 
ol 3 G | Word 


— 


; O 
Word, yet by his Writings, or his recommending theſe 
Books of his own, or others that. ſet forth the ſang, ' 
As to the Profeſſor's general Pleading, That the Aſſembly 
found none of theſe Propoſitions libelled to be contrary to God's. 


Mord, the Confeſſion or Catechiſms of this Church : The Com- 
mittee obſerve, That though the Aſſembly 1717. thought 


meet to come to a particular Deciſion of theſe Things then 


lying before them, and that out of Tenderneſs to Mr. Sim 


ſon, and to ſopite theſe Controverſies in this Church; yet 


their foreſaid Act ſhews, that by theſe Things Mr. Smſon 
had given Offence, and that they deſerved all the Cha- 


racters given thereto in the ſaid Act, whence they did pro- 


hibit the ſame to be vented. 4 


As to Mr. Simſon's other general Pleading, That the Prohi- 
bition in this Act of Aſſembly is darkly expreſſed, and that the 
Propoſitions were not therein particularly mentioned, whence he 
znfers his Tranſgreſſion thereof oug ht to be accounted through Igno- 


rance, and not a Thing deſerving Cenſure. The Committee were 


1 s 
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of Opinion, that even under the general Characters, where- 


in theſe Things are mentioned in the foreſaid Act, others, 
and much more the Profeſſor, might know the : ſame, and 
that the ſaid Aſſembly had looked upon their Prohibition, 
even in theſe general Terms, as ſufficient to ſubje& the 
Profeſſor to Cenſure, if he contravened the ſame, as is ma- 
nifeſt by the Act it ſelf, And if ſuch general Prohibitions 
are not to be regarded, but with Safety may be contrave- 
ned, there will remain no Place-for putting an End to Con- 
troverſies for the future by ſuch Meaſures, but to bring all 
Things to particular Deciſions, which heretofore this Church 
ETW ES 
As to the Profeſſor's Exculpation ſub joined to his Anſwers 
to the Libel, the Committee did not find it relevant to ex- 
clude the leading Probation upon the Libel, ſeeing it ſup- 
poſeth he might have taught theſe Articles, with the Expli- 
cations and Limitations he alledgeth from his Book, and that 
he might have referred his Students to his Book as is libel- 
led, only with the Caution he mentions: Therefore the 
Committee could not admit this to a preferable Probation; 
but allowed, that when the Witneſſes are examined upon 
the Articles in the Libel, they be alſo interrogate as to 
theſe Explications and Limitations, and the Caution men- 
tioned by him, when he or his Procurators ſhall ſee meet 
to propole the ſame, or that ſuch Witneſſes as he ſhall have 
cited, be allowed to prove the ſame, - - - Tho 
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5 The Qrounds of the Committee their re- 
pelling Mr. Simſon's additional Objecti- 
ons againſt the Relevancy of the Libel, © 


1 WM” H E Profeſſor pleads the Direction and Order of the A, 
| I ſembly 1726. to the Presbytery of Glaſgow, and after 


= be like Manner to this Committee, "where they are bound up from 
inſiſting upon any Articles not contained in the holy Scriptures, the 
Confeſſion and -Catechiſms of. this Church. The Committee 
WY were of Opinion, That however this Clauſe directs how to 
proceed with the. Profeſſor, in judging upon his Doctrine 
== concerning the heſed Trinity, or as to any new Points that 
EX might have been brought forth agninſt him upon other 
Heads of Divinity; yet it cannot be interpret to preclude 
this Committee from enquiring into theſe Things, wherein 
it is alledged the Profeſſor hath contravened the AG of Aſ- 
7 ſembly 1717. ſeeing. by the foreſaid Act 1726. the Presbyte- 
BT ry. of Glaſgow, and now this Committee, are expreſly enjoin- 
ae ed to make Enquiry how the Profeſſor hath obeyed the In- 


junctions of the General Aſſembly 17517. which Aſſembly 
1717. though they thought not meet to determine particu- 
larly of every one of theſe Articles libelled, how far they 
agreed or not with the holy Scriptures and our Standards ; 
yet their prohibiting to vent ſuch Things makes the Preſump- 
tion ſtrong, that they did not look upon theſe as altogether 
agreeable thereto, and evidently difcovers their great Diſ- 
like thereof. Further, the Act it ſelf forbiddeth to vent O- 
pinious not neceſſary to be taught in Divinity, whereby 


5 none of theſe in our Confeſſion and Catechiſms can be meant, 


but others not contained therein. | | 5 
2. The Profeſſor alſo pleads, That only falſe Propoſitions are un- 
neceſſary, or Things not revealed in the Word, or that cannot be 
proved from it, which theſe Things in the Libel, in his Opinion, are 
not, but to him precious Truths, and what he thinks bimſeIf bound 


T |. zo teach, The Committee being of Opinion, That even ſome 


Truths are not of that Moment, that through a Keenneſs to 
vent them, we ſhould diſturb the Peace of che Church, bur 
rather, if we have the Faith of them, we ſhould, as the A= 
poſtle direCts, have it to our ſelves: And finding that the Act 
of the Aſſembly 1717. had diſcharged the venting ſuch Pro- 
poſitions as are mentioned in the Articles of this Libel, which 
are more likely to be condemned for Errors, than to be ap- 
proven for Truths by the Judicatories of this Church; there- 


fore 


— — — — —ͤ— — — — — — — — — 


— — 


* 


. 5 
* 


52 


fore the Committee were of Opinion, that there was no 


Weight in this Pleading: And thereupon agreed tqrepel both 
theſe Objections againſt the Relevancy of the Libel. Ore * 
The Committee did this Diet receive the Depoſition of 
Mr. Thomas Hamilton. | | | 


Zodem die, poſt meridiem. The Profeſſor being preſent, the 


Committee examined Maſters George Adam, William Denni- 


fon and William Boyd; and the reſt of the Witneſſes contain- 


ed in the Lift ſubjoined to the Libel being called, and none: 


of them compearing, the Committee could proceed no fur-; 


ther; bat they appointed their Subcommittee formerly 
named, for drawing up the Grounds of their Determinations 


about the Relevancy of the Libel, to ſum up alſo the Evi- 


dences taken upon it, and upon the Profeſſor's Articles of 


Exculpation, and to prepare a diſtin& State of the whole 


Proof, applying the ſame to each particular Article, and ad- 
ded to their Number Maſters William Millar, Fohn Hamilton 
and Fohn Gray Miniſters. | x 

The Committee made no further Adjournment, but left it 


to the Aſſembly to order their Meetings hereafter, as they 
Mall think fit. | 3 9 
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R Follows ho Dzyosrtions: of 
& the Witneſles, as to the Pro- 


_ feflor? 8 e the A# 
of Aſſembly 171 7." _ 


A 27. uk 


R. ANDREW GRAY, Preacher of the” Goſs 
2 ne, 27 Years, being ſolemnly ſworn, 
A. and interro articularly upon 
the Articles of 5 Label. he dep one: „That as to the Firſt 
Article, he had heard the Profeffor teach in the Divinity- 
hall, That if the Heafben, in the Uſe of the Means they haves 
would ſeek the Knowledge. of the Way of: Reconciliation; 
| God would diſcover it to them; arid he ünderſtood that the 
Profeffor taught this, as his own Opinion And Depones, That 
he heard po teach this oftner than once, and that it was 
berwixt the Veärs 121g and 1725, that he taught chis, but. | 
2 b more re dechs as to the Time. And being inter- 
8 for the Proſeflor, Depones, he does fiot remember ex- 


J. b Wh | 


ay what Part 'of the Con feſſiou of Faith or Syſtem he was 
pon, when he't 3 this Pro pöſition. And. as to: the Sea. 
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with reſpe& to the Firſt Article: And as to the Third Ar- 
ticle, being interrogate, Depones, That he has heard the 
Proteſſor teach, that nothing was to be admitted in Religion, 
"That was not agreeable to Reaſon. 1 
Nd Lake Anterrogate for the 'Profelſor, if he/beard. bim 
explain what be meant by Reaſon in parry ge whe- 

r 

at 


ther evident Propolitions naturally reyealed, gr chr Facul- | 
ties, or the Exerciſe .of them? Depones, That he does not 
remember any particular Expligation he gave of Fe Word 
Reaſon, but he took him as meaning the Exerciſe of our Fa- 
culties; and as to Time apd Place, Depones, ## ſupra: ,, And 
being interrogate upon this laft Part of the Third Article, 
Depones non meminit. And being interrogate as to the 
Fourth Article, Depones, he has heard the Profeflor teach, 
That the Souls of Infants ſince the Fall, as they come from 
the Hands of their Creator, are as pure and holy, as the 
Souls of infants would have been created, ſuppoſing Man had 
not fallen; and that he hath heard him ſay, That they are 
created as pure and holy as Adam's was created, and that 
tis likely he might have added the Limitation, except as 
to theſe Qualifications and Habits which he received as being 
created in an adult State, but does not remember that he 
did; and as to Time and Place, depones wut ſupra. And as 
to what he has deponed upon the Second and Third Articles, 
he has heard the Profeſſor teach them oftner than once; but 
as to this Fourth Article, Depones, he cannot be poſitive, 
it he taught it oftner than once; and, Depones, he cannot 
be poſitive, what Subject it was he was teaching 1 but 
thinks it was about the Fall of Man. And as to the Fifth 
Article, Depones, That he bas heard the Profeſſor teach, 
that there was not a proper Covenant made with Ac am fox 
himſelf and his Poſterity, and that he explained; a proper 
Covenant, by a Covenant in the ſtri& Senſe of Lawiers, and 
ſuch as is entered into by Stipulation, Reſtipulation and Ad- 
ſtipulation; and being interrogate, if he heard him 9 
3 that 


that Adam was not 1 34 ) his Poſterity, ue 
es, I'bat he choſed to explain the Imputatian * 
Sin, rather by his being a natural Head, than 3 — 
Head: dd Depones, he heard him ſay, That by, U 
of his being a natural Head, he was a publick 'Perſon; n 
| Repreſentative of his oſterity, and heard him give no ot 1 
ealon, for his being a publick Perſon and Repreſentative 0 
his Poſterity. And being interrogate, if he heard him teach, 
that if Adam was made a federal Head, it muſt be by à Di- 
vine Command, which is not found in the Bilge j ; Depones, 
That he heard him ſay, we have no Accoupt in Scripture of 
Adam's being conſtituted a federal Head. And being inter- 
BE rogate for Mr. Sintſon, if he heard him, às to Adam's owns 
made a federal Head, ſay, That he was not made a federa 
Head by a Covenant in the Rri& Senſe of Lawiers,  Depones, 
be remembers not that he heard him ſay ſo: And, Depones, 
he heard him teach theſe Things frequent! y. And as to Time 
and Place, Dcpones ut ſupra. And being interrogate upon 
= tbe. Sixth Article, Depones, as to the firſt, Propoſition of it, 
be remembers nothing, but that he referred them to his 
Book, as to that Head And as to the other Propofttions, he 
5 EE nbced nothing. And as to the Seventh Article, Depones, 


That he remembers nothing diſtinctly, but that our, own 
BE Happineſs and God's Glory are ſo cloſely connected together, 
= that they could not be ſeparated :. And, Depones, he heard 
him ſay ſo, oftner than once. And as to Time and Place, De- 
= Erez ut ſupra. And as to the Eight Article, Depones, he 
beard him not inſiſt much upon that Subject, but that he re- 
ferred them to his Book. And Depones as ta Time and Place 
et /upra. And as to the Ninth Article, Depones, That as to 
moſt of the Articles that he has deponed upon, he hath 
beard the Profeſſor refer to his Book, in Anfwer to Mr. Web- 
ers Libels. And bein, interrogate, it he heard him refer to 
his Book upon all the Subje&s in Controverſy betwixt lim 
and Mr. Webſter, Depones, he cannot ſay, as to all, but 
_ molt of them, and that he generally referred to it; but can- 
noc ſay he did it always: And being interrogate, whether 
or not in teaching, he took Occaſion to touch on all the 
= Subjeas in Controverſy betwixt him and Mr. Webſter : Des 
pones, That he took Occalion to touch on molt of them iy 
che Courſe of teaghing rho Syſtem; and being interrogate, if 
ke uſcd to refer ta Mr. Webſter's Part of the Book, and the 
uthorities made, Uſe. of both by Mr. Simpſon and Mr. Web= 
ier, Depones, T hat he uſed to ſay, Videte Libram meum 
Lem reſcrigſi Webſtero, and that he uſed ta add a Caution, 
= tbt they ought to judge impartially, and conſider what was 
WE 5g7ocable ro Seriptare and Reaſon, zd whit was fo, to re- 
= ccivc it, and otherwiſe to reje& it. And as to Time and 

; * CRT OW ee eee "Place, 
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Place, Depones ut =, 110 this is the Truth, as he ſhi 
anſwer to God. Cauſa ſcientiæ. He was a Student unde 
the Profeſſor, during the Time deponed upon, d uſed to 
—. d IE OT 0 OOO 
A ene... ANDREW GRAY. 85 
WI LI. HAM ITI Trox Moderator. 
CVVT 
II. Wit. NAR. ALEXANDER DUNCAN, Student in 
. Divinity, aged 25 ears, and folemnly 
vorn, purged.and interrogate upon the Articles of the LI. 
el, Deponed, That, accord ing to the beſt of his Remem: 
brance, the Proſeſſor ſaid, the Heatben might know that God 
was reconeileable: Depones, That ſpeaking of Chriſtians, 
and theſe born of Chriſtian. Parents, he heard the Profeſſor 
ſay, That it. was probahle, none were excluded from the 
Benefits of the Remedy for Sin, but ' thoſe who excluded 
themſelves, but does not remember to have heard him ſay it, 
hen ſpeaking of the Heathens « Depones, He heard him ſa , 


That if the Heathen did ſeek after further Difcoveries of God's N | 


Will, we do not know what God might do in that Cafe: De: 
pones, That he cannot determine, as to the Number of Times, 
that he heard him teach as above, but is ſure he did it 
once: And, Depones, That he cannot remember the exact 
Year, hut it was ſince the latter End of the Vear 1722, and 


that it was taught in the Divinity-hall: Depones, That he lll 


has been attending the Profeſſor's Leſſons, ſince the Time a- 
bove mentioned, except the Two laſt Seſſions. As to the Se- 
cond Artiele, Depones, That he his heard the Profeſſor teach, 
that if we would diligently uſe the Means, or do all in our 
Power, :God would bleſs them with Succeſs, or give us fay- 
ing. Grace, he is not ſure which of theſe were the Expreſſi- 
ons he uſed; and he heard him ſay, That that Connexion 
proceeded from God's Promiſe, and cited theſe Words, As| 
and ye ſhall receive, 'ſeek and ye ſhall find; and that he heard 
him teach, that to uſe the Means ſo, that is, witlr Diligence, 
was not aboye our Power. As to Time and Place, Depones 
ut ſupra; and likewiſe as to the Queſtion, how oft he had 
taught ſo. As to the Third Article, Depones, non meminit. 
As to the Fourth Article, Dępones, That in explaining, how 
Original Sin came to be propagated; the Profeſſor ſaid, 
That the Soul of Man was ereated pure and holy, and that 
be was ſpeaking of Man as fallen. And as to the Queſtion how, 
often, and as to Time and Place, Deportes ut ſupra, As to 
the Fifth Artiele, Depones, That he heard him teach, that 
the Covenant of Works was not a ſtri& and proper Covenant 
in the Senſe of Lawiers; and heard him ſay, That there was 
not in Scripture, any Conſtitution for Adam's being a _ 
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ral Head to his Poſterity, and that by à federal Head, he 
ſaid, he meant, according to a ſtrict and proper Covenant, 
in the * Lawiers; and that he * he was a legal 
Head to Hs Voſterity, as the Covenant of Works was taught 
in the Bible: Depones, That he has heard him teach, oftner 
than once, what he hath deponed upon this Artiele, and as 
to Time and Place, Depones as above. As to the Sixth Ar- 
tiele, Depones, That he heard the Pro feſſor teach, that it- 
was probable, Infants dying in Infancy, were ſaved, or were 
oöf the Number of the Elect, but does not remember he ad- 
died the Particle Al: And Depones, That he has heard him 
teach ſo, oftner than once; and as to Time and Place, De- 
== pones at ſupra. As to the Seventh, aon meminit, nor as to 
= the Eight. As to the Ninth, Depones, That he remembers 
co have heard the Profeflor cite what he had written a- 
gainſt Mr. Webſter; but whether it was, as to the Articles of 
this Libel, or other Articles of Mr. Webſter's Libel, he does 
WE not re member; and that he did this, by ſaying, Fidete que 
y, reſcripſi Webſtero, or que reſpondi Webſtero, or perhaps both 
; FEEthele Expreſſions, and that he remembers the Profeſſor refer- 
red to his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter, as to ſome of the Sub- 
e cts oontroverted betwixt Mr. Webſter and him, but does 
not remember if he did it with reſpe& to them 3 
And being interrogate for Mr. Simſon, Depones, That he 
= deſired his Scholars to read both what Mr. Webſter had ſaid, 
and what he had ſaid, and deſired them to compare them to- 
gether, and ſaid, Quod verum eſt accipite, quid falſum eff 
rejicite ; and that as to the Things deponed upon this Ars 
== ticle, he had heard: the Profeflor, oftner than qnce; and as 
Time and Place, Depones ut ſupra. Cauſa ſcientie patet. 
And this is the Truth, as he ſhall anſwer to God. Th 
: 369 1.316, dene ABS WrnTals Is 
Wille HamilrON Modr. 
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IR. DAVID BROWN, Student of Divinity 


1 IL. Wit." | 
_ Az aged about 24 Years, folemnly ſworn, purg d 


and interrogate upon the Articles of the Libel, deponed as 
to the Firſt Article aibil neminit. As to the Second Article, 
== Depones, Fhat he has heard the Profeſſor ſay, there are 
ſome external Means of Grace, ſuch as hearing and reading 
of the Word, and Prayer, which are not above our Power to 
uſe; but what Connexion the Profeſſor eſtabliſhed betwit 
* theſe Means and Salvation, the Deponent does not remember. 
As to the Third Article, Depones, That all he remembers he 
heard the Profeſſor: teach upon this Article is, That there is 
nothing to be admitted ng that is contradictory to 
esaſon. As to the Fourth Article, Depones, He could not 
1 „ SE To, og Tons ST 


remember the preciſe . but to the beſt of his Re. 
membrance, when the Profeſſor was teaching that Part | of 
Marki: Aſedulla de pe ccato hominum, he  dijapproved: of 
Markias's Anſwer to a Socinian Ohjection, which Alſwer was 
That Deus in bac re, ut creator ſimul acjudex eft ſpectandus 3 
but in what preciſe Words, the Profeſſor did teſtify his Diſs 
ſatisfaction with Markius's Anſwer, he does not remember. As 
to the Fifth Article, nibil meminit. As to the Sixth Article, , 
Depones alſo aihil meminit. As to the Seventh Article; and 
allo the Eight, Depones nihil meminit. As to the Ninth 
Article, Depones, He has heard the Profeſfor refer to his 
Writings againſt Mr Webſter; but how often, or as to what 
Artieles; he. daes not remember. 4 
And being interrogate tor the Profeſſor, he Depones, That 
he in referring the Students to his Writings, did expreſs 
himſelf to this 2urpoſe, videte que reſcripſi Webſtero, & iquod WW 
wobis veram videtur. accipite, quod. falſum, tejicite. Depones3 
 Ehat he entered to the Profeſſion in the latter End of the 
Winter 1721, and attended ordinarily during Four Seſſions- 

from that Time, and it was during that Time, and in the 8 
Divinity Hall, that he heard what he has deponed. Cauſe | 
ſeientix patet. And this is the Truth; as he ſhall anſwer t 


God. | bin 29: 33 ; 20 

el. 8 905 | David BROWN. | 
ed nt 0 Will. Wis nAAT Modr. 

IV. Wit. R. Hucn Sri war, Student of Divinity 


5 aged about 21, ſolemnly ſworn, purged and 
interrogate upon ehe Articles of the Libel,” depon'd, As to the Bl 
Firſt Article, That he does not remember he heard the Pro» 
feſſor uſe theſe Terms, obſcure, objective Revelation; but that 

to the beſt of his Remembrance, he has heard him teach, that 
the Heathen, by the Light of Nature, may know, that God is 
reconcileable to Sinners, and that when the Profeſſor ſpoke 
of che Light of Natare, he added, including Tradition: And 
Depones, That he heard him teach, That if the Heather, in 
the Uſe of the Means they have, would ſeck the Knowledge 
ofthe Way of Reconciliation, God would difeover it to them; 
and N pines 1 3 
AA,. £9; That they might ſret the Lerd, if huppily they might 
F after Bim, aud find him: — . rgrh taught ans 
ſo/adour the Beginning 'of the Seſſn 1724, when the Pro»: 
feſſor WS teaching on che iſt Chapter of Markii Medi la, 

and that he taught che former Propaſition, much abaut the 
lame Time; And Depones, That he remembers, when he Was 
teaching che Firſt Propoſition, fo wit, That the Heatben, by lt 
the Light of Nature, inęlad ing Tradition, &. he „ | 


/ 


(C89 3) 
ly added, chat the »Light ef Nature was inſufficient for the 
Salvation of the Heaiben, becauſe it did not, nor could 
WW Atticic, Depones, he taught, That if Men would uſe their 
8 natural Powers and Faculties, as they - mightiuſe them, then 
= God would blefs their Endeavours with Succeſs, according 
to that: Text of Scripture,: Seek and ye ſhall find, act and ye 
=_ ſal receive; and added, Whether immediately or not, he 
does not remember, that tho it migbt be  {aid, that it was 
= not above the Reach of their natural Abilities, to uſe the 
WE Means appointed by God, yet it was true, in Experience, 
FEE that they actually did not ſo, all running on in a Courſe of din, 
until they were prevented by the Grace of God; but Depones, 
He canndt be poſitive, as to the very Words the Frofeſſor 
= uſed. Depones, as to Time and Place, That this was taught 
in the Divinity Hall of Glaſgow, ſome-time in the Seſſion 
chat began in October 1724. As to the Third Article, De- 
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W pories; I hat, to the beſt of his Remembrance, he heard the 


\S' REP roteffor teach, that Reaſon, when it is taken for Propoſitions 
he > Evident by the Ligbt of Nature, is principium ultimum theo- 
ſs | Fez, or the Reaſon why we were to believe any Revelation 
eto be from God; and the Seriptures to be the Word of God. 


And Depones, to the beſt of his Remembrance, he heard him 
teach, that if by principium, we were to underſtand, the Rea- 
fob why wel were to believe any particular Doctrine, to be 2 
Doctrine of ſpecial Revelation, then in that Senſe the Word 
of God was the filum C 'unicum fundamentum tbeologiæ: 
And Depones, That the Profeſſor ſaid, That tho? we were 
to believe nothing, that was contrary to Reaſon, in the Senſe 
above deponed upon, yet, we might be obliged to believe a 
134 r many Things above our Reaſon, and that in Order to 
nnd out the Meaning of the Scriptures, we were to apply the 
true Rules of Criticiſm, as we would do, to find out the 
Meaning of Virgil or Homer. As to Time and Place, depones 
et /upra, As to the Fourth Article, Depones, That to the 
beſt of his Remembrance, the Profeſſor ſaid, it was incon. 
tent with the Perfections of God, to create à Soul impure 
and unholy, or not create a Soul holy; but does not remember 
wich of theſe: Expreſſions he uſed, and remembers no more 
s to that Article; and Depones as to Time and Place, at ſupra. 
co the Fifth Article, Depones He heard the Profeſſor teach, 
hat the Covenant made with Adam was not a proper Co- 
renant, in tlie ſtrict Senſe of the Lawiers, and he heard him 
ec fine what that Scpſe was, fo wit, a mufual Engagement be- 
wist two Parties, where there was Stpalation; Kepa - 
and! Adtipulation:; and remembers no more as to that Article. 
aud as to Time and Place, Depones as above. As to the Sixth 
eile, Deponęs, He heard the Profeffor teach, That it was 
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( 60 
moſt probable, that all the Children of believing Parentz 
dying in Infancy were ſaved, and very probable, that the 
Children of Chriſtian Parents, dying in infancy, would be 

ſaved; and that it were charitable to believe the Ame of the 
Children of Heathens, dying in Infancy, ſeeing God had'in 
his Word, repreſented his Mercy, as his darling Attribute; 
and his Juſtice, as his ſtrange Act; and he added (to the beſt 
of his Remembrance) the Proteſfor ſaid; that it was beſt not 
to determine poſitively upon theſe Heads, quia filet ſerips 
tara. ; LAN 4 OED! n | Nr 
And being interrogate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That he 
heard the Profeſſor ſay, That it was probable, ſuch Children 
were of the Number of the Zle&, and faved, for the Sake f 
Chriſt, tho? in themſelyes they deſerved Wrath and Damna+ 
tion ; and Depones, he remembers no more as to this Article. 
And as to Time and Place, Depones at ſupra. As to the Wn 
Seventh Article, Depones, nen meminit. As to the Eight We 
Article, Depones affirmative, but remembers not, whether iT 
he expreſs'd it by Sinning or Blaſpheming ; and Depones as ü 
to Time and Place ut ſupra. And as to the Ninth Artiele,⁵ 
Depones, He has heard the Proteſſor frequently ſay to te 
Students, videte que reſpondi Webſtero 5 but cannot be poſi- 
tive, with Reſpe@ to what Articles. And being interrogate 
by the Profeſſor, Depones, He defired them to confider im- 
partially what was faid, both by Mr. Webſter and him, and the 
Authors cited by both, and to beware of learning Error from' a 
him, or taking any Thing upon his Authority, but to judge 
for themſelves. And as to Time and Place, Depones ut ſupra. 
Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And this is the Truth, as he fhall an- 


fwet to God. * 4 | 8 
Hucn STEWART 1 
3 | Wror. WisHant Modr. Mil 


| 3 Sh Abril 29. 1728. 

v. wit. M A R. JAMES SLOSS, Preacher of the Goſpel, 
aged about 29 Years, being ſolemnly ſworn, 

purg'd and interrogate upon the Articles of the Libel, | De- 
pones, as to the Firſt Article, That he heard the Profeſſor 
teach, that if the Heathen would diligently. uſe the Means 
they have in their Power, God would give them a clearer, 
or fuller Revelation, and remembers no more upon that Ar- 
ticle, nor does he remember the preciſe Words that the Pro- 
feſſor uſed. And being interrogate, as to/T ĩime and Place, De- 
ones, That he heard the Profeſſor teach fo, in the Divinity 
Hall, ſeyeral Times fince the Years 1717 to the Lear 1720 
incluffrve. To the Second, Depones; That to the belt o his 
Remembrance, he heard the Profeſſor teach, That if. People 
di diligent in the Uſe of the Means chat God has appointer 
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the bor their Salvation, he has promiſed to bleſs the Means and 
be make them effectual; but he does not remember whether ho 
the Profe ſſor cAtined theſe People to Believers, or, whether he 
in extended it even to Men in a natural State; and knows no 
te; more upen this Article. To the Thi d Article, Depones, 


That be heard che ! rofeflor teach, I hat ratio eſt fundameny 
tam theol:giz, but cannot be poſitive in what Senie he took 


n . 

ry Ratio, and cannot be poſitive in Relation to the Reſt of that 
Article; And Depunes he has heard him teach fo, oftner than 
hs once; and as to Tirhe and Place, Depones as above. As te 
ren the Fourth Article, Depones, That he heard the Profeſſor 
of each, That the Soul came pure and holy from the Hands of 
nas Dod, and that its Corruption commenced «rom its Union 


Vith the Body; but does not remember that he heard him 


cle, irn 8.2, | ; , ; 
the each, that *tis inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of God, to do 
be therwiſe, and remembers nothing more as to the Reſt cf that 


article. As to the Fifth Article, Depones, That he heard 
the I rofeſſor teach, That the Covenant made with Adam, 
as not a proper Covenant in the ſtri& Senſe of Lawiers, 
nd that in ſuch a Covenant, the Obligation to the Duty is 
Founded upon the Ccnſent of the Parties, and in a Law the 
obligation is founded upon the Authority of the Law-giver 
iind that he does not remember, that the Profeſſor excluded 
Adam from being a Federal Head, but uſually he called him 
„„, natural Head, and that he accounted for the Corruption 
ot our Nature, uſually, or for ordinary, from this, that we 
= procceded from him, as our natural Head or Root. As to 
the Sixth Article, Depones, nen meminit. As to the Seventh 
= Article, Depones, That he does not remember, that he heard 
wre Profeffor teach in the Terms of the Libel ; bur heard 
him teach, that the Proſpect of Happineſs, was the chief Mo- 
tive of a rational Cre ature's Obedience; and thinks he heard 
nim teach ſo. oftner than once. 1 5 
el! And being interrogate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That he 
-? A has heard him ſay, That the Glory of God, and the Crea- 
ture's Happineſs, are not to be ſeparated. To the Eight Ar- 
ticle, Depones, He does not remember. And as to the Ninth 
Article, Depones, That he cannot ſay, that he referred to his 


5 Anſwers to Mr. Vebſter upon all of the mentioned Points, 
* but is poſitive, that he referred to them with Reſpe& to ſe- 

„ veral of the foreſaid Points now libelled. And being inter- 
"0" rogate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That he heard him ſomtimes 
52. refer to his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter with this Caution, que ar- 
uy” _ dent accipite, que minus rejicite, and that commonly fle uſed 
Th do refer in thefe Words, legite que ſcripſi contra Webſterum ;, 

Anabeing interrogate how often he had heard him refer in that 
1 Manner, deponed that he dig it very frequently; and as te Foy! 
{or 5 3 dase x . - e 


„„ 
and Place, Depones at ſupra. Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And 
this is the Truth, as he ſhall anſwer to God. 1 

WII I. WIS HART Modr. 


VI. Wit. R. JOHN PINKERTON, Preacher of the Gol. 
| M /pel, aged about 28 Years, who being ſolemn- 

ly ſworn, purged, and interrogate upon the Articles of the 
Libel Deponed As to the Firſt Article, that he has heard the 
Profeſſor teach, that by the Light of Nature, and Works of 
Creation and Providence, including Tradition, God hath 
given an obſcure objective Revelation unto all Men, of 
his being reconcileable to Sinners; and that the Heathen 44 
may know there is a Remedy for Sin provided; but the De- 
onent does not poſitively remember, if he called it an implicite ü 
2 of the Goſpel : And Depones, That he heard him 
teach, that it is probable, that none are excluded from the Be. 
nefits of the Remedy for Sin, provided by God, and publiſhed m_l 
twice to the World, except theſe who by their actual Sin ex. 
clude themſelves, and flight or reject either the clearer Light 
of the Goſpel, revealed to them that live within the Church, 
or that obſcure Diſcovery of God's being reconcileable unto Wi ö 
Sinners, manifeſted to them that are without the Church; but 
does not remember that he heard him uſe that Term, of the 
Offer of Grace made to all. And heard him teach, that if the 
Heathen, in the uſe of the Means they have, or that Proyi- ne 
dence may lay to their Hands, would ſeek the Knowledge of 
the Way of Reconciliation, God would diſcover it to them 
And being interrogate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That he 
heard him teach, that the obſcure Revelation made to the Hea. Wl 
then, was not ſufficient to Salvation, becauſe it did not give them 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, the only Remedy for Sin, and. the 
Covenant of Grace; and that he heard him teach ſo, often, and 
that always when he taught the one he taught the other: And 
further Depones, That he has heard him oftner then once, teach 
all that he has deponed upon this Article; and being interro- Wn 
gate as to Time and Place, Depones, That he entered to the 
Profeſſion in the Year 1719, and continued attending the Pro- 
feſſor's Leſſons for three Seſſions, and ſtay ed moſt Part of the 
Seſſion 1724, and heard him teach theſe Things, at that Time, 
in the Divinity Hall at Glaſgomw. To the Second Article De- 
pones, That he has heard the Profeſſor teach this Doctrine, 
that there are Means appointed of God for obtaining ſaving 
Grace, which Means, when diligently uſed with Seriouſneſs 
Sincerity, and Faith of being heard, God hath, promiſed to 
bleſs with Succeſs, and, to the beſt of his Remembrance, thepro 
feſfor yſed the Terms above expreſt, either ſome of them, or all q 
them; and heard him teach, That the going about theſe Means, in the 
oreſaid Manner, is not above the Reach of our natural 2 
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and powers, were they rightly 2816121 and applied. And being 
imerrogate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That he heard bim 
teach alſo, That if Men were left to the corrußt Inclinations 
of their own Heart, they would not uſe their natural Powers 
in the foreſaid Manner. To the Third, Depones, That he heard 
the Profeflor teach, That ratio when taken pro propaſitionibus e- 
= »identibus naturaliter revelatis, eff princijum ſeu norma ibeolo- 
gi natural ir, non vero revelate, whoſe Principle and Rule is 
only the Holy Scriptures ; and that he has heard him teach, 
= That there zre many Things in Religion we may be obliged 
o believe, that are above Reaſon, but nothing contrary to 
SR -aſon, taken as before, pro evidentibus propaſitionibus, Cc. And 
eeing interrogate, both with reſpect to this and the former 
alticle, Depones, He has heard him teach the Things deponed 
ovopon, more than once; and Depones as to Time and Place wt. 
ara. As to the Fourth Article, Depones, That he has heard 
e Profeſſor teach, that it appeared to him, inconſiſtent with 
hne juſtice and Goodneſs of God, to cteate a Soul without Ori- 
inal Righteouſneſs, or Diſpoſitions to Good, and that, proba- 
ti. the Souls of Infants, ſince the Fall, as they come from the 
lands of their Creator,are as pure and holy, as the Souls of In- 
Ents would have been created, ſuppoſing Man had not fallen, 
ind that they are created as pure and holy as Adam's was 
created, except as to theſe Qualifications and Habits, which be 
eeceived, as being created in an adult State. | 
And being interrogate for the Profeſſor, Depones, That he 
| Wight, That theſe Souls, ſo ſoon as they are united to the Bo- 
y. are tainted with Corruption, or original Sin; and that a5 
ften as he taught the one he taught the other, and that he 
hs heard him teach all that he has deponed upon this Ar- 
_ticle, oftner than once; and as to Time and Place, Depones 
e ſufr;. And as to the Fifth Article, Depones, he has 
heard him teach, That there was not a proper Covenant made 
With Adam, for himſelf and his Poſterity, in the proper and 
ttrict Senſe of Lawiers. And being interrogate by the Profeſſors 
epones, Thot, to the beſt of hisRemembrance, he deſcribed the pro- 
er and ſtrict Senſe of Lawyers as to a Covenant, to be, chnſenſtus 
aorum vel plurium in idem placitum, and that the moſt ſtrict 
pecies of it, was that where there was a mutual Conſent, and 
mutual or reciprocz] Obligation; and heard him teach, that 
aaam was not 2 federal Head to his Pofterity, in the Way of 
proper Covenant as before: And that being further interrogate 
by the Profeſſor, Depones, he heard him teach, That Adam was 
= publickReprefentative,and a legal or moral Head to hisPofterity, 
ad that his firſt Sin was imputed to his Poſterity, upon 
that Account, as well as of his being a natural Head. 
And futther Depones, that he heard him teach, That if Adam 
an federal Heag, it behoved to be by an Ordinance of God, 


( 64 

appointing him thereunto, which be did not think was to he 
_ in the Bible; and he heard him teach, that Adam wag 
appointed a legal or moral Head by the Law, which is to be 
found in Scripture. And depones, That he has heard him teach 
what he has deponed upon this Article, ofiner than once; and 
.as to Time and Place, Depones wt ſutra. As to the Sixth 
Article, Depones, He heard him teach that it is probable, 
that ail baptized Infants, dying in Infancy, are ſayed; but does 
not remember, that he heard him ſay, more than probable ; and 
Depones, That he. heard him ſay, That it appeared to him, that 
if God ſhould deny his Grace to all. or any of the Children of 
Infidels dying in Infancy, he would deal m-re ſeverely with 
them, than he did with the Fallen Angels ; And De. 
pones, he heard him teach this oftner than once; and Depone Mi 
as to Time and Place, ut ſupra. And being interrogate by the 
Profeſſor, Depones, he heard him teach, that all Infants dy- 
ing in Infancy deſerved Hell and Wrath, that he always % 3 
ſlinguiſhed betwixt what they deſerved, and what Treatmen 

robably God would give them, and that, as far as he remem 
— he always taught the one with the other, and that h 
taught, that if they were ſaved, they wer: ſo by Chriſt, the 
only Remedy for Sin, and the waſhing of Regeneration, a 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; and that he always taught this Mn 
when he taught the other. To the Seventh Article, Depones ER, 
he does not remember that he heard the Profeſſor teach in th 
Terms of the Libel, but heard him teach, That the Reward < ; 
and Puniſhments annexed nato Religion, were the chief Mon 
tives unto the Practice of it. And being interrogate by the 
Profeffor,if he did not teach that the chief Reward was our Lov ‚§§ 
to God, or . and enjoying him, as our chief Good and Wo 
Happineſs, and the Contrary of this our greateſt Miſery, he 
deponed, That he cannot be poſitive, as to all the Words 01 
the Queries themſelves, but that the Profeſſor taught in zub 
flance, That the glorifying and enjoy ing of God, was accounted 
by every true Belieyer his greateſt Reward and chief M- 
tive; and Depones he has heard. him teach as above oftner tha 
once; and-as.to Time and Flace, deponed as above. As to the 
Eight Article, Depones, he heard the Profeſſor teach, That Wl 
probably, there will be no finning in Hell after the laſt Judg: 
ment, and that he heard him teach ſo ofiner than once; anda 
to !'ime and Place Denones wt ſupra. And as to the Ninth 
Article, Depones, That the proleſfor was in Uſe to refer hit 
Scholars to his Wri-ings againſt Mr, Meb fler, as to ſome of 
the above Opinions, Propoſitions and Hypotheſes, but cannot 
be poſitive, ' that he did ſo as to all of them; and Depones, 
That he heard him refer his Scholars to his ſaid Writings, U- 
95 the uren in Controrerly betwint hun and Mr. Wk 1 
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nt cannot be poſitive 28 to all of them; and being interrogate 
by the Profefſor,Depones, That he in referring them to theſe Writ. 
ing: of his defire! them to read what Mr. Web ſter ſaid. and what 
he ſaid, and what was (aid by the Authors quoted by them both, and 
that he added quod vi.rum eft amplectimini, quod falſum eft 
rejicite; and Depones, Tat he did this oftner than once, and 
Depanes as ta Tine and Place wt /#pra. And being interrogate 
by the Profeſſor as to the latter Part of the Second Article, If 
= he taught no, that when any Perſon does uſe the Means a- 
WE right, it is by the preventing Mercy and Fayour of God? De- 
= pones affirmative. Cauſi. ſctentiæ fate t. And this is the Truth 
ns he (hall anſwer to God. | 

Joun PINKERTON- 
Will, WIS HART Moderator p. . 


R JAMES W ARDEN Preacher of the Goſpel, a- 
nf ged Twenty fix and upwards, who being ſolemnly 
XR Sworn, purged and interrogate upon the Articles of the Libel, 
| REDep2ones, That he attended the Profeſſor's Leions for ordinary, 

auring the eſſions that began in the Year 1719 and 1720, and 
Fart of the eſſion 172 1, which began in October that Fear and 
„that he alſo attended ſome Part of the Seſſion that began in Ocło- 

er 1718; and being Interrogate as to the firſt Article of the Li- 
bel, Depones, That he thinks, he heard the Profeſſor teach, 
that the Heathen may know there is a Remedy for Sin provided, 

and that he think he heard the Profeffor teach that none are 
excluded from the Remedy, but thoſe that exclude themſelves, 
but cannot be poſitive , and heard him ſay, that if the Heathen 
—_— would ſeek after a more extenſive Knowledge of God, God 
—_ would grant it to them, but this does not ſay, that the Light of 
—_ Ntorc is ſufficient for Salvation: but cannot ſay theſe were the 
Profeſſor's Words, but thinks it was the Senſe of the Doctrine, as 
the Deponent underitood it. | | | | 

10. And being Interrogate for the Profeſſor, Depones, That the 
= Profeſſor taught, that the only Reaſon, why the Light of Nature 
is not ſuffi ient for Salvation, was, becaufs it did not diſcoyer 
= Chriſt ; and being asked how often he heard him teach as aboye, 

Depones, he makes no Quetion, but that he heard him oftner 

'- Y than once, but cannot be poſitive how often; and being Interro- 

We gate as to Time and Plac:, Depones, he heard him teach ſo 
in the Divini y Hall during the above Times that he attended his 
of a Leffo's. And as ta the 2d Article, Depones, That to the beſt of 

Fi, Remembrance, he has heari the Profeffor teach, as to the 

Means app inted of God, that if we uſe them diligently, God will 
4 bleſs them with Succeſs; and has heard Im tach that there 
ee ſexeral Mezas that we can go about with our Natural _ 
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„ 
fach as, reading and hearing the Word of God, and Prayer ; 
and as to the Queſtion how often he taught this, and as to Time 
and Place, Depones wt ſupra. To the third Articly Depones, 
non meminit. As to the 4th Article Depones, That he has 
heard him ſay, that the Soul comes pure out of the Hands of 
God, tho' he cannot give the Profe ſſor's Words; but thinks. 
this was the Senſe of the Doctrine, ſo far as he underſtood it; 
and he remembers no more wpon this Article,but that the Profeſſor 
added, that the Souls of Infants are not tainted, until they be 
united to the Body ; and as to Time and Place, and how often 
he taught this, Depones as above. As to the fifth Article, De- 
pones, He heard the Profeflor teach, that it was not a proper 
Covenant that God made with Adam, but a Law; And 
Depoaes that he heard him ſay, that if it be taken in a large 
Senſe for a Law, then it may be called a Covenant, and re- 
members no more as to that Article; and being 1nterrogate by 
the Profeſſor, if when he ſaid it was not a proper Covenant, he ad» 
ded it was not ſo in the ſtrict Senſe of Lawyers, Depones affir- 
mMarive, And that he heard the Profeſſor mention theſe Terms, 
Stipulation, Reſtipulation and Adftipulation, when he was upon 
that Subject; but does not remember what he ſaid upon them, 
and as co Time and Place, and how often he heard him teach 
as above upon this Article, Depones wt ſupra. As to the ſixth Ar- 
ticle, Depones, That to the beſt of his Remembrance, he heard 
him teach, that it is probable, that all baptifed Infants, dying 
in Infancy, are ſaved. And as to the reſt of this Article nib# 
me minit. And being Interrogate by the Profeſſor, if he did not 
hear him ſay, that all Infants dying in lnfancy deſerved Wrath, 
D-panes Poſitively he heard him teach fo, but cannot be po- 
fitive either as to the Time or Occaſion: And Depones, That he 
heard the Profeſſor ſay, that all Infants that are ſaved, are ſa- 
ved by Chrift ; as to Time and Place, and how often the 
Profeſſor taught ſo, Depones t ſupra. . As to the ſeventh Ar- 
ticle, depones non meminit. As to the eig:th Article, Depones, 
that he heard the Profeſſor reprehend Profeſſor Mark, for ſaying, 
That Sins are multiplyed in mo and that he recommended to 
the Students ſome Books upon that Point, ſuch as Saintford and 
Parker and Macko&:us and others; and if they pleaſed his 
Boak againſt Mr. Webſter. And as to the ninth Artic le, Depones, He 


cannot tell, if the Profeſſor referred his Scholars to his Writings 


againſt Mr. Web ſter, as to all the above Opinions, Propoſitions, 
and Hypotheſes, but that he did it frequently. And as to the 
laſt Part of this Article, Depones, non novit. And being Interro- 
gate by the Profeſſor, Depones, That to the beſt of his Remem- 
brance, he adviſed his Students, when he referred them as above, 
ta chooſe what was Good, and True, and rejet what was Cai 
E - * I 304" i C Of Te og Woes - $7 5 auſe 
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„ WE Cauſe ſcientia patet. And this is the Truth, as he ſhall anſwer 
ne to God. „ 

* FY | James WANDERN 
N _ RM = Will.HamittONgModry, 
of = 

a VIII. Wit R. THOMAS HAMILTON Student of Divini- 
or oY ty, aged 21. who being ſolemnly ſworn, pur- 
be RE ged and interrogate upon the Articles of the Libel, deponed, as 
en do the firſt Article, That he has heard the Profeflor teach, 1hat 
. Fr from the Light of Nature and Works of Creation and Providence, 
of including Tradition, it might be known, that God is reconcile- 
nd able to Sinners; and that to the beſt of his Remembrance, he 
ge heard the Profeſſor teach, that the Heathen might know that 
re- there was 2 Remedy provided, tho' without Revelation th 
by could not know what that Remedy was ; and heard him, when 
d. reading, to the beſt of his Remembrance, the 17th Chap, of Mark's 


Rr. 1 ompend Or Medulla, about the gih Paragraph ot it, wherein 


ns. he Author bas the following Words, to the beſt of his Re- 
on | embrance, Genres ſub Moſe, ante Chriſtum excluſe erant, he 
nn | deard the Profeſsor ſay, ſeſe exciuſerunt : And being Interrogate 
ch y the Profeffor, Depones, he heard the Profeſſor ſay, to the 
Ar. Peſt of the Deponent's Remembrance, about the ſame Time, 


orum culpa erat, or hominum cul pa, quod non cmnes & ſinguli 
ing egnoverunt evangelium. And as to the reſt uf that Article, De- 
155 ones non meminit. And being Interrogate, how often he has 
—_— card him teach as above, Depones, that he has heard him 
each the laſt Propoſition deponed upon once, and the preceed- 
ig ſometime, but whether oftner than once, is not poſitive; and 


FN to Time and Place, Depones, That he entered to the Profeſſion 
py in October 1725, or in November, and attended tos Seffions, 
ihe _ ring which Time, he heard the Profeſsor as above, in the Di- 
ar. inity Hall at Glaſgow. As to the 2d Article, Depones, That 
cs, be bas heard the Profeſsor teach, that there are Means appointed of 
0 * God for obtaining ſaving Grace, which Means, when diligently 
5 ſed, with Seriouſnefs, Sincerity and Faith cf being heard, God 
* hath promiſed to bleſs with Succeſs ; but does not remember 
his hat he taught as to the laſt Propoſition of the ſaid 2d Article; 
e to Time and Place, and how often, Depones ut ſupra. To 
„ e 3d Article, Depones, he remembers nothing as tothe firſt Part 
0G” r it, but as to the ſecond, Depones, He has heard the Profeſsor 
22 each, that nothing is to be admitted in Religion, but what is a- 


1 preeable to Reaſon, at leaſt not contradictory thereto, 


And being Interrogate for the Profeſsor, Depones, That, 
em Reaſon, as he underſtood it, was taken for evid 5ſiti 
ve, ? 0 0 » Was taken for evident Propoſitions, 


3 and heard. him teach, that we are obliged to believe many 
hings in Religion, that are above our Comprehenſion; as to 
lime and Place and how often, Depones as above. As 
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remember, whether the Profeſſor mentioned, what is there 


— the Ath Article, Depones he cannot be poſitise whether he 

** ſo or not. 4s to the 5th Article, Dep nes. To the beſt 
8 his Remembrance, he h:ard the Profeſsor teach, that 
the Covenant made with Adam, was not a proper Covenant 
In the itrict Senſe of Lawyers, wherein are Stipulations and Re- 
ſtipul ti us: but if tie Word Covenant, be to be tai 


Ken in a large Senſe, for the Foundation of an Obligation, 
it may be called a Covenant; and Depones, He heard the 


Profeſsor ca Adam 4 natural tiead, but does not remem- Wt 
ber either his calling or denying him to be a federal Mi 
Head, and can ot be poſitive, as to what is further contained 
in thac Article; and as to Time and lace; and how often, 
depones ut ſupra. As to the vixth Article, Depones, That 
he heard the Profeſſor teach, that 'tis probable, that bap- 
tized Infants, dying in infancy, will he ſaved, and remembers 
no more upon that Article; and as to lime and Place, and 
how often, depones as above. As to the Seventh Article, 
Depones, He heard the ro eſſor ſay, i he Glory of God and 
Man's Happineſs are joined together, and he cannot be poſi- F? 
tive as to any Thing eiſe he taught upon that Article. And 
as to the Eight Article, Depones, That he heard the 
Profeflor ſay, That no Sin would be puniſhed as it de- 
ſerved, or that in would not be puniſhed as it deſerved, if 
there were Sinning in Hell after the Laſt Judgment. And as 
to the Ninth Article, Depones, That as to ſeme of the above 
Opinions, he was in Ule to refer to his Writings againſt | 
Mr. Webſter, and cannot be politive as to the laſt Part of 
that Article. And being interrogate by the rofeſſor, De- 
ones, That, in referring to his Papers againſt Mr. Webſter, 
5 heard him make Uſe of the following Expreſſion, videte 
quod reſpondi Webſtero, & legite quod dictum eſt, © ab ill 
& a me, quod veritati & ſcripturis conſonum eſt, am- 
plectimini; and that he warned them to take nothing upon 
his, or any other Man's Authority; and as to Time and 
Place, and how often, with Reſpe& to' the two laſt Articles, 
deponed ut ſupra. And in Explication of what the Deponent 
has ſaid upon the Eight Article, Depones, That he does not 
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deponed, as his own Opinion, or only as an Argument that 
might be uſed againſt Markius, Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And 
this is the Truth as he ſhall anſwer to God. 
| | Taro. HamirrON!' 
T 0. Black Moderator. 


IX. Wit. K AR. WILLIAM DENNISTON Student is 
„ Divinity, aged 26 Years, ſolemnly ſworn, 
purged and interrogate tipon the Articles of the LY 


2 5 ( 2 
= Depones as to the firſt, That he cannot give any of the lg 
press Words uttered by the Profeſſor upon this Head; x7 
to the beſt of his Remembrance, he hear the Profeſſor teac 
his Doctriſe, That Men, by the Light of Nature and Tra- 
dition, might know that God is reconcilable to Sinners; 


8 y did not know it in particular; and heard 
him teach, That it is probable that none are excluded from 
the Benefit of the Remedy provided for Sin by God, but ſuch 
s cxclude themſelves by their Negligence, and wilful Con- 
e mpt thereof, and cannot be poſitive as to the reſt of that 
Article. Depones, He entred to the Profeſſion the Seſſion 
et begun in October 1720, and has continued N 
very Seſſion ſince that Time that the Profeſſor taught ; an N 


ot be poſitive how often, and he taught theſe Things in 
be Divinity Hall at Glaſgow. n 
FRE. And being interrogate at the Profeſſor's Deſire, Depones, 
hat the Profeſfor taught that the Diſcoveries the Heathen 
a of God's being reconcilable to Sinners in the Way there- 
. was not ſufficient for Salvation, becauſe it does not teach 
briſt the only Remedy, and the Method of Salvation by him. 
as to the Second Article, Depones, I hat he has heard the 
pofeſſor teach, That there are certain Means appointed by 
od for obtaining Saving Grace, which are within the Power 
of Men's natural Abilities z and that if they feriouſly ap- 
lied themſelves to feek after Saving Grace, God would grant 
it unto them, in the Uſe of theſe Means. And being in- 
rerrogate, How often he heard him teach ſo, and as to 
Time and Place, deponed as above. As to the Third Ar- 
ricle, Depones, He remembers. nothing of it. As to the 
Fourth Article, Depones, That he heard the Profeſſor teach, 
That it is inconſiſtent with the Perfections of God, to 
WE create 4 Soul with Inclinations'to Sin, and that the Souls of 
lnfants are pure, as they come from the Hands of the Creator, 
== And as to the laſt Part of that Article, Depones, He does not 
remember it. And being interrogate by the Profeſſor, De- 
pones, he heard him teach, That altho* the Soul be created 
pure, it is tainted with Original Sin, as ſoon as it. is 
united to the Body. And as to the Queſtion, How often, 
ind Time and Place? Deppnes as above. As to the Fiit 
Article, Depones, That he heard the Profeſſor teach, That 
the Covenant made with Adam was not a proper Covenant 
in the ſtrict Senſe of Lawiers; and that the Profeffor, When 
be taught that Adam was not to be called a Federal Head, 
ie was to be underſtood in a Conſiſtency with the foreſaid 
Notion ef a Coyenant; and e nothing of * 


3 od) 
Propoſition of that Fitth * And being interrogate 
by the Profeſſor, Depones, He taught that Adam was x 
Legal Head or Federal Head, in ſuch Senſe as it is taught 
in the Scripture and Confeſſion of Faith; and as tæ Time ang Mi 
Place, and how often, depones as above. As to the Sixth 
Article, Depones, That he heard the Profeſſor teach, That 
it is probable that all Infants, dying in Infancy, are ſayed 
through the Merits of Chriſt, tho' they deſerved the Wrath 
of God by Nature; and does not remember any Thing of 
the laſt Propoſition of that Sixth Article; and as to Time 
and Place, and how often, depones as above. As to the 
Seventh Article, Depones, He heard the Profeſſor teach, 
That the Profpe& of our being eternally happy, in the Enjoys 
ment of God, is the higheſt Motive for us to ſerve God, 
And being interrogate for the Profeſſor, Depones, He heard 
him teach, That God's Glory and our Happineſs are inſepa. 
rably Joined together; and as to Time and Place, depones 


. r 
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at fupra ; and depones he heard what is above deponed by hin 
more than once. As to the Eight Article, Depones, He heard 
the Profeſſor, when explaining the 16th Chapter of Mart 
Medulla, & 1oth or 11th, teach, That. the ſecond Argument} . 
adduced by the Author, viz. continua quoque peccatorum | 
multipiicatio, was not good, becauſe there would be no Mu 
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tiplication of Sin to Eternity; and as to Time and Place, ; 
depones as above; and depones he heard what is above de 
poped on this Article more than once. Cauſa ſcientiæ patet, nl 


a" * 


And this is the Truth as he ſhall anſwer to Ga... _ = 
. a | Witt. DEsNNIisSTON. WW 
Taro. Brack Moderator, 


X. Wit. R. George Adam Student of Divinity, aged 286 
5 1 Years, being ſolemnly ſworn, purged and in- i 

terrogate upon the Articles of the Libel, Depones, As to the 
firſt Article, he heard the Profeſſor teach, that by the Light of 
Nature, God. has given ſuch a Revelation of his Will, together 
With Tradition, as if Men attended unto it, they might come 
to .underſtand, that God was ſame Way reconcileable unto them, 
and that the Heathen may know there is a Remedy provided, 


tho? they could not know particularly what that Remedy 
Was, | 


And being interrogate for the Proftifor, Depones, That be 
heard him teach, that this Revelation was nat ſufficient for their Wl 
Salvation, becauſe it did not teach Chrift, and the Way of aps 

plying: him; and that he heard the Profeſſor teach, that it was 
- Probable that God had excluded none from the Benefit of the 
Covenant of Grace, but ſuch as Nlighted either the poſitive Re- 
 Velativa of his Will delivcred in the Scripture, or the more 2 


ſeur 


4 — 


1 „ FIND 
Tore Revelation given by the Light of Nature. And being in- 
terrogate for the Profeiſor, Depones, That he has heard him 


ith teach that fone can be ſaved by the meerLight of Nature; andDe- 
Tha: pones, that he entered to theDivinity Hall in Oct ber 1722, and 
ayed A continued the three following Seſſions, and heard what he has 
'rath deponed upon, oftner than once in the Divinity Hall. As to the 
8 6 : WE ſecond Article, Depones, be heard the Profeſſor teach, that God 
ine bad afforded ſuch Means for obtaining ſaying Grace, as if Men 
th fincerely uſed them who hear the Goſpel, they ſhould obtain 
-ach, it; and that the going about of theſe Means in the Manner - 
Joy bo ve expreſt, is not above the Reach of our natural Ability and 
504. Power. And being interrogate by the Profeffor, Depones, he 
card heard him add, were theſe Powers Aghtly exerciſed and appli- 
ep ed, but that none ever did ſo apply them, without God's ſpecial 
ones A ſſitance; and as to Time and Place, and how often, Depones 
him as above. As to the Third Article, Depones, he has heard 
cart ME the Profeſſor teach, That if by principium & fundementum be 


meant the norma religianit, as the Profeſſor explained the Term 
27 :nc:pzom, and if by Theologia be underſtood that Part of Di- 
—FFinity which is diſcoverable by the Light of Nature, and the 


] 72 

Au . 4 bY Works of Creation and Providence, then he heard the Profeſſor 
lace, teach the Doctrine contained in the firft Propoſition of the 
de. Third Article; and as to the laſt Pare of the ſaid Article, De- 
itct, EE pones he remembers not. As to the Fourth Article, Depones, 


| 1 3 | he heard the Profeſſor teach, that it ſeemed inconfiflent with 
the Juſtice of Sod to create a Soul without Original Righteouſ- 


it, a nes: And as to the reſt of that Article, Depones, he remem- 
vers nothing: and as to Time and Place, Depones as above, 
1 WE both with Reſpect to this and the former Article. As to the 
128 5 Fifth Article, Depones, he heard the Profeſſor teach, that the 
. Covenant of Works, in the ftcit and proper Senſe of the 
"the Word, was not a proper Covenant, and that Adam was no fur- 
,t of ther a Federal Head, than there was a proper Covenant betwixt 
ther God and him. And as to the laſt Part of that Article, Depones 
95500 non meminit; and as to Time, Place, and how often, Depones 
den as above. To the Sixth Article, Depones, he heard the Profeſ- 
ded ſor teach, that all baptized Infants dying in Infancy were ſaved 
wal by Chriſt, and that this was probable, and heard him teach, that 
| it is probable, that if God ſhould deny his Grace to the Chil- 
1 dren of Infidels dying in Infancy, he would deal more bardly 
heir with them than he did with the fallen Angels, And being inter- 
* rogate for the Profeſſor, Depones, That he heard him teach, 
1 that all Infants by Nature deſerve Wrath and Damnation, and 
RS that he taught this upon the ſame Occafion; and as to Time 


and Place, and how often, Depones as above. As to the Seyenth 
Article, Depones, he heard the Profeſſor teach, that if 2 | 
009 for the Proſpect of Happineſs, we could not ſerde God: 
* And further Depones, that ä lim teach, that there was 
: X | 2 | "= | 
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Head was taught. As to the 4th Article, Depones, That in 


an iaſeparable Connection FE = God's Glory and our own 
Happineſs; and as to Time and Place, and: how often, Depones 
as above. As to the Eight Article, Depones, ho heard the 
Profeſſor teach, that there would be no ſinning in Hel after 
the laſt Judgment, when explaining that Paragraph of Marky 
Medulla where he ſays there is a Neceſſity of eternal Puniſh. il 
ment, becauſe of the Multiplication of finning in Hell; and a 
to Time and Place, and how often, Depones as above. Ani 
being interrogate by the Profeſſor, with Reference to what he i 
deponed upon the Fourth Article, he further Depones, That he 
heard the Profeſſor teach, that ſo ſoon as the Soul comes to 
be united to the Body, it comes to be tainted with Original Wham 


Corruption, Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And this is the Truth as he 4 
{hall anſwer to G9. 33% +... _ 
V GEO. ADAM. | 1 

TuO. BTACRk Moderatu. 


XI. Wit. NMR. Williom Boyd Student of Divinity, aged 7 
8 bout 23, and being ſolemnly ſworn, purged}, 
and interrogate. upon the Articles of the Libel, Depones, As to 
the firſt Article nihi! meminit. As to the ſecond Article, De. 
pones, he heard the Profeſſor, when upon the xxiii. Chapter, 
II. Paragraph of Mark: Medulla remark, upon theſe Words, a 
Propter wires quas in Adamo habuimas, ſed quas propru culps 
perdidimus, thus, Sed ft rem ipſam penitius inſjiciamus, apa. 
ret evidenter quare Deus, hic & nunc, mandet fidem, & redargu- 
ot incredulitatem, ratio eft, quia Deus in evangelio media ad - 
dem neceſſaria ſuppeditat, or (propomit) gratiam ſuam qua exc: lll 
tentur homines ad: fidem omnibus offert, & vires dare ſe pare. 
tum eſſe profitetur cumis petenti, quibus mediir, ſi rite uteremur 
homines, in quantum poſſunt, pia & ſincera mente, or ( cum cure Wl 
& diligentia ) gratiam conſequerenter, ut ecepreſſe docet  Dominus 
nofter, Maithe: capite mo, and remembers no more as to that 
ä | | 3 | 

And. being interrogate for the Profe ſſor, Depones, He heard 
him ſay, that without the Grace of God, all Men whatſoeyer 
would have continued 'in Sin -and Infidelity to the laſt Breath: 
And being.interrogate when he heard this, Depones, he enter- 
ed the Seſſion that began in October 1722 and continued that 
3nd the four. ſucceeding Seſſions, and heHrd this taught in the 
Divinity Hall. And Depones, he thinks he heard this oftner than 
once. As, to the 3d Article, Depones, He knows nothing, not 
being preſent when the Part of the Syſtem that concerns this 


Mar Ia Medulla, 15 Chapter, and 21fl Paragraph, on theſe Words, 
Deum ut creatorem & judicem hic fimul eſſe ſpectundum, the 
Frofcflor remarked, Qfia autboris reſponſio eft pura, puto 75 
11 * 5 it. « 8 1 * S If 8 ws . x 5 3 i 11 1 14 

| | | ; 28 


57 . 


8 theſis, que nulli u ſui inſervit, mſi ad augendam poirus quam ad 


mo ',olle:dam difficultatem, nam certe divinit perfet#ionibus repugnat, 
the BE animam irfcreatione judicari puniri privatiane alicujus boni; ſed 
after BE 2119 eft in re ipſa difficultas, ſi conſideremus corruptionem hanc 
. ene poſſe derivari, non a creatione diving, or ( Veo ianduam 
570 =_ 3uJice ) ſed pomus ab infectione, ſeu mfluxu moral: cor poris 


_ v:tat:, in animam utcunque puram, a primo uſque unionis 
momento and Deponeg, he remembers no more upon this Ar- 
= ticle; and as to Time and Place, and how often, Depones as a- 
= bove. As to the Fifth Article, Depones, That upon Mark xiv. 
Ss to 1 Chapter, and 14, Paragra h, at the Beginning, the Profeſſor 


pil e remarked thus, Si per fedus intelligat author, fedus ſtricte fic 
s be 7 Rum, ſeu pactum mutuum, per ſiipulaizonem & reſti pulati- 


onem, ut apud juriſconſultos (which Terms the Profefſor ex- 
RX plained) Tum aliter plane hanc rem repreſentat ſcriptura ſacra, 
imirum potius per modum precepti ſeu legis) Adamo pp eſerip- 
ts, premus & pœnit ſancitæ; N - precepit Deus homini, dicen: 
nE velim oõ ſervetis, quod im omnibus rite adductis Jocir, 


d e vocetur, emce pto ſolo texiu, Hoſea, Cap. vi. Verſe 7. Og? 
reed) men commode ſatis vertitur, vel ut in nofira verſione verna- 
is % Elo, they like Men have tranſgreſſed the Covenant, wel igſt 
_De Rr anſgreffh ſunt fædus. ſicut Adam tranſgreſſus e ſt legem ; vide- 
pter, Ts etiam, quod ab Apoſtolo lex ſemper opponitur legs, non Fa- 
ords, 2 federi. And Depones he remembers no more upon that Ar- 
ul 0 ticle; and 2s to Time and Place Depones as above; and Depones 
pb. he has heard the Profeſſor teach as above, oftner than once. 
gu- And as to the Sixth Article, Depones, That when the Profe(- 
d fi or. was explaining that Place of Mark, de predeſtinatione, $ 


Wh 33. where the Words are, Ac infantes infidelzum, Cc. The Pro- 


EXC: i 

para · keffor added, Sed gui novit hoc author, certe nil tale dicit ſcrię- 
mur ura ſacra, ſed ft per regulam charitatis quicquid hac de re ſta- 
cura were delimus probabilitas certe magis ſtat ex altera parte, quod 
in ante omnes qui in infanua mo iuntur, potius per fpiritus gra- 
; iam regenerentur, iiſque apphicemtur beneficia federis gratie; fe 


cor federemus, preſeriim. ſuffictentiam merit; Chrifti, & immenſam 


eard Dc: miſericordiam. qui promiſit ſe nuſtraturum mill, generati- 
ever ¶ onum corum qui ipſum diligunt; & cerium eft, tot generationes 


th: . is Noaho, nondum adhuc eſſe elapſas, nec vereſimile videtur, quod 


nter- Deus ullos 2 remedio pro peccato arcet, ſeu excludzt, niſi eos qui 
that Ponte & ultro, illud vel negligunt vel contemnunt, etiamſi fiat 


; nne, Pomnino infantes ſua natura damnabiles ; and as to Time 


| the an 
than nd Place, and how often, Depones as above. As to the Seventh 
not Article, remembers nothing. And as to the Eight Arricle, De- 


this ones, That upon the Chapter of Mark, de pang peccati, & 10. 
at in he Words are, Ei continua quoque teccatorum  multiplicatio, &c. 
rds, he Profeſſor ſaid, Quod in eternum mul tiplicentur peccata, e- 
the = graviſſima, Aaſphemia puta, & maledictiones dire in Deum, 
ee Bes neriam ei, ur delle vide ur aulber, cum erte 


Conveniens 


% * 


convenzens videatur nature & Anl is ſupflici infernalis ; ſed 
widete, fi placet, qua reſcripſi Webſtero hac de re; copferte etiam 
euthores ibi citatos, & ipſi judicate, & quod verum et accipite, 
gud falſum, rejicite; and knows no more of this Article. And 
this is the Truth as he ſhall anſwer to God. Cauſe ſceniie 
þoter. | : | 


WIII. BOYD. | 
Taro. Briack Moderator. 


May 2. Poſt meridiem. The General Aſſembly having this 
Forenoon appointed the Committee to meet, with Power to 


appaint their after Diets of Meeting, until they have finiſh- 


ed their Work, and for that End renewed the Powers given 
chem by the former Aſſembly, they in Obedience to that 
Appointment did conveen, and the Report of the Subcommit- 
tee named Yeſternight to ſum up the Evidences being called 
for, and the ſame not being yet ready, they not having had 
ſuficient Time to prepare it, they were appointed to meet 
alter Riſing of the Committee, and have it ready againſt the 
Committee's next Meeting. | 
May 3. Poſt meridiem. [he ſaid Subcommittee made their 
Report, and the ſame being read and conſidered by the Com- 
mittee, they reſolved at their next Meeting to proceed to 
adviſe the Probation, and fo to finiſh their Report, that it 
may be laid before the Aﬀembly ; and to this Purpoſe, The 
Committee adjourned their Meeting until To-morrow, at 
Three of the Clock Afternoon in the Aſſembly houſe, and the 
Officers were ordered to acquaint Profeſſor 1 * of this Ad- 


journment, and to warn him to attend the Committee the 
faid Time and Place. 


May 4. Poſt meridiem. The Profeſſor having been advertiſ- 


ed to attend this Meeting, he was publickly called, and 
compeared not perſonally ; but Mr. Archibald Marray Advo- 
cate his Procurator compeared for him, and repreſented, T hat 
he could not attend at this Time, being both ind iſpoſed and 


buſied in preparing the Means of his Defence againſt the Aſ- 


ſembly's calling of his Affair, and deſired in his Name that 


he might be allowed a Copy of the claſſing of the Depoſiti- 
ons, Which has been before the Committee, that he may con- 


hder the ſame, and have an Opportunity to be heard upon 
it. The Committee having heard what was repreſented and 
craved by Mr. Murray, and conſidered the ſame, they 
found, that the Profeſſor was duly ſiſted, and being preſent 


by his Procurator, who by a Commiſſion under his Hand, 
was fully impowered to do eyery Thing in his juſt Defence, 

which he could lawfully do, if he were perſonally preſent ; 
that therefore there was no Reaſon for delaying to adviſe 


the 
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the Probation at this Diet, as they had deren reſolved to 


do. 
Then the Contthiltes cauſed to be read to them; the fo 


veral Artiales of the Libel,” one by one; and the Depokiti ons 

of the Witneſſes relative to each Article, and likewiſe the 
Articles of the Profeſſor's Exculpation and Proof relative 
thereto, and alſo the Heads of the Profeſſor's Defences againſt 
the Libel, wherein he ſeems to acknowledge and own ſeveral 
of the Articles libelled, and having compared - the. full Proof, 
with, the Abſtract thereof brought in. Yeſternight by their: 
Subcommittee ; they found the foreſaid — and 


faithful. The Tenor Wenn follows. 


S eee ee eee ES SER: PE 


ABSTRACT of the Proof, both of the Ar- 
ticles of the Libel for contraveening the A4 


of eAſſembly 1717, and of the Excalpation, 
applying the ſaid Proof to the OY Arti- 


cles whereto it relates. 


ART. I. n AT by the Light of Mates: and Works of 
Prop. 1. 1 | Creation and Providence, including Tradi- 
tion, God hath given an obſcure, objective 

Revelation unto all Men, of bis being reconcileable to Sins 
ners. 

Duncan, Witneſs 2. That the Heathen might know that : 
God was reconeile#ble. - 

Ste wart, W. 4. That the Heathen by the Light of Nature, 
3 Tradition, may know that God is reconeileable to 
inners 

"Pinkerton, W. 6. in terminis, and this taught oftner chan 
once. i 
Hamilton, W. 8. That from the Tight of Nature, and Works 
of Creation and Providence, including Tradition, it might be : 
known-that'God is reconcileable to Sinners. | 

Denniſton, W. 9. That Men by the Light. of Nature, and 
Tradition, might æno-πꝗq chat en is reconcileable to Sin- 
ners. | 

Adam, W. 10. That by cok of- Nature, God hath 
given ſuch a Revelation * bis Wi together with Traditi- 
on, as if Men attended unto; ity they might. wWẽin to under- 
ſtand that God was: ms” Pn Ns to , Oftner 


than once. 10 
417 op. 2. 


w $0 G0 6 ) . 

Prop. 2. And that the Heathen may know there is a Reme.- F 
dy for Sin provided, which may be called an implicite or ob. hi 
ſeure Revelation of the Goſpel. . %% tone: -6 
. Pinkerton, W. 6. That the Heathen may know there is a 
Remedy for Sin provided. Oftner than once. 333 

Warden, W. 7. That the Heathen may know there is a 
Remedy for Sin provided. Oftner than once. _ 1 

Hamilon, W. 8. That the Heaben might know that there 
was a Remedy provided. 2 by 

Denniſton, W. 9. That the Heaben might know that there 
was ſome Way, whereby God might be reconciled to Sin- 
ners, tho' they did not know it in particular. „ 
Adam, W. 10. That the Heathen may know there is a Re- 
medy provided, tho they could not know what that Remedy 
Was. Oftner than once. 2 


Prop. 3. That tis probable that none are excluded from the 
Benefits of the Ret for Sin provided by God, and publiſhed 
Twice to the World, except thoſe,who by their actual Sin exclade 
themſelyes,and ſlight or re ject either the clearer Light of the Goſ- 
pel revealed to the Church, or that obſcure Diſcovery and Of- 
fer of Grace made to all wihout the Church. $4 
Pinkeron, W. 6. That *tis probable that none are exclud- 
ed from the Benefits of the Remedy for Sin, provided by God, 
and- publiſhed Twice to the World, except. thoſe, Who b a 
their actual Sin, exclude themſelves, and flight or reject ei- 
ther the clearer Light of the Goſpel revealed to them, that 
live within the Church, or that obſcure Diſcovery of God's 
being reconcileable to Sinners, manifeſted tp them that are 
without the Church. And this oftner than once. ; | 
Warden, W. 7. That none are excluded from the Reme- 
dy, but thoſe that exclude themſelves. But the Witneſs not 
politive. Oftner than once. TY 
Hamilton, W. 8. Gentes ſub Moſe ante. Chriſtum ſeſe ex- 
cluſerunt. | | 929 
Denniſton, W. 9. That it is probable that none are ex- 
eluded from the Benefit of the Remedy, provided for Sin by 
God, but ſuch as exclude themſelves, by their Negligence 
and wilful Contempt thereof. [260 TE 1 | 
Adam, W. 10. That it was probable, that God had ex- 
Cluded none from the Benefite of the Covenant of Grace, but . 
ſuch as ſlighted either the poſitive Revelation of his Will de- 
livered in the Scriptures, or the more obſcure Revelation gi- 
ven by the Light of Nature. Oftner than once. fg #o 
Boyd,” W. 11. Net verifimile videtur quod Deus ullos 4 
remedio pro peccato arcet, ſeu excludit, — eos quz Jhonte & 
zelfro illad vel negligunt, vel contemnunt, (See Depolition on 
> Os Oft r an once, | : | 
m_— 2288 " Prop. 4 


3 


e- 


6. 


2 p: 4 That 4þ the Heathen, in the HIſe of the 
"God! [ 


n 


pag 
rhuer it to thbew. iti 5 


Gray, WI 10 mn ter minis. 0ftner than en. 
Stemart, W. 4. is ter minis. And quated. for Gee 


have, Re Knowledge of the Way of 


Als xviie Ghop. 25. vet. 


' $toſs,\W. 5. That if the Heatbon, would diligently uſe the 
Means they have in their Power, God would give them a 
Timer or fulker Revelation. And that he taught this ſeyeral 

ime s. 

Pinberton, W. 6. That if the Heathen. in the Uſe of the 


Means they have, or that Providence may la ay to their Hands, 


would ſcek the Knowledge of the Way ef Reconciliation, 
God would diſcover it to chem. And this oftner than ence. 

| Warden; WI y. That if the Heatben ſhould: ſeek” after. n 
more extenſive Knowledge of God, 30d would grant to 


them. \ Oftntr: then once. 


Hari W 8. Eorum: ( feih 223 ) culpa ork . bens 


num N 2 non omnes þ n ee, Beer. 


+ DION: P 


AR T. II. That there are Means appointed of Gol * ob. 


taini vigg Grate, which Means, when 2. ly Auſed 
— — | Sincerity and Faith of F being = d, 900 


hath Promiſed to bleſs with Succeſs, — that the going about 


theſe Means in the foreſaid Manner is not above the Reach of 


au natural Ability and Power. 


Duncan, W. 2. That if we Would Aligently uſe the. Means, 
2 do all in our Power, Ged would bleis them with Succeſs, 
r give us ſaying Grace, (he i is not ſure which of the Expreſ- 
FN % Profeſſor uſed) and that the Connexion proceeded, 
from God't Promiſo, and cited theſe Words, Ast end ye bal 
receive, ſeck and ye ſhall find, And that to uſe the Means 


ſo, that 1, with Diligence, is not above our Power. 


91 gte wart, W. 4. That if Men would uſe their natural Powers 
and Faculties, 2s they might uſe them, then God would bleſs 
their Ende avours with Succeſs, according to that Text, Seek 
and ye ſhall find. | 
-* Pinkerton, W. 6. in ter minis. Oftner than once. 
Warden, W. 7. That as to the Means appointed of God, 
God would bleſs them with Succeſs, and that there are ſeveral 
Means that we can go about with our natural Pewers, ſuch 
- reading and hearing the Word of God, and Pray er. Oſtner 
then once. | 
Denniſton, W. 9. That there are certain Means appointed 
by God for obtaining ſaving Grace, which are within the 
Power of Mens natural in and that if they ſeriouly 


applied 


— 


r en In 


E 
applied themſelves to ſeek after ſaving Grace,” God would 
rant it unto them, in the Ufe of theſe Means 


Adam, W. 10. That God had appointed ſuch ns for 


obtaining ſaving Grace, as'if Men fancerely. uſed them, who 
hear the Goſpel. they ſhould obtain it, and thar the going a- 
bout theſe Means in the Manner above expreſſed, is not abdve 
the Reach of our natural Ability and Power. Oftner than 
once. 4 a 4 712 N i * 


$574 e: ** 
media ad fidem neceſſaria ſuppeditat (or proponit) gratiam 
ſuam, qua excitentur homines ad fidem, omnibus offert; S 
wires dare ſe paratum e ſſe profitetur cuivis petenti, qui bus mite 
diis fi rite uterentur bomines, in quantum pcſſunt; pia & fincera 
mente (or rum cura © diligentia ) gi atiam conſequerentur, ut ex- 


preſſe docet Dominus nofter, Matthei Cap. VII. Ottner than once. 
1 | 83 | | be 1 nate em 
AR T. III. That ratio, ut ſumitur pro evident ilus propoſiti- 


enbus naturaliter revelatis, eſt principium ſeu fundamentum 
theologiæ; and that nothing is to be admitted in Religion, 
but what is agreeable to Reaſon, and determined by Reafon 
to. be ſo · | 
Stewart, W. 4. That Reaſon, when tis taken for Propoſi- 
tions evident by the Light of Nature, is principium ultimum 
theolegiæ, or the Reaſon why we were to believe any Reve- 
lation to be from God, and the Scriptures to be the Word of 
Sloſs, W. 5. That he heard the Profeſſor teach, that ratio 


eſt fundamentum theologia; but cannot be poſitive in what 


Senſe he took Ratio. And this oftner than-oncee 120 


ART. IV. Prop. 1. That tis inconſiſtent with theFuſtice 
and Goodnefs 5 God, to create a Soul without original Rigbte- 
orrſneſs, or Diſpoſitions to Good. * bur 1. 3 

Stewart, W. 4. That it was inconſiſtent with the Perfect · 
ons of God, to create a Soul impure: and unholy, or not to 
create à Soul holy, but does not remember which of theſe the 
Profeſſor uſe. e CT a 

Pinkerton, W. 6. in terminis. Oftner than once. 

Adam, W. 10. That it ſeem'd inconſiſtent with the Juſtice 
of God, to'create a Soul without original Righteouſneſs. 
Boyd, W. 11. That in refuting Mark's Argument on this 


P 


Head, he ſaid; Nam certe divinis perfetionibus repugnat, ani- 


mam in creatione judicarz (or puniri) privatione alicujus boni. 
Ottner than once. | Y 


Prop. 2. And the Souls of Infants ſince the F all, es they 


come from the Hands of their Creator, are 4 pure and holy, 
. | a 


Boyd, W. 11. That the profeſſor taught, Deus in evangelis, 


the Fall, as they come from the 


4 the Souls of Infants Se. been . W 
Man had not falleß. | 


_ 12 , 


Gray W. 1. in Minis. | 
Se W. 2. T oy the Soul of Man Was — pies 
and holy. And that he was ſpeaking of Man as fallen. 
S$lofs, W. 5. That the Soul came pure and holy from the 
Hands of God, and thi its Corruption commeneed from its 
nion with the Bo 
V W. 6. 6. That probab] 7 the Souls of lntants ſince 
ands of the Cr=ator,' are à8 
irs afld holy, as the Souls of Infants would have been created, 
wade Man . — not fallen. And this oftner than' ante. 
Warden, W. hat the Soul comes pure out of the Hands 
of God, and TH the Souls of Infants are not tainted until 
they be united to the Body. Oftner than once. 
Denniſfton, W. 9. That the Souls of Infants are Par in they 
come from the Hand of the Creator. ny 8 N f 
Prop, 3: And that they are e as 0 ad hol PR 
Adam's war created, except as to theſe Qualifications and Ha- 
bits which he rettivelt as being created in an adult State. 
Gray, W. 1. That he has heard him ſay, That uf they bey (the 
Souls of Infants)' are created as pure and holy as Adams Was 
created, and that tis likely he might big added the It 
mitation in the Libel; but does not remember. 
Pinkerton, W. 6. in terminis. Oftner than once. 


ART. v. Prop: 1. That there was not 4 proper chi! 


made with Adam for bimfelf and his Poſterity. 


Gray, W. 1. in terminis. Duncan, W. 2. Stewart, W. 
4. Slofl $3 W. 5. Es. 

Pinkerton, W. 6. in terminis. Oftner than one. 

Warden, W. 7. That it was not a proper Covenant that God 
made with Adam, but a Law. ner than once. 

Hamilton, W. 8. Dennifton, W. 9. 5 

Adam, W. 10. That the Covenant of Works in the aria 
and proper Senſe of the Word, was not a * Covenant. 


Oftner than once. 


Boyd, W. 1%. That the Profeſſor remark'd'in teaching up- 
on Mark, as to this Subject, Si per fedus intelligat author, 
ou ftrife fic dictum, ſeu pactum mutuum per ſtipulationem 

pal ee ut apud jurisconſultos (which Terms the 
Profe or explain'd) tum aliter plane, hanc rem repreſentat 
Icriptura ſacta, nimirum potius, per modum precepti * e * 
Ad mo Preſcriptæ. Oftner than once. 


Rob. 2. That Adam was not 4 Federal H:ed to "te Pe- 
Jer | 
a "= "WK Grey, 


. 
* J 
1 " 


24 ( * g 

\ as. w. 1. That the RE " ag Than 

Imputation of Adams Sin, rather by h 2 

Head:than a Federal Head, and ſaid, Tha 1 Wa of. his 

being a natural Head, he was a publick. Perſon, and Repre- 

ſertatire of his Poſterity ; and that the Deponent heard hith 
give no gther Reaſon of his being 4 publick "Perfoh,, and 

1 of his Poſterity. 

Sloſs, W. 5. That the Profeſſor uſually Sue, 4 W a 
atural Head, and that he accounted for the E orrt uin n of c our 
ature, (uſually From. m this, that we proceeded from | 

natural Head or x 
Pinkerton, W. 6. - ter minis. Oftner t than « one 
2 W. 9. That Adam Was not to be. ee d a be. 

deral —_— 
ch W. 10. That 5 was no farther a Federal 

tics than there was a proper Covenant betwizt God and 
him. And oftner than once. | 


Pra. A And tha t Ad 3 4 ederal. Head, 
5 2 2 ee nity 25 e ba 


2 W. 1. That he ſaid, We haye no Acchußt in Serip 
ture © Aden: S _ 2 Federal Head. 

Duncan, W. at there was not in riptu 4 ag Con- 

ſtitution for Alan 5 being a Federal lead 0 bay Poſte- - 
rity. 
. . Pinkerton, W. 6. bt, if Adam was, a Federal Head, it 
behoyed to be by an rdinance of Ged app ng 15 him there- 
unto, which he did not think was to be in * Bible e. 
Oftner than once. 


T. VI. That it is more tha probable, wi ab ate 
fan F, dying in In 121 55 4 42 1 | 
Duncan, W OC Der oktion, & on Art. * Peres 12 
That none ho rn of. Gee vu Parents were excluded from. 
W of the Remedy for Sin, but thoſe that, excluded them⸗ 
elves. 
Fre wart, W. 4. That it was very probable, chi all the 
Children's of Chriſtian P; rents, Aus in ae: 1 Ys. wou d 
ſaved; and that it was e aritable to ; MB 880 — 25 


Children of Heathens 175 ng in Infapey, 
bis Word repreſented his Me as e 180 A 


his Juſtice as his ſtran 
po rg W. 6. This it 5 h Th at AM ba w_— 
e 25 ner th 


fants, dying in Infancy,” are 


nts, dyi W. 7. L at it j el "Ont that an baptized 1 i | 


=, aying i in i Infancy, 4 are ave 
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015 aſt lon, Fe £7 ct probable, chav-al iss, dying 
pt 


2 207 ſave 
51 8 "ris, probable, that all kageized:. TIo- 
ads, e in . were ſaysd by Obrist. Ones than 
ance. 


Bed, W. 11. e certe magis flat ex altera parte, 


bd feil. in antes omnes; 1 in 10 runter, potiur 
itt grat zam regenerintur, is icentuar bendficta 
4 277 75 4 confi deremus. prefer fart dne, eee. merkt 


Chriſti, & immenſam Dei miſeric 
ence 


Prop. 2. And that ir 5; manifeſt, if God foul deny his 


8 


Grace to all, or any of the Children of Ihfidzls, be ward deat 


more ſeverely m theme than be did with the Follen An- 

gels bY 
x e 
d to h im, 1 8 0 it 07 ſhould deny his Grace ta all. or any 


his ae ta the. indes of infidels, — in infancy; he 
would deal more Re . with them, than he did with he 


4 7 Vit. That. were it not for the Proſpe if H ine 
we ccd not, e's therefore would not ſerve ee 7 1 
J, W. 5 That he heard the Proffſſor teach, That the 
Proſpea of 1 was * chief Motive of a rational Orea 
ture s Obedience. And this taught oftner than onr-r. 
Pinkerton, W. 6. That Rewards and Puniſhments, annex- 
Religion, were the chief Motives unto the Practice 
ner than once. 
. Denmſion, V. 9. That the Prof & of aur being eterna riallz 
happy i Fo the * of God, s the higheſt Motivs 


s'to, ſerve 
"Alam, W. 10. That if it were not kor the — of 
Happiveſs we could nat ſerve Gad. ear than . 


ART. — That there will be ns Sinning in Hell oft the 


4. The A terminis ; but remembers 
not, whether * expreſſed bo ing or Blaſpbeming. 
— inkerton, W. 6. That pro there will be no Sinning 
ell after 3 L * 4 Bftner than once. 
Warden, W „i e heard the Profeſſor reprehend 


Profeſlr e, © For ſaying Sins are multiplied in Hell. 
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Denniſton, W. 9. That there. would be no Mu tiplication 
ef din to Eternity. deere TT Lt TT „ Jie Anm 


e multiplicentur percata etiam graviſſima, blaſphemiæ puta, it5 
amaledlictiones diræ in Deum parum conventens videtur. nge 
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feffor's Writings deponed upon. 


( $2. ) 


Hamilton, W. $. That if there were Sinning in Hell. afte ” 


che Laſt Judgment, no Sin would'be'punithed as it deſeryed” ag 
N Gt 


or that Sin would not be puniſhed as it deſerved, © © 


Adam, W. 10. In terminis. Oſtner than one. 
Byd. W. 11. That the Profeſſor ſaid. Cuod in eternum 


ture © ini ſupplicii infernalis. e 
ART. IX. References to the particular Articles in the Pro- 


and Artidle- VIII. 


ART. Vi. Prop. tl. Gray , W. I, Referred to his Book 
ART. VIII. Warden, w. 7. Boyd, W. 1. EO 


| ; 130 ee een 

ART. IX. Prop. 1. That as to all or ſeveral of the above 
Opinions and Hypotheſes, you were in Uſe to refer your Scholgrs 

to your Writings againſt Mr. Webſter. 
Gray, W. 1. That as to moſt of the Articles that he de- 

. poned on, the Profeſſor referred to his Book. © 
Duncen, W. 2. Pinkerton, W. 6, As to ſome of he Af 
ticles. 1 „ e . Eo ** 2 
Stewart, W. 4. That he heard the Profeſſor frequently ſay 
do his Students, Videte que reſpondi Nebſteroſ; but cannot he 
ſitive with Reſpe& to what Article. 
Sloſs, W. 5. That he referred to his Anſwers to Mr. Web- 

a 
2 


fer, der pag red to — 4 of the Points now libelled | 
commonly in theſe Words, Legite que fer ft cont Ex 
rum, and that he did ſo very . A 8 


Warden, W. 7. Frequently. FR ** 
Hamilton, W. 8. As to ſome. EP 4 ' Pg SY 


Prop. 2. As you alſo did on all the Subjects in Controverſy 
betwixt you and Mr. Webſter. Ns TAY SHLD os 7 
Gray, W. 1. As to moſt of the Subjects, he referted to his 4 
Book; that he generally did it, but not always. 1: A i k 
Brown, W. 3. That he heard the Profeſſor refer to his Writs Cc 
ings againſt Mr. Webfter, 4 aft ono bad 


Pinkerton, W. 6. Upon the Subjects in Controyerſy, but d 
not poſitive as to all ef them. Oftner than once. is Us 
: a 1 5 A | 
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5 K0O0 F from Me, Simon? 5 Alen, fo thi 
"LIBEL. 


Mend 7. 254. of this rate at the: End, 


3 


A RT. II. 
1 This Article is defended by the Profellvr. 
ART. vi P. 263. of this State, The Article i is defended 


and leaded” for by this Profeffor. © © 

ART. VIII. P. 7277 of this State at this Begitininy 1 
Profeſſot ſaith, That what is ſet forth” in this Ar ele i 
« needful and "uſeful to be taugt... i2 

ART. IX. As to Art. I. Prop. 1, 2, 4. Be feds dl, om 
his refetring to his Anſwets to Mr. webſter, F. 25 1. of this 
State at Middle, and P. 264. of this State at Middle, he duns 
ho e to the Students ſome Things on the firſt 

rti 

ART. III. P. 264. of this State after the Middle, He and 
his recommending the Students to his ſaid Anſwers to this Ar- 
tie le. 

ART. v. and VI. P P. 264. of this State, He owns he uſed 
5 © the Students to his ſaid Anſwers upon theſe 
rticles : 

And as to the whole of this Article, He FRE his recom: 
mending to the Students his Anſwers to Mr. Webſter, as muck 
as any other Book, P. 264. of this State at the End. 


K OP ran k.k. nu 
For Mr. Simſon', EXCULP ATION.” 


* * nN 
et, W. 4. That the Light f Nature was inſulficient 
for. the Salvation of Heathens, becauſe it Aid "Not: nos 
could not give a the Knowledge of Chriſt. 
, Pinkerton, W. 6 The ſame, adding, Chriſt the only Reme- 
Ly for Sinin the Covenant ef Grace; and that fo oft as he 
Dun what is in the 4th Propoſition, in this Article, he 
ht what is aboye-mentioned. 
arden, W. 7. That if the Heather" bite ſeek after 4 
more extenſiye Knowledge of God, God would grant it to 
them: But, this does not ſay, That the Ligbt of Nature, is 
ſufficient for Salvation; and that the Tigbt of Nature was 
9 for Salvation, becauſe it did not diſcoyer Chriſt. 
Oftner then once. 1 
4. 


1 


ig and Homes An, 


* 9 2 


| Hamilton, W. 8. That the . 2. without Revelatzan, 
could not 7 3 325 1 2. 88 was. {0 


he Wy e 


Jer Gen Wi ble © Vin . 
s being SS: Fn to Sinners 15 th 


not Ge — for Salvation, b:caule Y 3 not . ech 


dhe only Remedy, and the lech Calvation hb 
Adam, W. 10. That this parc was not, fi eh or for 
Salyation, becauſe it did not teach Chriſt, and "the 


yipg | him; 55 Fas none gan b. * by ahe mere Leh be 


FITS l. "St OE That i > Has ens iy gs 
. t, r e 
tha 19 en did — ae, & rap in Bags 91 8 Fi 
ich are Peg ahoye t e Reach = pa Ab 
e 
preven ted by the Grace of 2 
0 Pinkertan, W. 6. That Ew Pr cofefſor r add ded, 24 7 08 


Abilities and Powers bet Exerciſed 
ſhit the. P rofeſier, be 15 en 74 Mop 90581 5 ff 
upt Inclinations o r on „they wo oo 
Ae af Potters in e ferelald K EO le 
e taught, when d Pexfon daes ule the 1775 
by the þ reventing Merey and Favour , of God. 
at . Kof his Depoſition. 

een; W. To. That the Profe r added, Were 

Geh, rightly exerciſcd and applied; Put that none 5 
rod ſo apply them, without God's ſpecial Ailance. | 
than ance. 

Herd, W. 11. That me the Greer of GH, {hi tu 
whatſoever would have continued in Sin and nfideli ity. to 
their laſt Breath. Oftner than once. 

ART. III. Prop. I. Stewart, W. 4. That if by Principium we 
were to underſtand the Reaſon why we were to believe any 
particular Doctrine to be a Doctrine of ſpecial Revelation. 
then in that OE the Word of God Ig: the ſolam & wupicum 
fundamentum 75 cologiæ; 5 an that tho we were to bel lieve 
ue that was contrary to Reaſon in the Senſe — 75 de- 
Pas on, yet we might be obliged. to believe a FER m 

hings aboye ouy Reaſon. And that in or df to Ri 

the Scriptures, we were to y the arte 
wor nt the Meant ing 4 


„ Ericke fo, as lg would do, to find 


inkerton, W. 6. That Ratio, when taken pro ropefitionꝭ 
2 evidentihus ngturaliter revelatis, eft priuci 77 

theologiee 17 184 ys vero revelate, whole e Principle and 
le is only the Flo Fly Script riptures. Oftner than once. 
ot t we are.obli 7 po oth 4 rich y 


Religion that are above our | 
d ee, 


77 99 


wes | 


ſea. 8 


Adam W. 9. If by Hs or fundamenium be meant the 
Norma Religonis, and if by Theologia be underfiood that Patt of 
Divinity which is diſcoverable by the Light of Nature and the 
Works of Ereation and Providence, then he heard the Ftofeſ- 


for teach, as in the 18 Propoſitien of the 3d Article. 


ARI. IV. Pinkerton W. 6. That the Profeſſor taught, that 
theſe Souls (vix. of lnfants) fo ſoon as they are united to the Bo- 
dy, are tainted with Corruption or Original Sin, and as often 45 
be taught what the Witneſs has deponed on this Article, he 
taught as above. Ofiner than onctde. | TY 

Deniſtoun, W. 9. That altho' the Soul be created pure, tis 
uinted with Original Sin as ſoon as it is united to the Body. 7 
Adam, W. 10. T hat ſo ſoon as the Soul comes to be united 
to the Body, it comes to be tainted with Original Corruption 
(this at the Cloſe of his Depoſition) | OY 

Boyd. W. 1 1. That he gave this Account of the Derivation of 
Original Sin, when he taught, Nam certe Divinis perfectionibus 
repugnat, &c. As in the Probation, Corruptionem henc bene 
bgpoſie derruarz ; non @ creatione Divina (or a Deo tanduam Judice) 
ſed potius ab Infectione, ſeu influxu morali corporis vitiati, in 
animam utcunque puram, a primo uſque unionis momento. Oft- 
ner than ance. 3 


AR T* V. Prop. 1. Gray W. 1. That the Profeſſor explained 2 
proper Covenant by 2 Covenant in the ſtrict Senſe of Lawyers, 
and ſuch as isentred into by Stipulation, Reſlipulation and Ad- 
ſtipulation. „ ETET | | 

Duncan, W. 2. That he added in the firit Senſe of Lay- 
JAS. . 1 LA 1 
Stewart W. 4. That he added in the ſtrict Senſe of Lawyers, 
and he defined that Senſe to be 2 mutual Engagement be- 
twixt two Parties, where there was Stipulation, Reſtipulation and 
Adſtipulation. 1 7 

Sloſs, W. 5. In the Strict Senſe of Lawyers, and that in fuck; 
2 Covenant the Obligation to the Dut AS RUE 


zi ' founded on * 
| ſent of the Parties, and in a Law =Y the Con- 


| W Obligation is founc 
9 ANY of the Lawgiver,, n mn 1 
interton, W. 6. In the proper and firit Senſe of Lawyers: 
— 3 this * to be Conſenſus — 2 | 
| Num in idem placitum, and that the ar . __ 
was, that, where there wa eee. 1 


. as a mutual Conſent or a mutual 
ciprocal Obligation. Oftner than once. mutual or te- 


12 _ . Wa 7. 4 a Covenant be taken 
men it may be called a Covenant, and that he added it 
Var not a Covenant in the Strict. Senſe of Lawy ers,” and — 
ned theſe Terms, Stipylatian, Reftipplation and Adſtipulatidn, 
When upon that Subject. Ofmer than onte. A; 


| % 
Hg. 


in a large Senſe for a 


L 
Hemilion W. 8. Not a proper Covenant in the ſtrict ene of 
Lawyers, wherein are Stipulations and Reſtipulations; but if the 


word Covenant be taken in 2 large Senfe for the Fondation of 
an Obligation, it may be called a Coyenant. | r 
Deniſton, W. g. In the Strict Senſe of Lawyers. 


Prop 2. Duncan W. 2. A federal Head by a Covenant iti the 
firit and proper Senſe of Lawyers, and that he was a legal 
Head te his Poſterity, as the Covenant of Works was taught in 
Pinkerton W. 6. That Adam was not a federal Head to bn 
Poſterity in the way of a proper Covenant as above. and that 
Adam was a publick Repr. fentative, and a legal or Moral Head 
to his Poſterity, and that his firſt Sin was imputed to his Pofteri. 
ty upon that Account, as well as of his being a natural Heal, 
Oftner than once. | 
 Deriftoun W. 9. When he taught that Adam was not to be 
Called a Federal Head, it was to be underſtood in a Conſi ſtend 
with the foreſaid Notion of a Covenant, and that he taught 
that Adam was a legal Head or federal Head in fuch a Senfe a 
%is taught in the Scripture and Confeſſion F Faith, — 
Adam W. to. That he heard him teach when 6n that Sub; 
ject that all Infants by Nature, deſerve Wrath aud Damwatiot, 
Oftaer than once. | 


Prop. 3. Pinkerton W. 6. That he heard the Profeſſor teach,thit 
Adam was appointed a Legal or Moral Head by the Law whicki 
to be found in Scripture. Oftner than onee. | 5 


ART. VI. Stewart, W. 4. That it was beſt not to detet- 
mine poſitively on theſe Heads, quia filet ſcriptuta, and that 
it was probable ſuch Children were of the Number of the E- 
lect, and ſaved for the Sake of Chriſt, though in themſelves 
they deſerved Wrath and Damnation, | | 
Pinkerton, W. 6. That all Infants dying in Infancy, de- 
ſerve Hell and Wrath, and that he always &ifſtinguifhed be- 
twixt what they deſerved, and what Treatment probably God 
would give them, and that he taught, that if they were ſav- 
ed, they were ſo by Chriſt, the we Remedy for Sin, and 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
God; and that he taught theſe when he taught What is li- 
Warden, W. 7. That all Infunts dying in Infancy, deferved 
Wrath, and that all Infants that are ſaved are faved, by Chriſt. 
Oftner than once. ; 
Denniſton, W. 9. That Infants dying in Infaney are ſaved 
thro' the Merits of Chriſt, tlie' they deſeryed the Wrath el 
Ged by Nature. | | 
5 394 


ſton, W. 


3 
Boyd, W. 11. That ſunt omnes omnino infantes ſua nat urs 
demnabiles. Oftner thax ance. | | 


ART. 1 Gray, W. 1. That our own Happineſs and 
God's Glory are fo cloſely connected together, that they 
could not be ſeparate. And this oftner than once. Denni- 
9. the ſame. : 
Sloſs, W. 5. That the Glory of God, and the Creature's 
Happineſs are not to be ſeparated. | 3 
Pinkerton. W. 6. That the glorifying and enjoying of God 


was accounted by every true Belieyer his greateſt Reward 


and +. hief Motive. Oftner than once. 
Hamilton, W. 8. That the Glory of God and Man's Hap- 
pineſs are joined together. | 
Adam, W. 10. That there was an inſeparable Connexion 


between God's Glory and our own Happineſs. Oftner than 
once. | 


ART. VIII. As to Mr. Hamilton's Depoſition, he does 
not remember, whether the Profeſſor mentioned what he De- 


pones, as his own Opinion, or as an Argument he uſed again 
Markius. 


ART. IX. Gray, W. 1. That he uſed to refer to his Book, 
ſaying, Videte Librum meum quem reſcripſi Webſtero, and to 
add a Caution, That they ought to judge impartially, and 
to conſider what was agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, and 


what was fo, to receive it. 


* 


Duncan, W. 2. That the Profeſſor uſed in referring to ſay, 
Videte librum meum quem reſcripſs Webſtero, and add this 
Caution, that they ought to judge impartially, and to con- 
der what was agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, and what 
was ſo to receive it, and otherwiſe to reject it. | 

Brown, W. 3. That he ſaid, Videte quæ reſcripſi Webſterog 
© quod vobis verum videtur accipite, quod falſum rejicite. 

Stewart, W. 4. That the Profeffor deſired the Students te 
conſider impartially what was ſaid, both by Mr.WWebfter and 


him, and the Authors cited by both, and to beware of learn- 
ing Error from him, or taking any Thing on his Authority, 
but to judge for themſelyes, . 
| oſs, W. 5. Sometimes with this Caution, que arrident 
accipite, que minus rejicite. „ ow bt | 
Pinkerton, W. 6. That in referring, he deſired the Students 
to read what Mr. Webſter ſaid, and what he ſaid, and what 
was ſaid by the Authors quoted by them both, and that he 


added, quod verum eſt ampletimini, quod falſum eft reiicites 
Oftner than once. ny 8 YE fe fu 1 re jic 
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Warden, W. 7. That he adviſed his Students, when he re. 
ferred to his Book, to chaſe what was good and true, and 
reje& what was falſe. 3 | NEL. 

Hamilton, W. 8. That the Profeſſor ſaid in refer ing, Vi. 
dete quod reſpond: Webſfero © legite quod didtum eſt & ab 
allo G me, & quod veritati & ſcripturis conſonum eſt am- 

lectimini, and that he warned them to take nothing upon 

is, or any other Man's Authority. * 

Boyd, W. 11. Videte ſi placet que reſcripſi Webſtero hac de 
re, conferte etiam authores citatos, C ipſi judicate, & quod verum 
eſt accipite & quod falſum rejicite. % SL; wh 


TH E Tears in which every Deponent attended 
the Divinity Hall at Glaſgow. 


Witneſs I. RAT, 1719 to 1725. 
N Duncan, 1722 to 1726. 
III. Bromn, 1721. 


IV. Stewart, 1724. 

V. Sloſs, 1717 to 1720. 

VI. Pinkerton, 1719 to 1721, alſo 1724. 
VII. Varden, 1718, 1719 to 17227. 
VIII. Hamilton, 1725, 1726. . 

IX. Denniſton, 1720 to 1726. 

X. Adam, 1722 to 1725. 

XI. Boyd, 1722 to 1726. 


The Committee having fully conſidered the Firſt Article, 
and Exculpation offered upon it, and the Proofs of both, 
They found the ſaid firſt Article of the Libel proven, and found 
the Exculpation offered by the Ale *# proven, but not 
relevant to elide what is libelled in the ſaid firſt Article. 

Having likewiſe conſidered the Second Article of the Libel, 
and Exculpation offered to it, and the Proof adduced upon 
both, They found the ſaid Second Article of the Libel proven, 
and the Exculpation — by the Profeſſor not relevant to elide 
what ic libelled in this Second Article. 5 

Having confidered the Third Article, and Exculpation u 
on it, and Proof of both, They found it proven, That Mr. 
Simſon had uſed theſe Words, Ratio eſt principium & funda- 

mentum -theoiogiz; and that thereby he has contraveened the 
At of Aſſembly 1717, which diſcharges him to "uſe Expreſſions 
which bear, and are uſed by Adverſaries in a bad and unſound 
Semſe, tho be does diſown that unſound Senſe, and the _ 


od 
4 
. 
N 


mittee do net find it — he uſed them in that unſound 
Senſe. ; 
— conſidered the Fourth Article, and Exculpation of- 
fered dpon it, and Proof of both, the Committee Found this 
Fourth Article proven, and found, That the Exculpation does 
not elide the Libel. 
Having conſidered the Fifth Article, and Exculpation of- 
fered as to it, and the Proofs of both, They found the ſaid Ar- 
ticle proven, and found the Exculpation does not elide the 
Article libelled. © | 
Having conſidered the Sixth Article, and Exculpation of- 


fered as to it, and Proof of both, They found the ſaid Sixth 


Article proven, and found the Exculpation did not elide the 


foreſaid Article. 


Having conſidered the Seventh Article, and Exeulpation 
offered as to it, and the Proofs of both, They found that 
Mr. Simſon in his Anſwers to the Libel, defends and pleads 
for the Propoſition libelled in this Article, and having conſidered 
the Depoſitions of Witnefles, They found, that one Witneſs + 
Depones, That if it were not for the Proſpect of Happineſs we 
could not ſerve God; and by other Witneſſes, They find it pro- 
ven, that he taught, that the Proſpe of Happineſs is the chief 
or higheſt Motive to ſerve Gods | PT” 
_ Having alſo conſidered the Eight Article, and the Profeſſor's 
Exculpation upon it, and the Proof adduced pu both, 
They found the ſaid- Eight Article proven, and found the Ex- 
culpation does not elide this Article. 

Having alſo conſidered the Ninth Article, and the Excul- 
pation offered by the Profeflor upon it, and the Proof of 
them both, They found this Article proven, and found the Ex- 
culpation as to this Article did' not elide the ſame. 

The Committee appointed their Subcommittee, formerly 
named, to put their Proceedings in the form of a diſtin& Re- 
port, to meet and finiſh the ſame, with Reſpe& to allthat the 
Committee has done in this Proceſs. 

The Committee laid it upon Principal Hadow, and Mr. 
Alexander Anderſon, to repreſent in their Name to the Aſ- 
ſembly upon Monday next, that they have now gone through 
all their Work, and they have their Report ready for the Aſſem- 
bly's Conſideration, when they think fit to call for the ſame. 


F I © 


THE 


2 „„ COT n - 
: LEGS „ ALY 
1 <? n 
A * v e | - . - I 
2 ; "1" - 2 
— * «2 * 
* PLS 


